
Collection: PE1'T IGRE\·1 PAPERS P.C 13 .1 - 13. 25 
Tyrrell and Hash)ngton Counties, North Carolina 

1772 (1800-1865) 1912 

.. 
Physical Description: Letters, invitations, invoices, bills of lading, bills 
of sale, receipts, inventories, deeds, land plats, account books, agreements, 
memorandums, genealogies, newspaper clippings, palT!phlets, poems, sermons, 
drafts, law reports; and milita1;y reports and orders. 

Acquisition: Gift of the Misses Petti..zreN -- CRro1ina, Alice Lockhart, 
and Nary Johnston, Tryon, North Carolina. 
September, 1911. 

Description: The Pettigrew Papers 0-772-1912) contain the papers of 
Reverend Charles Pettigrew (1772-1807), his son Ebenezer (1803-1850), 
end his grandson James Johnston (1850-1863). A fe•• relate to Charles 
Pettigrew's wife, Nary Lockhart Pettigrew (1772-1833), and to. Ebenezer's 
sons 1tJjJliam Shephard (1850-1900) and Charles !,eckhart (1850-1873), end. 
his daughter Nary (1863-1912). 

These papers are contaL~ed in eighteen bound volumes of mounted 
papers 1'-nJ seven boxes of loose papers, including one scrapbook of 

· neNspaper clippings. Papers in t):te volumes are largely correspondence 
but also inclnde some of the same type of records found in the boxes; 
these are .arranged chronologically. Haterial in the box2s is arranged 
according to the type of record and chronologically and the boXC!S are 
numbered according to the person whm e papers are contaL'led therein. 
Reverend Charles Pettigre1,, his son Eb.enezer, and his grandsons 1-.'illiam 
Shephard and Charles Lockha.rt Pettigrew spent most of their lives on 
plai1t.aticns in Tyrrell and \iashington counties. Ja;11es Joh.!1st.on Pett:i.gre1-1, 
sp311t most. of hj.s adult years travelling and studying abroad eJ1d in 
Charleston, South Carolina. Charles Pettigrew was pro::t5.n.ent in rebuilding 
the Episcopal Chu;rch ir1 North Carolina and Has the first bishop-elect in 
the State. He was also a teacher. jn his earlier ye:ars and a planter in 
his latter days. · 
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PC 13.1 

PC 13,2 

PC 13.3 

PC 13.4 

PC 13,5 

PC 13.6 

PC 13.7 

PC 13.8 

PC 13.9 

PC 13.10 

PC 13.11 

PC 13.12 

PC 13.13 

1772-1803 

1803-1817 

Volumes 

' Letters, circulars, receipts, ·'m:inutes of meetinr;s, 
noi:.ices, certificates, 

Charles, Ebenezer, and Eary Pettigre1-1 

Letters, agreements, po;<er of attorney. 
Charles, Ebenezer, and Hary Pettigreu 

1817-1830 Letters, reports, accounts, bills of lading, 
shipp:ing Usts, notices, 

1830--1833 

1833-1835 

1835-1836 
' 

1836-1837 

Ebenezer and Hary Pettigrew 

Letters, accounts, merket reports, l'!emorandums. 
Ebenezer FettiJrew 

Letters, invoices, lists, bills, receipts, pr:inted 
armouncements, resolutions, :invitations, pet.i tions. 

Etenezer l:'ettigre1f 

Lett.ers, :invit~tions, petitions, announcements, 
agreements, memorials, advertisements. 

Ebenezer PettigretT 
.• \ 

l-etters, invj_tations, c i.rculars, notices, memorials, 
Ebenezer Pet.Ugre1" · 

1837-1838 Letters, c.ppointments, notices, announcements, 
broadsides, accounts. 

1839-1840 

lShl-1843 

Ebenezer Pettigrew 

Letters, speeches, c ircu1ars, :invitations. 
Ebenezer Pettigrew 

Letters, accounts, notices, in·;-ita.tions, circulars, 
statements. 

Ebene~er Pettj.;,;re1-f 

1844-1846 Letters, in vita tions, broadsides, announcements, 
reports. 

1847-1857 

1857-1861 

Ebenezer and Ja'T!es Johnston PettigreH 

Letters, broadsides, commissions, passports, 
i_nvitations, telegrams, statements. 

Ehenezcr and James Johnston Pettigretl 

Letters' passport' resolutions' neHspaper clipr·ings' 
commissions, reports, statements, affidavits. 

J a'T!es Johnston Pet tlgrew 

:t-'C 13.14 . 1861 Letters, .minutes, reports, memorandums, notices, 
orders, telegrams, commissions. 

James Johnston Pettigrew ' 

\ 



Volumes 

PC 13.15 1861-1862 Letters, reports, commissions, telegrams, drafts, 
petitions, receipts, circulars, certifi'cates, 
orders, passes· • 

• Tan es Johnston <>nd \'lilliam S. Pettigrevl 

PC 13.16 1862 I.etters, telegrams, receipts. 
-James Johnston Pettigrew 

PC 13.17 1863-1864 Letters, orders, telegrams, reports, receipts, 
counter-signs, eulogies. 

PC 13.18 Undated 

James Johnston and WilliamS. Pettigrew 

Letters, sketches, instructions, invitations, 
specifications, agreements, drafts, memorandums, 
circulars, petitions, statements. 

