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Colleetioa: GREOORY, J01!N T., PAPEHS ( 1832-1905) 
Halifax County, North Carolina 

P.c.229.l-229,2J 

18/.(9-1910 

Ph)'Bieal Deseriptfoa: Letters, broadsides~ leat'lets, invitatians, programs, 
pamphlets, receipted bills, bills of lading, purchase orders, inventories, 
bank statemerits, promissory notes; 6 notebooks of accounts; 1 bound 
volume, 4.,809 items, 

· Acquisition: 

... 

Description: ·John Tillery Gregory, Halifax native, was born in tlorthalliPton 
County, Febr11ary ll, 16321 ·the son. of Dr, Thomas Wynns and Mary (Tillery) 
Gregory. He was raised by his uncle Najor John Tillery, Halifax planter, 
LeaVing school at twenty, Gregory was 8111Ployed in Stephen Burrows' 
mercantue· business. With this experience, he entered partnership with 
w. W~ Daniels and they successfully operated a stcre knolin as Daniels 
and Gregory, An interest in politics led to Gregory's appointment as 
Clerk of the Superior Court in Halifax Counti}r in 18.5.5 and as town 
treasurer in 1860. Aft'r the war he was elected Clerk of the Court of 
Pleas and Quarter Sessions (1866) and when this office was abolished 

. two years later, .he was elected Clerk of the Superior Court and remained 
~ :i.n office until his retirement :i.n 1894.. For sixteen years he served as 

sec!etary of the local masonic lodge, · 

; Gregory's milite.ry service began with his enlistment in the 
Halifax L~ht Infantry and .election as sergeant. The Light Infantry 
beemne Company F in the Second Regiment of Volunteers and :Later 

.Company G in the Twelf'th North Carolina State Troops. On reorganization 
of the regiment at Norfolk, Gregory was elected lieutenant. Colonel · 
a. o. Wade, commanding the regiment, appointed him adjutant on the 
battlefield at Cold Harbor. The regiment participated in the battles 
of Hanover Junction, Seven Dcys1 Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, the 
Wilder:1ess, ·and Spottsylvania Court House, where Gregory was captured, 
He was imprisoned ai Foint Lookout, was later transferred to Fort 
Delawa;oe, r·emaining there until June, 1865~. · · 

,. 
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Gli001ifl.l'1 JOHN '!'., fAP!SRS (18;,2-1905) 
fialH'A!t County, f! orth Carolina 

~849-1910 

• 
P. c. 229 .l 

P. C • 2?9.2 

1'. c. 2~9.3 

P. c. 229.4 

f". c. 229.5 

P. C. 22$1.;7 

1'. c. 229.8 . 

P. C. 229.9 

l'. c. 229.10 

f'. c. 229.11 

P. c. 229.12 

r. c. 229.13 . 

•· 
Boxes 

J.ett~s (1850•1879) 

· T.et ters ( lllS0-1899) .. 
Letters (1902-1903) 

Letters (1904-1910, undated) 

1Uscelltmeo118 Accounts (lllli.Sl-1905) 
ll<tpa1ra (1877-1680) 
School Records (1879-1904) 

· Orgenizaticns ( 18~4-1ll58) 
· Clerk Superior Court (1855-1894) 

l"olitieal PBpers (1857-lll94) 
C1vU rlsr l'Apera (lBfJ.-1865; 1698) 

Finsncial Reecirds (1880-1905) 
Bank deposits 
Ce.nceUed checks 
5tatements on notes and interest diZ& 

f'am Records (1677·1902) 
Cotton Shipment& (1877-1900) 
Cotton Seed Shipments (1900-1902) 

Fa~ Reeords ( 1850..1879) ' 
Cor:respo_nd'erioe - cotton me:rehnnta, etc. 

Farm Recoz-ds (1080-1905) 
Corresp<:nclence - cotton J'!OZ'chants, et.c. · 

' .Farm neeorda (1BS4-l817) 
.Receipted billa 

< • 

Farm Records (1878-1884) 
Heceipted billa 

Farm RecordS (18!'2•1910) 
Receipted bill..B (1885-1903) 
Due bills .(18S2-19l0) . 
Purchases and Orders (1876-1902) . - . ~ 

. ' 
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\Jl(;;>,K;fll', JOHN T., t'Afi<;f<S (1832,:.190.$) 
He.li.fax Couney• 'North Ce.ro~irla 

1849-1910 

r. c. 229.11 
' ' ' 

P. c. 229•16 • • ! 

p. c. 22.9.19 

p~ c. 229.21 

P. C. 229.22 

1'. c. 229.23 

. -
Boxes 

.1 . ..., 

.. Pam Hecords (1876-1902) , 
l'lilnt!ng, piekinel ginning cotton 

' ' 

