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4.5  5.3      6.2  7.6 10.6 15.5

March 2016

Note: All data produced in this publication are generated by LEAD unless otherwise stated.
*January 2016 data are preliminary, while all other data have undergone annual revision.

Employment & Wages by Supersector
3rd Quarter 2015

Establishments Avg. Employment Avg. Weekly Wage

Natural Resources & Mining 65 543 $544.44 

Construction 684 3,506 $713.35 

Manufacturing 757 39,922 $785.99 

Trade, Transportation, & Utilities 2,010 29,024 $699.23 

Information 70 854 $861.97 

Financial Activities 713 3,129 $820.13 

Professional & Business Services 1,107 13,457 $705.10 

Education & Health Services 901 30,022 $778.90 

Leisure & Hospitality Services 701 12,976 $277.78 

Other Services 585 3,051 $500.82 

Public Administration 103 7,786 $713.45 

Burke
5.4%

Caldwell
5.7% Alexander

4.7%

Catawba
5.1%

Trending

REGIONAL EMPLOYMENT*

1,304 Fewer People Working
in January than previous month

1,881 More People Working
than same period one year ago

Western Total = 156,521

ONLINE JOB ADS
7,134 Online Advertised Vacancies

over past 90 days

349 Fewer Vacancies
than same period one year ago
Source: The Conference Board Help Wanted Online

UNEMPLOYMENT*

Western Total = 8,677
January 2016

Current Previous

Region 5.3% 5.4%

NC 5.3% 5.4%

US 4.8% 4.8%

TAXABLE RETAIL SALES

3% Higher
than same period one year ago

Western Total = $272,594,188

Source: NC Dept. of Revenue
Note: December 2015 data most current 
available at time of release.

300 Fewer Jobs
in January than previous month

METRO JOB GROWTH*

700 Fewer Jobs
than same period one year ago

Hickory-Lenoir-Morganton 
Total = 147,200
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January 2016 December 2015 November 2015 January 2015

Alexander

Labor Force 17,495 17,075 17,281 17,030

Employed 16,606 16,279 16,452 16,177

Unemployed 889 796 829 853

Rate 5.1 4.7 4.8 5.0

Burke

Labor Force 39,473 39,138 39,606 39,047

Employed 37,203 37,039 37,405 36,750

Unemployed 2,270 2,099 2,201 2,297

Rate 5.8 5.4 5.6 5.9

Caldwell

Labor Force 35,311 35,089 35,508 35,122

Employed 33,180 33,101 33,409 32,817

Unemployed 2,131 1,988 2,099 2,305

Rate 6.0 5.7 5.9 6.6

Catawba

Labor Force 74,652 73,896 74,495 73,544

Employed 70,536 70,102 70,559 69,305

Unemployed 4,116 3,794 3,936 4,239

Rate 5.5 5.1 5.3 5.8

Civilian Labor Force Estimates*

*January 2016 data are preliminary, while all other data have undergone annual revision.
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