Charles, Ebenezer, Jzmes Jolmston, and WilliamS. Pettigrew 

PC 13.19 

PC 13.20 

PC 13.21 

PC l3 .22 

PC 13.23 

Boxes 

1797-1811 Letters, scrm0ns, prayers, hynms. 
Pla!1tation records (labor hire, sales, purchases, 
t~~es, shipping invoices, receipts, medical bills), 

Charles Pettigrew 

1803-1850 Labor accounts, memorandum books, plantation 
accounts (bon!!d volume). 

Ebenezer Pettigrew 

l803-ltl50 Plantation rl'!cords, advertisements, broadsides, 
medical expenses, housekeeping accounts, wearing' 
apparel purchases, food and drink accounts, 

Ebenezer ~ettigrew 

1603-1850 Political items, postar:;e, books, neHspaper and 

1803-1850 

magazine subscriptions, agreements, deeds, land 
plats, inventories, settlement of est::>tes, notes, 
invit<-tions, school accounts, taxes, promissory notes. 

Ebenezer Pettigre1.; 

Tra'!eling expenses, ships 
accounts and receipts. 

Ebenezer ~etticrew · 

and shipping accounts, 

' 

PC JJ.24 1856-1912 Orders, certificates, advertisements, ne1-1spaper 
clippings, recei.pts, telegrams, legal reports, 
pamphlets. 

James Johnston PettigTew 

PC 13.25 1856-1912 :':crapbook of newspaper clippings. 
James Jolmston Pettigrew 

/' 



17h3, Narch 20 

17h3-1766 

1766 

1773 

1714-1775 

. 1775 

1778, October 29 

1779' August 2 

1783, 1'1arch 10 

1784. 

1735 

1786 

1786, Harch 16 

1789 

1791 

1794 

1797 . 

1807, Arrn 8 

. 
Charl8s Pettigrew (1743-1807) 

~ 

Born, Chambersburg, Pennsylvania 

'Lived jn VirgjnJ.a, ·North Carolina, ·and Soa-th 
G-0;p.sli_g.; ; re+-'n"u-ecl=bo · I r rt A G !3Z' e 1 iRa 

• 
'l'aur:;ht school :L'l Bute County, North Carolina 

Pr:L>lcipal of academy in Edenton, North Carolina 

Studied iri England; consecrated into Episcopal 
clery by bish?ps of Lo.'1don md Rochester 

Returned to North Carolina; became r3ctor, 
St. Paul's gpiscopal Church, Edenton 

Harried Eary Blount, de.ughter of Colo.'1el John. Blount 

John PettigreH born (died September 23·, 1799) 

Ebenezer PettigreH born (died July 8, 1848) 

Resigned pastorate beca,Jse of ill health 

Hakes voya::;e to Hest Indies 

Returned to Hax'vey' s Neck, Perc:tloiiman' s County 

!·1ary Blount Pctti;;reH died 

Hoved to Bonarva Pla'1tatloa on Lake Scuppernong, 
Tyrrell County 

Returned to St. Pecul' s, .Erianton 
' 

-'J./~C ..,• 

Harried Hary Lockhart (s~.LL2r of General Alexander 
Lillington) and moved to her ho.ne, Scotch Hall, 
Tyrrell County 

' Purchased plantation !.n TyrreJl ·c in section now 
\vashington)·County, named Belgrade 

DJ.ed 

For further references see: Ashe, Samuel. Biographical History of North 
Carolina, VI, 396-i402; D·ictionary. of American Biography, XIV, 515=:5'lo:--



FETTIG!ill,! FAPEPS .PC 13.1 - 13.25 
•ryrrelJ. and l,-Jashington Counties, North C nrolina 

1772 (1800-1865) 1912 

Charles Pettir;rew (l7b3-l807) 

The papers of Charles Pettigrew (1772-1807) contain some plantation 
records -- slave and overseer hi.re, sales, pnrchases, shipping accounts, 
receipts, etc., but are chiefly concerned with his work as an Episcopal 
minister. Included in these are -some of his sermons (in some instances 
indicating place and date of delivery), most of them titled; prayers, 
poems, and hymns; letters to the.Edentcn Gazette and the Halifax Journal, 
addressed to "Burkitt, Read, and other ministers belonging to the Baptist 
Kehukee Association," and to "People, Friends, and Brethren," signed 
Philanthropos; and miscellaneous items, includ:Lr,g notes on the matter of 
restoration of the glebe to the parish and a printed item entitled "Last 
Advice of. the Reverend Charles Pettigrew to His Sons," 1797 (4 x 6), ·12 pages. 

