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Physical Description: c. 475 items; letters, deeds, grants, wills, estate 
. papers, certificates, notes, indentures, powers of attorney and other 
legal paper~~ pamphlets, ne~spaper clippings, and other miscellaneous 
papers, 
' 

Acquisition: From Biennial Report:·. 1932-1934, 377 letters and manuscripts, · 
chiefly from Duplin [Blade~] County, collected and presented by Rev, C[alvin] 
B[<iyd] Heller, Salisbury,. N.C. Contains letters from Geo[rge] E. Badger, 
W[alter] w. Lenoir, W[alter] L[eake] Steele, John Biggs, etc.; February 4, 
1935, addition,. two letters and a paroled prisoner's pass, 1854-1865; . ._ 
MarCh 4, 1935, addition, 23.miscellaneous papers, 1795-1891; March 26, 1935, 
addition, 3 miscellaneous papers, 1849-1862, 12 typewritten copies of Wiiis, 
deeds, etc.; March 28f 1935, addition,.3 letters,. 1861, 1862, 3 pamphlets, a 
map of Texas, 1867, a so part of an advertisement; At:il 4 1935, addition, 
40·manuscripts and.pamphlets, 18ll-1923, n.d.; May 1~ 193~, addition, 9 

· ~JIIIJIIU manuscripts, 1820-1854, n,d. · · · 

Description: This collection consists primarily of papers relating to 
several prominent Bladen County families, The bulk of the correspondence 

· is that of Thomas D. S. McDowell (1823-1898l1 member of the N.C. House 
and Senate,· Confederate Congressman ( 1861-loo4), and trustee of the· 

· University of North Carolina. A second group of material is that of 
··James Robeson as administrator for the estate of U.S. Congressman James 

Iver· McKay. Other noteworthy papers belonged to Dr. Alexander McDowell 
(father of Thomas), and various members of the Byrne, Carmichael and 
Robeson families. · 

The Thomas D. S. McDowell papers contain correspondence commenting 
on state and local elections for the 1846-1861 period and national politics 

. 'during 1854, 1856, and 1858, There are a significant number of items in 
these papers which· are related to the Civil War, Letters tell of conditions 
in Alabama with regard to the impending conflict,· the atmosphere iri Wilming- · 
ton after the fall of Fort Sumter, and the charge that naval stores were 

.· .. being shipped to the north for use in u.s. shipbuilding·. Other Civil War 
.. correspondence contains comments on troop movements, problems of health, 

lack of rations, and. dissatisfaction with present duty assignments, Several .. 
letters contain lists of articles being sent to the troops by various 
soldiers' relief and ladies' aid societies, and a letter from McDowell to 
his wife tells of the funeral of former President Tyler. 'rhe McDowell 
papers also contain correspondence from John H, Wheeler concerning his 
forthcoming book [Historical Sketches of North Carolina From 1584 to 1851 
(1851)], officers of the Cape Fear Agriculturat Association relating plans 
for a fair in .Wilmington (1870), a description of an earthquake in Bladen 

.County (1886), political·predictions for North Carolina in 1886, and busi-
ness and personal matters. .There are also a number of invitations, gradua
tion programs, a questionnaire, arid other miscellaneous material • 
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Of particular interest is the material pertaining to the settlement 
cif the est.ate of General James Iver McKay. Most of the correspondence, 
inventories, receipts, etc. are directed to James Robeson as administra
tor for the estate, and they concern the preparation for and actual . 
transporting of the McKay slaves (over 100 in number) for colonization 
in Liberia (1855-1859). There are also a few items pertaining to McKa;y 
himself written prior to his death in 1852, in:luding an uiXiated court 
proceeding ~oncerning the estate of. Patrick Kelly. 

The remainder of the family papers consist of scattered items be
longing to several Bladen County families, The Dr. Alexander McDowell 
correspondence contains a few letters discussing medical problems and 
procedures, along with others of a personal nature. Robeson family 
papers include a brief listing of private accounts, a deed of patent, 
a tax assessment of farm products a petition for the settlement of the · 
estate of Thomas F. Robeson {1867~, and various certificates and receipts. 
Military papers pertaining to the Robeson family include several letters 
written from the lower Cape Fear area during the Civil War telli~ of 
military activities and personal hardships in producing salt and food, 
military passes (1862), a description of E.·N. Robison [sic) and John 

·A. Burney with a list of pay and clothing (1862), and a paroled prisoner's 
pass for E. N. Robeson. The Carmichael papers include orphan's apprentice 
indentures for William Stanly and Elsy Carter, a listing of lumber for 
building Fayetteville Arsenal aiXi Armory (1862), personal letters, tax 
estimates, receipts·, and certificates.- The majority of tl'e Byrne family 
material is related to the settlement of the estate of Matthew Byrne 

· (1841). Other items include a militia co!11llission for Alexander J. Byrn[e) 
(1827), receipts, accounts, and legal warrants concerning various members 
of the Byrne family. · 

Land records in the c. B.· Heller Collection consist of a large number 
of grants, deeds; and plats for Bladen County from 1735 to 1859. Deeds for 
members of the McDowell, Robeson, and Byrne families are included here as 
are grants or deeds for John Dallison, ·Hugh Waddell, Maurice Moore, Angus 

·Shaw, Thanas Axon, Isaac Jones, and Samuel Cain, among others. Tmre are 
also several deeds for Robeson County and an undated sketch showing the 
western portion of Brunswick County. 