F"'rm Recorda (l8S2•189?) 
Sltn'G Hire (1852·1659) 
Individual Accounts (18?9-lBSL) 
1..Sbor Pay Orders (1854•1897) 

Fl'..nn Records (1.876-19011) 
Food orders, ate. for tenP.nts 

Fam Rooord!l ( 189()..1903) 
Orders end Cash Pa.yl!lents • 

Ferru Records ( 1904) 
Ordllt'S 1:nd Cash f'a;ymenta 

·-
F'arm Hecords (1905) 

·,. · J?rders l'.nd Cash Payw'lnts 

l"anr. Records (1861-1909) 
nUls of Lading (Ul61-1909) 
Hogs killed (1890-1899) 
l.:iscelltmeous (1872-1902) 

Esbtes Accounts. (1852-1891) 
BMjBrnin F. Ellie (1852-1858) · 
w. w. C<lrtor (1867-1867) 
John H. liood (1673•1891) 

Estt<tes hccounta (1661-181:14) 
· G Odlf1n C. Whitehead 

Broc.dsides, f'lli!IPhlets, etc • 

• 

• 



anr,noRY, JOliN T., l'tJ>J;;ns (18.32-1905) 
Halifax County, North C~'rol ina 

P. C. ?.29.1-229.2.3 

.Gre&017 married Ellen Augusts Clerke and they hed nine children -
~lacy t<~nudo, Jessie Woodland, Elizabeth ClArke, l>ctw:ln Clerke, John Tiller,, 
Jr., Jfll:l.a Genevieve, f~uent:ll1, Flet.cher fll?.rrison, nnd J'lrthur ~lynne • 

. The papers of John T. Gregory 1nelude correspondence f'rom 1850 t.o 
1~1, eetstes recordB of !lenjlllllin F. fllis, w. t~. C\:rter, John H. Woo<!, 
and a broth~:t'-.tn-lsw Godw:ll1 C. tlhi tehee.d, 1 tams :relat.:ll1g to his. office 
as Clerk of Court, his nctivH.iee in political .and local or(;an1zations, 
a few Civil War pspere, school records of his several ebU.dren,. brondsidee, 
a.d'!rert:l.llerrtent.s; i11vitiltione, pl:"or:;rl!lllls1 etc., 'b"t the majoriey relate to 
hie· farming accounts. 

The leq:!>re;; ~ gen'"ral, are fJ'OI!l fazr,Uy Md relatives. ::'he 
earlier conespondents are Clrego:ry1s coasins Pfl&des and ~lat'CUS Smallwood, 
and o. C. s. Greg0%'7 at the medical school, tlniveJ:>sit.y of f'Emney1vania; 
~loUie L011e lltld Mollie Ellie at CboWa.n Female College) H. J,. TUle:ry, 
s. H. l'lrickeU, end llen:ry Snow at Chapel H1ll; JotDl llichards frail 
flew Orleana; 6Zld John 'i'Uleey relating his experiem:as visiting Niaeara 
Falls .1111d Mcnt:rea1. Gregory' e business ;::artner, w. l<'. Druliels, wrote 
him iJletructions for buying and shipping gOOds on his trip riorth and,. 
after tlla war started, wrote him ot his illtentinn to. sell t!leir stock 
in the store. · 

Gregot7. wrote ~froro various Civil War camps and, during his 
imprisoriment, frcm Point. Lookout and Fort Delaware. · Frtom prison he 
corresponded tdtb northern relatives and lriends, who ooaght to help 
him, and with Nell York llllilrchante in an effort to seeure money. 

In the years following the war family letters predominat&. 
Daughters li'!I!Ude and Jessie wrete of their stUdies in Nm; !ot:k tUld 
Bettie of hliil's et. st. MBl71 s :\n Raleigh. A sister-in-law, Bettie 
Clam, teaeh1ng at the Granville Pemel.e !nst1tute, sought f':l.nenc1al· 
ald 1n her efforts to purchase lle:l&!l'son l"~ie College. She · 
oorrespoJided with w. a. s. Bargwyn, large etockflolder in the school, 
relative to.coet.e, mortgage, etc. Sane of the correspondence -
requests for advice and support by candidates seeking local offices.-
reveala Gr~gory' a politktll. aet.1Vi ties. , · 

lolmm GJ'egory1 s sons entered school, tJIEIJ" wrote holllfl frequentq 
B''king for monS)' and relating school news. Edwin, .John T., Jr., and 
QuenU.!i wre at Horner's School in Oxford and later at Chapel 11111. 
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Glltroa!Y, J01i'l 'l'•o PAl'E!?S (1632•1905) 
Halifax County~· North Carolina 