The earliest letters are from John Cornick, Peter Singleton, 
William White, and Charles 1-Iilliamson offering Pettigrew a church in 
Lynnha·.ren Farish, Princess Anne Cmmty, Virginia. The major portion 
of the correspondence :Lr, the bound volume relates the Reverend Pettigrew's 
efforts to strengthen the Episcopal Church in North Ca:olina (l780-i800). ~ 
These letters are to Episcopal. clergy ar,d laymen:' Nathaniel Allen, Edenton; 
Nathaniel Blount, Beaufort County; Leonard CL1tting, New Bern; Solomon Holling, 
New Bern; John Leigh, Te.rboro; and James r.. Hilson, Hartin Ccunty. Bishop 
Hilliam Hhit.e of Philadelphia instigated the movement by requesting Governor 
Samuel Johnston to call· a meeting of the Episcopal clergy in North Carolina. 
Johnston, following the theory of separation of church and state, referred 
the matter to Pettigre1-1. Pettigrew. contacted the clergy, conventions were 
held, a constitution drawn up, ar,d a bishop (Pettigrew) elected. These 
activities were reported to Bishop White in Pennsylvania. 

Jh his latter 3rears (1800-1807) Pettigre>r continued his corresp·ondence 
with one of his colleagues, Nathru1iel Blount, ar,d the two clergymen discussed 
religiolls matters, commented on the national and jnternational scene and 
denounced Thomas Pe.ine. Pettigrew also ;rrote letters of advice to (and 
received acknm-rledgements from) a nephevr, Frederick Beasley at Princeton, 
who later beca~1e an outstanding Episcopal clergyman, philosopher, and. 
author. A number of letters betvreen Pettj grew and Amarj_ah Biggs air a 
feud between the two clergymen over the sale of glebe lands. Business 
correspondence vrith Howell Tatum and John Witherspoon of Tennessee relates 
to Pettigrew's land in that territory. · 

In o.ddition to the Charles Pettigrew correspondence in the first 
volume and p3.rt of a second (PC 13.1 - 13.2) there are letters to Nrs. 
~•ary Lockhart Pettigrew (Pettigrew's second wife) from her son James, 
friends, and relatives, inclL1~ing "Cousin [Alexander] Lillington." 



PETT IDRF.\1 P JIPERS PC 13.1- 13.25 
Tyrrell and r!ash;ngton C oLmties, . H orth C c·•.rol ina 

1772 (1800-1865) 1912 

. Ebenezer Pettigrew (1783-1848) 

Ebenezer, son of Reverend Charles Pettigrew, was !:loi':1 in Tyrrell 
County. He st.udled under tutors and at the University of North Carolina, 
spent the major part of his life as a successful planter in Tyrrell and 
\•/ashingtcn counties but enteretl politics briefly, serving in the State 
Senate (1809-1810) and in the House of Hepresentatives, United States 
Congress (1835-1837\. Pettigrew came to his father's plantation (Bonarva) 
on Lake Phelps in 1803, managed that and his mother's plantation (Belgr<O.de) 
and in his letter years gave these pJentations to his t>m sons, Charles 
Lockhart and lvilliam Shephard, and built a third planta.tion (Magnolia) 
for himself. 

Petti{:',rew1 s plantation accounts are contained in four boxes of 
papers arr2li.ged· in folders ;rJ.th similar iter,;s filed together chronologically. 
Other such records 2re fo~nd among the correspondence mounted ·in ten bound 
volumes (l803-18h7). • 

One box (PC 13.20) contains a bound volume.l2.belled account book 
(1813-1825) and several unbonnd memorandum notebooks titled: Bonarva 
(1805-1808); an account of sick Negroes (1808-lBll); ditching book (1811~ 
1815); <!Ccount book 1-ri·~h Negroes (1817-1823 and 1824-1830); and 
.miscellaneous memorandums (18li5-1847). 

Papers in the ot.hor threR boxes (PC 13.21 - 13.23) deal with 
plantation management and life. These are arranged 1n several categories: 
miscellaneous accounts concernins the canal; purchases and sale of lumber, 
horses, wagons, and carriages; labor accounts (hiring and working of 
slaves); accounts and receipts (miscellaneous bills and orders and accounts 
t1ith commission rnerch;;.;1ts and mercantile firms); shipping and freight 
accounts (records of. dee, wheat, corn, staves, etc. shipped to northern 
and southern markets); travelling. expenses (hotel, tavern, and ferri2.ge 
bills); clothing and wearir1g apparel (shoes, slave cloth, clothes, 
tailoring, and jewelry for the fa."'ily); medical expenses (doctor and 
drug bills); subscription to magazi_nes and nm·rspapers and purchases of 
bool~s; postage accounts; school. accounts (tutors, Edent.onAcc>.demy, and 
1'1. J. Bingh2m1 s school); p;.·omissory notes; taxes; advertisements and 
broads j.des ( sa.les o·f plantations, slaves, fu miture, and rnachi11ery}; 
inventories and settlement of estates (inventories at Belgrade a.nd the 
estates of John Beasley, 1816-1819; l1rs. l1a.ry Pet tl.grew, 1833; and 
Ebenezer ,•l:'et.tif.rew, 1849-1850); agreements, deeds, and land plats 
(surveys of tracts of western lands in Tennessee,and property in Tyrrell 
and Hashington counties); miscellaneous 1.tems connected wl.t.h Pettigrew's 
interest in road building •a!'.d as tres.surer of ·public huildings in the 
county; pclitj:cal items (receipts for expendUures incurred L'1 campaigning 
for Congress and notes rel<J ting to bills. before the General Assembly); 
invitations and !'.otes to and from neighbors and ·friends. 