There is a large quantity of miscellaneous material which includes 
letters from various individuals describing life in Georgia {1848), poli
tics in southeastern North Carolina (1849), land title problems (1856), 

·Civil War activities (1861-1863), and other topics, Also included is a 
copy of the will of Travis H. Harvey (1805), and i terns relating to the 
estates of Joseph Cain (1801), Archibald Buie (1812), Abell Burney (1620), 
William Streety (1838), Jenkins Perry (1856), Neil Furgis~n (1859), and · 
David Sikes (1870), .· ·. 
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There· are several printed political pamphlets giving General Winfield 
Scott•s correspondence with W. L, Marcy; speeches of Stephen A, Douglas, 
John A. Dix, and· B. F. Hallett; and an address by JUdah P, Benjamin on the 
acquisition of Cuba (1859). There is also an incanplete copy of "Rules for 
the House of RepresentatiVes of the Confederate States," political circulars 
concerning Franklin Pierce and Winfield Scott,· and typescripts of abstracts 
of deeds and private letters, A map of Texas (1867) has been withdrawn and 
placed in M.C. 146-I. 

other miscellaneous material includes bills of sale of slaves, a 
Pennsylvania commission for Boltzer Stiver (1831), Bladen County marriage 
bond for· Alex i, Troy and Maria I, Smith ( 1846), list of members of Bladen 
County Guards (1861), tax lists, memorials, accounts, advertisements, 
promissory notes, a report of guard at the Military Academy at Hillsboro, 
certificates, bankruptcy notice, school census (1870), Louisiana State 
Lottery Company tickets, certificate of appointment of Oscar L, Clark to 
Bladen Council of Defense (1917), a newspaper article on the Lower Stone 
Reformed Church of Rowan .County, and other miscellaneous items, 

Arrangelll!nt of Papers: 
P.C, ll9,1 Thomas D. S. McDowell Papers, 1841-1888, n,d.; Dr. 

Alexander McDowell Papers, 1823-1846 
ll9,2 James I. McKay-Jalll!s Robeson Papers, 1830-1861; Robeson 

(1799-1874), Carmichael (1816-1906), and Byrne (1827-
1894) family papers; deeds and grants, 1735-1859 

119,3 Miscellaneous Papers 

Finding Aids: 
Main Entry Card 
Geographic Card - Bladen County 
Autograph Cards 

Ashe, Thomas . Samuel 
Ashe, William Shepperd ~ 
Battle, William Horn 
Bingham, William 
Bingham, William James 
Brogden, Curtis Hooks 
Engelhard, Joseph A. 
Fuller, Thomas C, 
Hale, Edward J. 
Lyon, Chatham Calhoun 
McClammy, Charles 
McKay, James Iver 
.Manly, Charle's 
Martin, James G, 
Meares, Gaston 
Moore, Samuel Preston 
Page, Rufus H, · 
Phillips, Charles 
Steele, Walter Leake 
Strange, Robert 
vance, ZebulonBaird 
Wheeler, John Hill 
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Subject Cards 
Benjamin, Judah P, - speech on acquisition of Cuba (1859) 
Bladen County - estates papers and land records 
Bladen County Guards - members of (1861) 
Brunswick County - sketch of 
Burney, John A. - description of (1862) 
Byrne Matthew - estates papers (1841) 
Cape fear Agricultural Association - fair in Wilmington (1870) 
Carter, Elsy - orphan's apprentice indenture (1829) 
Civil War - conditions in Cape Fear area 
Civil War - moverents of and provisions for troops 
Earthquake - Bladen County (1886) 
Fayetteville Arsenal and Armory - building material for (1862) 
Pamphlets ":" political (1852) 
Politics - local, state, national (1846-1861) 
Robison (Robeson], E. N. - description of (1862) 
Rowan County church - Lower Stone Reformed Church 
Slaves- colonization of Liberia with' former slaves (1857) 
Stanly, William - orphan's apprentice indenture (1817) 

. Troy, Alex I, - marriage bond, to Maria I. Smith (1846) 
TYler, John - funeral of former president 

Date Cards " · · r ·, 

1846~1849 
1850-1859 

. 1860-1869 

Finding Aid completed 7 July 1966, by Don Lennon 
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