Maude and J'eiJ51e conti,nued their .educet1ou m l'ar1e in 1392 
and i89hl and Jlllill was at Uational Park SEI!l)iner,y, Forest. (lien, . 
l'1l!t'Vland• ·In 1892 Gregm res_lgned u chail'ID8n or of the Executive 
COilllnittee o.f the Republiclm Pert7 in his_ coi.mt.y. He received nUlllbi!rs . 
or lettere and inv1titt1ons welCJO'IIlt.ng hSm into tile.Demecrlitic Fsrt;r 
and Bl.so repliea and p!'OIIItaes of support in ·response to hie inquiries 
about ruruli.'lg for ·_Clerk of the Superior Ceurt. · · · 

. ' ' f ~ . 

!n 1900 FletchQ. wrcw .rM Horner's li.!ld Quentin · rrcm Chapel 
· Hill; Jessie WrOte her mother fr<ml fie~~ !ork; and r:auue and her husbatid 

and John'!'., Jr., wrote fi'OII! Newport New&. w. T. Plummer, PetersbUrg, 
torc>te GregOr.y relatite to a hrnell estate, ll1d. there was frequent 
correspondsnce with .AndN\W J. Burton,. Reidsville, r~di:<& h'i.e debt 
1:o Gregor;Y• · 

• 
; Arthur ·entered the Azric,ltural and Meehanic.el (Sttlte) Col~ege 

, .. at 'Rnleigh in .1$02 .and became president of h:!.S elus :md cs.Ptstn or 
the tootbl!lll team •. Edwin, married end a lawyer associated With tee 
s. f>verruan. in slili.Sbaey. wrote of .hie famtijt and OVerman• s. p()l:i.tical. 
success. Fletcher; at Ohepel H1U1 informed his famil$ ot pasSing 
ontrence exam1nat1,ns !or AnnapoU.BJ Jessie described ·he¥' lite in 
PhUadelphia 8nd Atlliintic CiVJ and !less~ iiat-orled on a Confederate 
reuni()IJ (190)) in Newport N~. ' .-

rn the JS.ter yeen (l90S•l9lO} Tasker Folk ccrrespcnded with.· 
'Jt-e~ _sborit eeilma a lot the lat.ter ovtled in Warrentcm. Quentin 
wrote from Tientsin ct his ~k in _China and l'letti6 and NII.Ut~ eontinudlli · 
wriUng fr(31!1 Newport Nll\ISo Jul1a OrilgOI')' 111111 Junius Whitakor"Tiller;Y ·. _ 

· anncunced the:l.r engagement and reeelvecl lett-ere. tro.'ll mtiny well-wishers • 
., . - . . ' ,, ,_ . "" . 

· . In· addition· to deeds, bUls or sale, prOiliissor,y notes,· etc. 
other reeordB reveal. seve el. facets of GregfliT s life. 

. . , . . I . . . . - -

civil War tte• mcludet cert.ifi.catian ot his mernbersh~ 1n tbe 
Helifl!x Lfeht tntantr,v lind Gregory's t\ppoint.•ntmt u !! Pl"'ll;Y to tt1e State 

. Milital')' Convention, Gold!lborO, July, 1860; a brief dl.at;y,, ltuguet 23,- 27, 
1661, rrm Camp Ct~rolina, and a list ot cnSulllt ies in the. Twelfth Uorth 
C ~.rolina Troops,_ Augur.t 91 1862~ · · · · · · · . • · . , 

In hie_ ~apacity as C1~k ot Court· (185$·1689), · vregC>ry . P.ceumul4ted · 
a number of reccrdst bonds far Gregory a8 Clerk (l85S-1857); 11ets. ot fees 

· due the Clerk (1657); ~eipts fer payment or witness tickets (~5$•18$6) 
end c)ttlSI' ·disburselllerlts by the ClerkJ liats of jurors (lB$$-1657) 1 a list 
of taxable business houeils for a epenial lien tu in 1876; statement. ot , " 

. bills. due t'ro:n the Clerk (lll77J 1861) 1 lin:.!' court eolits end· jildgments in 
suits. Accounts with Emf:ln s~-Tr;via (lOOl-1689) indicat~ he collected 
tees and attended to <itt~er business tor the Clerk.- . 