PETTIGRE\i PAPERS PC 13.1- 13.25 
Tyrrell at'ld Hashington CountJes, North Cfll'olina 

1772 (1800-1865) 1912 

The bound volumes cover Pettigrew's correspondence from 1803 
until his death irl 18h8. 

The earliest letters (1803-1806) are from Thomas E. Haughton and 
Ja:mes Iredell (both students at Prin.ceton) ~nd Ebenezer's replies. These 
recount gossip and ne;rs of friends and public figures in Edenton and Ne1-1 
Bern and Haughton's ru1d J.redell' s impressions of Princeton, 

Ebenezer Pettigrew married Anne Shephard, daughter of Hilliam 
Shephard of New Bern. A good deal of correspondence is· between Pettigrew 
and the ShGpha.rds -- 1-1ith \>Jilliam, the fathsr (1817-1819) and with the · 
brothers Hilliam B., John B., Charles B., Frededck, and R. W. (1817-1848) 
about family matters and w:lth Charles and 1-'illiam, nembers of Congress, on 
political .issues. Anne Shephard's slster Nary married Jolm Herritage Bryan 
of New Bern and after ~nne's dee.th in 1830 t.he Bryans raised Pettigrew's 

:yourtgest children -- Ju;,.es, .'1<'ry, Johnston, and Nancy-- while the older 
scns, Charles L. 2cnd.William s., Here at Btngha.'i\1 s school and later at 

'the University orNori;h Ca:Ccl:n&. John H. and Mary Bryan Nrote Pettigre;r 
fre'1uent.J:r r.ela.tive to the illneSses,. f~rowth, and education of the · 
children •. Bry'm also discussed political issues in the. State and \'l!'ote 
of mutual friends B"ld acquaintances j_n NeH Bern and Rdeigh. 

·Many pf the letters ar.e from comiaissicn merchants in New York, 
.Charleston, and Provide.nce quoting market. r!';ces, giving trade neHs·, 
and detailing purchaseB I".ade 8nd sLipped to Pettigre1-1. There. are also. 
aclmmvledgements from mercho.nts in Baltimore, Plymouth, Edenton, and 
He>! Bern of articles purchasild. or shippac\ by the comrnissbn merch2J1t's 
and sent to Petti~:,rew. A few Jet.ters· sea captains employed by Pettigre;r, 
in his m.;n or chartered vessels, describe voy".ges to <md from Hew York 
and Charleston; 

Pettic;rmv Has eJe,~ted to Congress from the third congressional 
disi;rict and scrvecl in the House.of Representatives, 1(135-1837. 
Correspondence during this period includes letters from citizcms urging 
him to run for off lee, :civing news of t.he campatr;n and election; a11d 
invitations to attend political rallies ann' dilmers. FolloH:ing the 
election Pei~t:igrew received letters from hj_s brother-in-law, vlilliam 
Shephard, advi.sing him on lodgings in 1<Jashington, and petitions from 
office seekers in the national capital. His term iTI Congress brought 
the usual letters from constitJJents requesting favors: appo:intments 
to Hest Point; claims .for :Lndernnification for Revoluti.0ne.ry Army 
servk~, the Tf!ar of 1Dl2, and the settlement of French Spoliation 
claims; appointments for postmasters, lic;hthouses, a11d mail routes; 
requests fol" ,incre8.se j_n salary a.nd clerj_cal help for C'Jstoni officers; 

. ,. 



PETTIGRE.J PAPERS .·PC 13.1 - 13.25 
Tyrrell and i;JHshington Counfj.es, North Carolina 

1772 (1800-1865) 1912 

Other'less personal demands were made for a number of projects -
dredging of Pa:mptico River, the openjng of Core Sound, and the 
establishment of a marine hospital at one of the North Carolina 
,ports. These requests entailed correspondence with the Treasury 
Department, the 1iar Depru:tment, and the Engineer's Office. 

Invitations to Pettigrew, a.s Cor15ressman, came from Washington 
hostesses: Mrs. Cass, Mr •. and Mrs. Gales, Mr. Kent, o;,merP.l and ~irs. 
McComb, and the President of the United States. 

Correspondence with Congressman Edward Stanly of Beaufort County 
imd James A;_·Pearce, me;nber from Ilaryland, kept .Pettigrew abraast of 
national affairs and such natiorcal fic;ures as Clay, Calhoun, Harrison, 
,Jackson, and Van Buren. A letter from Clay (J<:nuary 13, 1845) recalJs 
his Yisit to Raleigh end discusses his defeat in securing the 
presidential nomination. Issues of the period -- the national han.l<:, 
the sub-treasury, internal improvements, abolitionism --· and their 
effects on the 'country at large (particularly the banking question) 
are found in the letters of those on the scene in ~/ashington, as w.ell 
as in those from the people back home. Many of the letters for· the 
tHo years Pett:i.;;reH was tn Hashington are from Doctrine Davenport, -•who 
manar;ed his plantation for that period. 

Pettigrew owned·"western lands" in Tennessee and inherited 
additional lands in that region from his vrj_fe' s family. He employed 
agents to survey, pay taxes, keep off trespassers, ~nd advise about 
selling, These agents, Moses Fisk (1803-1817), Hoses Gator (1818-1848), 
and Alfred Gardner (1833-1Bh8),. kept Pettigrew· jnformed of. their ·actions. 

