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Physical Description: 38 items; correspondence', reports, newspaper extracts, 
photograph, research notes, etc. 

Acquisition: From Biennial Report, 1914-1916. 
relative to Archibald Debow Murphey received 

Letters and research notes 
from William Henry Hoyt of 

New York; other material received at this time was placed in the William 
Polk Papers, P.C. 47 .1. Reprint of magazine article concerning Hoyt's 
research on the legend of Peter Stewart Ney, gift of Dr. James W. Patton, 
April 2, 1963. 

Description: William Henry Hoyt of Greenwich, Conn., was born in New York 
City, received a bachelor's degree from Fordham University, a master's 
degree from the .University of Vermont, a law degree from Harvard, and an 
honorary degree from the University of North Carolina, 1954. Upon ac
quiring papers of his great-grandfather Archibald D. Murphey, Hoyt became 
inter·ested ·in North Carolina history and pursued this interest on such 
time as he could spare from his law practice in New York. He. published 
the "best reasoned attack" on ·the authenticity of the. Mecklenburg Dec
laration of Independence, A Study of Evidence Showing that the Alleged 
Early Declaration ••• is Spurious, 1907. Seven years later he finished 
editing the papers of Archibald Murphey for the North Carolina Historical 
Commission. 

Hoyt became interested in the legend of Peter Stewart Ney who had 
once been employed by Archibald Murphey to assist in the writing of his 
proposed state history; Murphey had referred to Ney as a Scotsman by 
birth. Although Hoyt did not live to publish the fruits of his 14 years 
of research on the Ney legend, his large collection o~manuscripts, in
cluding microfilm reels of the Lyman c. Draper (Wisconsin) research on 
the Ney legend, is deposited in the Southern Historical Collection at 
UNC-Chapel Hill. 

Dr. Georg~ V. Taylor, professor of Europeaa history, UNC-c:,apel 
Hill, examined the Hoyt papers and published an article: "Scholarship 
and Legend, lvill1am Henry Hoyt's Research on the Ney Controversy," South 
Atlantic Quarterly, Vol. LIX, lio. 3, Summer Issue, 1960. A reprint of 
the article is in this collection. 
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Also included in the Ney material is a photograph of the "regis
tration" and/or "declaration of intent" of naturalization (See Septem
ber 15, 1958, U. S. Assistant Attorney General to N. C. State Archives) 
filed by Ney in 1820 in Bennettsville, S. C., with several letters 
concerning the law forbidding reproduction of naturalization papers. 
Hoyt sought permission to publish this facsimile for an article in the 
North Carolina Historical Review [not published] in which he planned 
to "attempt to prove that Peter Stewart Ney was not the marshal, but 
a native of Scotland, born in 1787, and a refugee from justice." 

II letter of 1958 from Mrs. Dorothy MacKay Quynn concerning use of 
this naturalization document is also in the collection. Mrs. Quynn 
finish~d a manuscript on the Ney question in 1950; her lecture. on the 
subject was published in the bulletin of l'Institut Napoleon the same 
year. For a reprint of this article see Peter Stewart Ney Papers 
(P.C. 800.1). [Mrs. Quynn was on the Duke University faculty, 1930-
194 7 .] 

The balance of the collection consists of research.notes and let
ters relative to Hoyt's publication of the papers of Archibald Murphey. 
There is a calendar of notes from the Washington,· D. C. National 
lntelligencer and the Baltimore Niles Register, 1812-1827. Although 
the notes frequently refer. to Murphey and to internal improvements in 
N. C., there is a good deal of miscellaneous Carolinians. Notes from 
various North Carolina newspapers, 1787-1831, refer specifically to 
sectionalism and attempts to call a constitutional convention. Notes 
from the N. C. University Magazine, 1852-1853, refer to Murphey and 
miscellaneous other subjects; a report on internal improvements prior 
to 1815 is based on·newspaper sources. 

Other materials relative to the .Murphey papers are a list of the 
General Joseph Graham-Archibald Murphey papers; a list of Murphey 
papers printed in the N. C. University Magazine; two letters (1904) 
with enclosure, from researcher in Orange County courthouse. 

Also included are two letters (1910) from a great-granddaughter 
of.General William Lenoir concerning the general's papers; two letters 
(1904) from W. A. Graham concerning his book, General Joseph Graham 
and his Revolutionary Papers, and the general's correspondence with 
Murphey; and a report by Murphey to the trustees of the University of 

·North Carolina on western lands, 1824 (typescript). 
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Of interest .is an account of the due~between Duncan Cameron and 
William Duffy as told to Hoyt by Colonel Benehan~ ·cameron, 1909, 
written on Yarborough House stationery. 

W, H. Hoyt's notebook is a collection of materials'which are gen
erally relevant to the proposed publication of the letters of Archibald 
Murphey. Included are 319 pages of notes concerning North Carolinians 
from early nineteenth century newspapers in the Library of Congress and 
the Harvard University Library with indexes to these notes; lists of 
Murphey correspondence; copies or 1814 letters-to-the-editor concerning 
the Battle of King's Mountain; an account of the Moravian land suit in 
Wilkes County [Supreme Court, 1814] by Miss Adelaide Fries; and a 1910 

·exchange of letters between Hoyt and Benehan Cameron about the deletion 
of certain references in the Murphey to Ruffin letters before publi-
cation. 

Arrangement of Papers: 
P.C. 48.1 Correspondence, etc. 

48.2 Notebook 

Finding Aids: 
Main Entry· Card 
Date Cards 

1812-1819 
1820..;1827 
1852-1853 

Autograph Cards 
Cameron, B[enehan] 
Graham, William A •. 
Hoyt, W. Henry 
Murphey, Archibald D, 
Nash, Frank 
Norwood, Laura L. 
Quynn, Dorothy MacKay 

Subject Cards 
CAMERON, DUNCAN 
CENSORSHIP 
DUFFY, WILLIAM 

' 
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Finding Aids (Cont'd): 
Subject C~rds (cont'd) 

ELECTION OF 1814 

See Also: 

FRIES, ADELAIDE 
GASTON, WILLIAM 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 1818 
GRAHN-! , J 0 S EPH (GENERAL) 
HAYWOOD, JOHN 
INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS 
LENOIR, WILLIAM (GENERAL) 
NORAVIANS 
NURPHEY, ARCHIBALD 
NEWSPAPERS 
NEY, PETER STEWART 
NORTH CAROLINA HISTORY 
SECTIONALISM 
STANLY, JOHN 
YANCEY, BARTLETT 
YARBOROUGH HOUSE 

P.C. 47.1 William Polk Papers 
P.C. 800.1 Peter Stewart Ney Papers 
Southern }mnuscript Collection, UNC, 

Henry Hoyt Papers 
Major William A. Graham, General Joseph Graham and. his Papers 

on North Carolina Revolutionary History, (Raleigh: Edwards 
and Broughton, 1904). 

William Henry Hoyt, The Mecklenburg Declaration of Indepen
dence, A Study of Evidence Showing that the Alleged Early 
Declaration of Independence by.Mecklenburg County, North 
Carolina, on May 20th, 1775, is Spurious, (New York: 
G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1907). 

William Henry Hoyt (ed.), The Papers of Archibald D. Murphey, 
(Raleigh: North Carolina Historical Commission, 1914), 2 
vola. 

Finding Aid completed 31 January 1972 by Ellen z. McGrew. 
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