Q!J,:FGmlY, JU!-il'l T •, PliJ'1.:fiS ( 16.32·190.$) 
Halifax CountQ>', North Carolina 

The financial and scholcnt.ta aspects of the edueati<.Jn of hiS 
children can be found in vario>.l!i school recor<!s (1879•1901.1) - receipts 
for tuitiOn to their aunt, Bettie Clam, (1880-1883) J for Jessie, 
Bettie, Edvin, John f., Jr., a.'1d Julia with Mise Sue CarroWa,y (1686); 
for the boye at Homer's School in OJi.ford. (1892-1D95) and later at 
the !inivcrsit;y of Morth C:,rolina and the ligrfc\1ltu.ral and riechrmtcal 
College '·n Raleigh. There are also, scattered ·repll'lrts on the students 
from the v11rious tf'.aebers and schools. 

· Oregor;y1 a a.ffll:l.ation with the Republican Party and later with 
the Democratic Fe~ is ind:tested in liste giving the vote for nayor 
lll'ld town cO!ll!!liseionere, registration for Halitax 'l'awnship (1892), 
Gregory's fig,•ree on his votes in an lll94 election, Usts of delegates 
from lir1nkleyvil.l.e and mtifield in the same J'tlal', !lnd drafts of poli tice.l 
statemonte. 

Rece1,pted bills, due bills, and parchsllee and orders (1854-1.903) 
are for personal :i.tems, store ntock, end farmbg supplies rJKI equipment. 
These are .frail cO!!IIIdsaion merchar~t11, t:lMilfacturers, rirma selling dry 
goode, iledieinee, hardware; and agricultural ilii>lemoote locet.ed in New 
York, f'h:!ladelph:ta, llalt:irnore, !i'orfolk, I'e'l.llrsburg, l'ortsmoutb1 Md. in 
1< orth CllrOlina nl>l.eigh, Ueldon, ~ild takers 1 a.'1d f!ellf'u. Some ol' the 
bills .ere for individual serviCes - car-yentor1ng, .repnirine farm 
equiplitent, and dental and medical bUlB. There are subscriptions to 
rnaga&ines and neWSpapers• 

I?arm accounts contain records or cotton seed· distribut&.i,~ cotton· 
picked and ginnedJ "Orderil l\fld Cash PeymMts," food orders for the 
tenants, l.nbor pa;y orders, and acc·.o11nts with sev~rll.l. individuals. Thet'e 
are siso ·records ot s~ente of cotton er.d cotton seed; notic~a·or 

·receipt and sale by cotta! factorsJ bills of ladi:r.g for cotton shipped 
and roercbandiae sent; correspondence with .fActors cnd•conm~ieeion raerchunts 
aelmawledgi.ng arrival of cotton and other prodUc~t As well as for articles 
ordered and uent, md qaotir•g 1"-srket prices. ~bese records indicate the 
scope of Gregory's fl.lrmingo · · 

Fistate accounts include Gregory's administration of Bonjtlll>in I". 
Ellie' estat.e (1852•18$8) and his 1.nt-ereat in (through debts doe h11il) 
the est.stes of~;. w. Cert('l' (1867-1887) ood John 11. Wood (1873·1691). 
The Godwin c. \fhitebead estat.e rl:lCords {186J.-ltl84) ccntain :U~s relliting 
to t.he aettlemMt and administration of his property, real md per!IO'al, 
by hie w:tfe (Gt·&gory' s sister) . and mana,;etnent o.r the property ;.n later 
years. 
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OR~GRY, JOJIN T., 1-'APEHS (1632•190~) 
HaHfllX, ftorth Ge.J'Olina 

1849-191.0 

A box of miscellaneous rnateriells c'mtai:1s invitations, !il'Ograms, 
advertisements and price lists· !'rOlll commiae ion lllf!l'ch:lnts, rnanu.fneturers 1 
and publishers of I!!Bg&Zines and books, Md broadsides. There are, 
sever·al manu~~~oCript speeches ond essays as well as two printed - Ile~ort 
bJ Mr•. De Sll!lseure of the CO!Ill1littee on the Address to tlie People o t68 
Southern States O!i a Portion of the l'lE!!1100rs of the General. Assembly ot 
Georgia, llecember 22, 1860 end "li Speech ()f Han. liathan Goff, West . 
Virgini,a; :in the Uouee of Representet:l.vee, April 21, 1881l, American 

· M!U'ketS :for A.'nSr:lcan Labor." Psq>!ilets in the collection aren "1sbor 
is Prayer," a poem by Nary llayard (Jlarke, l[l8o; a handbook cf the 
1-letropolit.an Musa11111, 1697-1898} and Turner' a North Carolina Alnllllec, 
19::-.0. Listed as account book:!; are several enllili mcmoriliid1111l notebOOk:e, 
with few entries, d.nted'l882; 18841· 1886, 1902; 1897 ... fish . sold;· 
1902 J and a bank book, 1904·190$. · 'l'bere is a s!lllll.l bound volume ot 
the r~ ew, Testament. 

' -
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