Correspondents also jncluded many friends and neighbors •rriting 
·from Columbia, Edenton, GreenvHle, New Be:"n, Plymouth, 1'arboro, and 
1o/indsor and in the counties, discussing politics, business, hir:LTJg labor, 
seeking advice, and describing crops. Other letter rrriters were former 
residents of eastern North Carol:L'la moved on to Alabama, Mississippi, 
and Tennessee, comparing the new lP~d and its opportunities with the old. 

James Johnston Petti.gre1< (1828-1863) 

The papers of James Johnston Pettign"'' are contained in one box 
(PC 13 .24) and in a scrapbook (13;25) and in seven bound volumes (1Bh4-
1912). 

,,_-



JeJ:Jes Johm:ton Pettigrew (1828-1863) 

ll.l28, ,Tuly 4 

18-- 1843 

l8l.r3-l847 

18~8 

1850-1852 

1852 

11\56 

1859 

1861, January 

1861, l1arch 

1861, July 

1861-1862 

1862, February 

1562, June 

1862, August 11 

1862-1863 

1863 

Born, Tyrrell County, North Carolina 

Studied under Vlilliam J, Bingham 

Attended and graduated from the University of 
~r orth C D.ro lina 

Assistant professor at Na,ral Observatory in 
Hashington, D. C. 

·Studied in Berlin and traveled in Europe 

Retqrned to Charleston; South Carolina and 
became associated with uncle James L. Petigru 
in lmv firm of Petigru and King 

Represented Charleston in the State Legislature 
for t1w sessions 

Studied military science abroad and on :return 
to Charleston organized First Rifle Regiment 
modelled on French ~ouaves 

Stationed on !•!orris Island, Charleston Harbor 

Stationed on.Sullivan's Island, Charleston Harbor 

Elected colonel of the 12th North Carolina Regiment 

Stationed at Evansport, Virginia, on the Potomac 

Ccrr"'tissioned brigadier general, Confederate Provisional 
Army, served in Willi.a-nsburg and Yorkto}m campaigns. 

Hounded and captured at Seven Pines, :imprisoned at 
FortDela>Tare, Pennsylvania 

ExchB.nged, returned to service, assigned command of 
field >Jorks near Petersburg 

Expedition into eBstern North Carolina for the relief 
of Ne>J Bern 

Brigade 1vithdra1m from l~orth Carolina., ordered to 
Hanover Junction, Virginia, defense of Richmond. 
H2rch to Pennsylvania, assign-3d to Heth' s Division 



• 
' 

1863, July 3 

1863," July 17 

1866 

• 

James Johnston Pettigrew - continued 

Attack on Cerncter; Hill, Gettysburg 

In retreat from Hagerstown, crossed Potomac at 
Falling Waters, mortally wounded: Died at house 
of Hr. Boyd, half way between Martinsburg and 
Winchester, V:irginia 

Body re-interred LTJ. family c~et:n0r, Lake Phelps; 
North Carobna 

For further ·information see: A~he, S~nuel. BioiraphicaJ.. History of 
Harth Carolina, VI, 403-410;. Dictionary of American Biography, xrv-;-516 • 
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PE'I'riDREeJ PAPK~ 
TyTrell and Wash:ington Counties, Nnrth Carolina' 

PC l).l - 13.25 

1772 (1800-1865) 1912 

The loose papers, dat:ing from 1851.1 to 1912 include: typed copy 
of a letter from General Pettigrew to Captain John 1-T. H:insdale, describing 
his capture at Seven Pi.11es; printed orders and cerbficates (.including 
.a Special Order, Committee on Jud.icie.ry, House· of Repres'enta.tives, South 
Carolina, 1858); advertisements; nwspaper clippings re1nt:ing to general 
orders from the governor of South Carolina's office to his aide-de-camps 
·(1856-1858); Civil '\>iar iter.ts; the dL1el between E. !1agrath and I'Jilli.am R, 
Taber, Jr. (September-December, 1856);' poet.ry; a;1d obituaries, A folder 
of miscellau1eous items includes notes on the South Carol ina RaU.fication 
ConYention (1856); receipts, Hsts of ordnance supplies sent to Raleigh, 
1861; and notes relative to a lecture by Paul H. Hayne, 1857, A folder 
of rriJlted material contains reports of cases of the law· ftrm of Petigru 
and King (1854-1858), ani four pamphlets: Uniform and Dress of the Army. 
(Richmond: Chas. H. \>lynne, Printer, 94 Main Street-;-18~llpages-~
Proceedings of the Democratic State Convention of South Carolina .• 
(Colwnbia; s:-c-;:- Steam Power Press of R. W. Gibbes, 1856), 29 pages, 
Hinoritv Report EE: the Slave Trade, Submitted to the Legislature, November, 
1857. (Charleston: Harper & Calvo, Printers, l2~ast Bay, 1858), 40,pages, 
(SL'btitle - Report of the J•iiJlority of the Spccid Committee of Seven to 
\vhom Has Referred So Much of Gov. Actain• s Nessa0;e; No. l, as Relates to 
Slavery and. the Slave Trade.) Official Proceedings of The Democratic 
Nati.0nal Convention, Held in, Cincinnati, June 2-6, lB>"c.-Publlshed by 
order of the Conventi~ (Cincinnati: l!;nquirer Compauzy Steam Printirg 
Establishment, 1856), 78 pe~es, • 

. The scrapbook of nm>spaper clippin8S (PC l3 .25) covers a period 
· from 1856 to 1912 e.nd includes articles in Ger;nan, Spanish; and French, 

u.s >mll as Engli.sh, and contains clippings of poetry, obituaries, news 
iter,Js, ar.rl a.rti.r.les from ,such newspapers as the Standard (Charleston), 
the Charleston Courier, the State Journal (Ralei.gh), the Standard (Relei:6h), 
the Register (Rc>.leigh), the ~teville Observer, the Patriot (Greensboro), 
the NeH York Times, the Norning Herald (St. Louis, Missouri), the Richm0ad 
Whig:-Ehei'ITclun"nd Examiner, and the Petersbur{; Index, NeHs itellls report 
the Democratic Rati.ficati.on Convention in South Carolina (1856), election 
of Pettigre1-r to the State legislature, and his appointment e.o aide to the 
governor of South Carolina. Articles cover such subjects as reopenL~g of 
the slave trade (1857-1859) <md Pethgrel-11 s minorj_ty report to the le.::;isla.ture 
on the subject; the firing· of Fort Sumter; a history of Charleston; the 
cotton trade; method of treating yellm• fever; a University of North 
Carolina .commencement (1847); and the Southern Commercial Convention held 
at Hontc0mery, Alab=a in lb58. Hany items relate to the Civil \>lar, 
particularly the GettysbL1rg Campaign <and the death of Gem;ral Pettigrew. 
Several loose items i.n the sc:rapbook are e. sketch of Seminary and Cemetery 
Rid::;e, "Les Lanciers -Description of the Figures as Danced in Neloiport and. 
Saratoga during the last Season, 11 and an extra of the State ,Tournai (Raleigh) 
eivi.P.€; the official vote of North Carolina for electors for presi.dcnt and 
vice president of the Confederacy issued :in a proclamation by Governor Clark, 

' 
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The bound volumes (PC 13.11- 13.18), dating from 1846-1863, 
contain correspondence and'miscellaneous items. The earliest letters 
(18L~6) are from g. Burke Haywood in Raleigh and E. C. Yeilo1<ley in 
Greenville to _JalJleS Johnston Pettigrew, a student at Chapel Hill, and 
later (1847) from D. 1. S1o1ain, asking PettigreN about shelving in the 
Library of congress in connection with arre.nging book space at the 
Ph}. Hall at th~ University of North Carolina. 

After leaving the Univers.ity Pettigrew spent a year at the 
Hationa:l Observatory in 1-Jash:iJlgton before gain:!: abroad to travel· 
and study (1850-1852). His letters for this peri.od are from Seville, 
Gra'1ada, 81'.d l·lalaga, addressed chiefly to D. H. Barringer, United States 
Ambassador to Spain, describing his travels and di.scussing Barringer's 
position in regard to the'question of the annexation of Cuba. 

On his return to America PettigreN completed his ·law studies 
under hi.s l'TlCle Jrn~es 1. Petigru of Charleston, South Carolina and 
became associated with him -in the firm of Petigru and King. Pettigrew 
developed <m futerest fu politic~! fu 1856 and helped plPJl the Democratic 
Ratification Conventlon fu South C&rolina for that year. Correspondence 
in this regard includes letters and telegrams from P. S. Brooks and 
James L. or.r in Washfugton and from South Carolinians at home st?.ting ' . their intent-ion, or irrability, to attend the convention. Jn the same 
yee.r Pettigr~ was active in the inaugure.tion of Governor R. F. H. Allston 
and >Ias appoint~d one of his _aides. The l1ae;rath-1'a:)er ,duel in September, 
1856 was the subject of numerous letters, ci.rculars, and statements. 

PettigreH was a member of the Sonth Carolina legislature .for t>ro 
sessicms (1856-1858) •. His outstanding. accomplishment there rras Hark on 
a revisal of the courts and his report against the revival of the slave 
trade. ThJ.s report WOi1 wide acclaim and he received many letter of 
congratulation and requests for copies. Correspondence Nith South 
Carolina political leaders,. at. this time aad later, included letters 
from James Conner, James FarraN, Hade Hampton, e.nd James L. Orr. 
Conner was Pettigrew's most frequent correspondent for the years he 
spent in Charleston and until, they both entered Confederate service. 
Amonc; the correspondents during this period (1856-1861) were several 
relatives,. !3en 2nd Joseph Blythe Allston, Henry Lesesne, ann ltf. Porcher 
Hiles. 

Antjcipatjng the comin~ war., Pett:Lgre:-1 returned to Europe to 
study military science. On 'lis return h3 organized a miU.tary company, 
thP. First Regiment. of Rifles, and drilled them accordfug to ''hat he had 
learned in 'Europe. Correspondence and records relate to meetings, drills, 
parad-es, absentees, disability certifi.c~tes, anci furloughs. Pettigrew's 
regiment played a leadfug role in the defense of Charleston in. the days 
preceding ·the surrender of Fort Sumter. 
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From 1861 until his death .in 1863 Pettigrew's correspondence 
concerns, aJJr,ost. entir8ly, miJ.itary matters. In the days before actual 
outbreak of war, the R.ifle Regiment was stat.ion3d on ·Norris Island in 
clGnuary and February (1861) and on Sullj_v5.l1 1 s Island in Harch. 
Correspondence for .these months contains inn.umerable requests for staff 
positions and from companies wishing to join the regiment. Pettigre••' s 
letters contejn suggestions. for defense, accou~ts of preparations for 
attack, and requests ·for the engineer, art.HlerJ', quartGM.nEt.er, and 
medical departments to Brigadier Genr>."·al R. G .M. Dunova.>t, cormnandjng S. C. 
forc8s. Rerort.s .r;ive the posit ion cif Pettigrew' s troops on the island 
3!ld his observation of the activities at Fort Slllllter • 

. . 
After the surrender of Sumter, Pettigrew endeavored to get into 

active se.rvice in Virginiao Correspondence with· Governor Francis 1~ a 

Pickens, Jefferson Davis, and Secretary of Har John Tyler show his 
efforts in this regard. FaiJ.ing to get his regiment into Confederate 
service, ho left the regiment and joined Hi!n.pton' s Legion in Virginia, 
Shortly aftenrards (July, 1861) he >ras elected colonel of the 12th 
North Caroljna Regiment and received h5.s cormnission fror.1 Governor 
Henry T. Clark. Dur::ng this t:iJne PettigreH received letters from 
D. I.. SHain writing of his hopes for peace and his approv;1l of North 
Carolina calling a convention. letters from ]1is r'lle.tive Phil Porcher, 
.Tr., describe to get out of the United States Navy and into Co!lfederate 
service. His uncle Jar.1es L. Petigru expla:ms his Unionis.t sympathies. 

_, . 
Correspondence c>Jld reports (1861-1862) .trace Pettigrew's 

organization of his regiment. These include repo:-ts of ordnance 
stores received 8t Raleigh in July and Augnst., 1861; certifications 
of deRths of n'embers of the regiment givmg a physical description, 
enlistment date, etc., comp"iled by the company commanders; and a list 
of the members of t'-10 companies from South Carolina -- Butler's Rifles 
of Ridgeville and the Colleton Rifle Corps. 

Petti<;re>r1 s regh1ent, stationed at Camp Holmes, was j11structed 
to b11ild batteries at Eva.t'l.sport-, Virginia to block the Potomac. Orders 
and correspondence car.Je from Adjutant General D. H. Naury and General 
T. H. Holmes, stationec! at Brook's Station near Fredericksburg. At 
this time Petti.r,reH attempted to secure a commission in the regular, 
rather thnn the volunteer; forces of the Confederacy and corresponded 
with 1•1. PorcherMiles and lv, H. H. Smith in the Confederate Congress 
and Secret.ery of War Judah P. Benjamin :in this regard. He did not 
receive a commissj.on in the regUlar army but was promoted to brigadier 
gen<>.:-<:1 in t.he prO"Irisional arniy_,o · \·lhen he decli.TJed the promotion, his 
friends D. 1-i.. Barrinr;er, Grahrun Daves of New Bern, ru;d 1'1. F. Naury of 
Richmond, urged hi.'ll to reconsider and Ge!Eral J. G. Nartin offered his 
congratulations and support. 
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Pettigrew was wounded at the battle of Seven P:ines, June, 1862; 
reported dead, he vras captured and sent first to Baltbnore e.nd then to 
Fort Delaware jn Pennsylvania. Letters and telegrams :informed his brother 
ivilliam ~-. of his reported death and later verification of his capture~ 
Friends, relatives,_ and acqua:intances wrote messages of condolence and 
offers of aid. Follovring his exchange PettigreH returned to duty near 
Petersburg. Official correspondence between Pettigrew and GenGral G. W. 
Smith at Richmcnd and GeneraJ. s. G. French at Petersburg· and between 
Pettigrew and residents of Suffolk and Southampton counties, Virg:inia, 
:indicate·his attempts to Gain accurate and detailed knowledge of the 
terrain in those counties and of the enemy strength at Suffolk. Neus 
of the Confederate Congress :in Richmond is found ':in letters from James 
Farrm• and 1-1. Porcher Hiles, and from North Carol:ina in correspondence 
with Governor Vance and l·J. ·lv. Holden. Vance l·ras interested in establish:ing 
a military department of North Carolina with Pettigrew in comm!lJ1d• 

For the ye.ar 1863 reports and orders i.'lclude pr:inted military 
orders relative to str2gglers and notice of a reduction in tr2.nsportation 
f.?.cilities. vlithin the .regbnent are reports on inspectio;1 of several 
companies (11th, 26th, 44th, and 52nd) by Lieutene.nt L. G. Young; telegrams 

. concerning expected enemy action azainst Hilm:ington; reports of .those 
killed or wounded in PettigreH1 s brigade at New Bern, ~"-Y li~, 1863; and 
counter-signs ordered by General Lee for June and July, 1863. 

Early in 1863 Pettigrew's regbnent was sent to eastern North 
Carol:ina, e.nd stationed at Hagnolia, in the ca'Tlpaign planned to drive 
the Federals out of Nevi Bern. Frequent communications fran General French, 
:in connnand at Goldsboro, followed the concentrat.ion of Federal forces at 
Beaufort with speculation regard:ing thair departure and destination, 'and 
sur;gested a mo·1ement to protect the planters of Tyrrell and V/ashington 
counties in order to provide a source of provisions. D. H. Hill replaced 
French :in command and began a push that extended from the James to the 
Cape Fear :in an effcrt to expel the enemy from the eastern seaboard. 
Petti.grew' s objective 1-ras New Bern. Follm-ring this campaign he was ./"' 
ordered to Hanover Junction, Virg:inia, to protect the bridges over the 
South md Anna rivers, and there he received instructions from General 
Longstreet and Secretary of War Seddon. 

In the Gettysburg Campaign Pettigrevr jo:ined Heth' s Division and 
charged at. P!.ckett' s left. In the retreat from Hagerst.o>m and across 
the Potomac, Pettigrew was mortally wounded at Falling Haters, July 17, 
1863. 
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Further material on James Johnston Pett:igret.- is fo!lnd in the 
volume of ·undated papec·s. This includes such items as Pettigrew's 
request· for transfer to the An•lJ' of the Potomac; reports on Federal 
forces at Suffolk; a report explaining hj.s defeat at New Bern; a 
statement giving names and counties from which various companJ.es 
(11th, 36th, and 52nd) came; artillery instructions; pencil sketches 
of. fortifications at r1sshjngton, of the ·rar and Painlico rivers, Blount 
Creek, and Swift Creek (New Bern campaign), and of Suffolk, Virginia. 

Soon after Pettigrew's death his sister, Mary Pettigrew, began 
collection of material for a biography of her ·brother. The main 
correspondent in this regard is James Conner. Con..11er, immediately 
folJ.m,.ing Pettigrew's death, wrote a reminiscence of their friendship; 
he' also suggested Hilliam Henry Trescot as his biographer. Letters in 
response to. Nary Pettigrew's requests were received from: W. G. Baker, 
Norfoliq D. M. Barringer, Raleigh; Bryan Grimes, Grimesland; John Hughes, 
New Bern; Collett Leventhorpe, New York; and N. F. Haury, ~II, Lexington, 
Virginia. 

Hilliam S. Pettigrew ( 1818-1900) 

Willia--n S., son of Ebenezer Pettir;reH, graduated from the 
Un! .. versity of North Caroljna :!n 1837 and received an M .A, degree 
from there j.n_ 1868; m.s fat.her turned over the management of one 
of his rJ.e .. t1tations to him in the 181+0' s a...l'Jd he apparently lived there 
until the Civil \.Jar. He was a member of the State Convention of 1861. 
Sometime after ·the outbreak of the we.r he seer.1s to have moved to Ha.Yl'rood 
in Chatham County. As a me:nber of the Senior Reserves in North Carolina, 
he was present dttring the bombardment of Fort :r.'isher. LYJ the 1880 1 s he 
was living in Ridgeway, Harren County, North Ce.rolina and t,ras a m·inister 
of the gospel. 

h'illia:n' s pa.pers are found in the volmnes covering the period 
of Jwnes Johnston PettigreH (PC 13.1) - 13.17) and the'volume of undated 
material (PC 13.18). There are rough drafts ofHilliam 1 s opinions or 
thoughts on some qnestions before the Convention of 1861: the ::Jtay La11; 
the ordina.."lce dee.Ung with the suggestion of retaliation for northern 
seizure of l~egroes; adoption of the CoXl.:federate Constitution; the 
ordjnance frcm the Committee on Taxatton and Revenue (advocating 2n ad 
valorem t2..x); transfer of State troops· to the Confederacy; and substitution 
of some other method of control for the MHitary Board. He received letters 
and telegrams announcing the supposed death of General PettigreH jn 1862 
and Hrote hs brother rel8ting his trip to. Richmond; on receiving t.he news, 
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and of the arrange;nents he .made. 1-i"hen General Pettigrew was mortally 
..;rounded jn July, 1863, >·Tilliam •~as again notified and informed of the 
.arrangements for transporting the body to Raleigh. Letters from South 
Carolina, offeri.11g sympathy, include one from Governor Francis IV. Pickens 
detailing his amniration for James Johnston Pettigrew and the part he 
played in defending the harbor of Charleston early in 1861. A letter 
from 1Villiam (1882),. to Thomas Kingsbury, vlilmjngton, North Carolina,. 
gives the genealogy .of Je.rdes L. Petigru of Charleston, 

See also: Personal Collections, Miscellaneous Papers - P for two 
items of>villiam S. Pettigrew, 1862 and 1865. 
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Collection: PETTIDREW PAPERS - Addition 

. Physical Description: Letter, sheet music; 2 items. 

Acquisi'tion: Transferred from 11!1usic Collection."· 
1961, August 

P.C 13.24 

•• • 

Description: This undated letter is from William H. Capers to 
James Johnston Pettigrew, transmitting i copy of" ·a march he 
dedicated to Pettigrew, The sheet music is a copy of the 
"Rifle Regiment Quick Step," dedicated to Col. J. Johnston. 
Pettigrew and the officers and members of the First Rifle 
Regiment, by William Henry Capers, Charleston, South Carolina. 
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