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Physical Description: Letters, broadsides, léaflets; invitations, progrems,

" pamphlets, receipted bills, bills of lading, purchase orders, inventories,
- bank statements, promissory notes; 6 notebooks of accounts; 1 bound

volume. 1,809 items.

- Acquiaition :

.-

Description: John Tillery Gragory, Hallfax native, was born in Northampton
County, February 1il, 1832, 'the son of Dr. Thomas Wynns and Mary (Tillery)
Gregory. He was raised by his uncle Major John Tillery, Halifax planter.
Leaving school at twenty, Gregory was employed in Stephen Burrows®
mercantile business. With this experience, he entered partnership with
W. W, Dzaniels and they successfully operated a stcre known as Daniels
and Gregory. An. interest in politics led to Gregory's appointment as
Clerk of the Superior Court in Ralifex County in 1855 and es town
‘treasurer in 1860. Aft:r the war he was elected Clerk of the Court of
‘Pleas and Quarter Sessions (1866) and when this office was abolished

. two years later, he was elected Clerk of the Superior Court and remained
. in office until his retirement in 185L, For sixteen years he served as
secretary of the local masonic lodge. b . :

Gregory's milittry service began with his enlistment in the
Helifax Light Infantry and.election as sergeant. The Light Infantry
becane Company F in the Second Regiment of Volunteers and later -
Company G in the Twelfth North Carolina State Troops. On reorganization
of the regiment at Norfolk, Gregery was olected lieutensrit. Colonel
B. 0. Wade, commanding the regiment, appointed him adjutant on the
battlefield at Cold Harber. The' regiment participated in the hattles
of Hanovér Junction, Seven Days, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, the
Wilderness, 'end Spottsylvania Court House, where Gregory was captured.
He was imprisoned at Foint Lookout, was later transferred to Fort
Delawzre, mmainmg there until June, 1865, _
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Sregory married Ellen Augusta Clarke and they hed nine children - :
ary Maunde, Jessle Woodlend, Elissbeth Clurke, Eowin Clerke, John Tillery,
Jr.. Julia Genevieve, Juentin, Flelcher Harriscn, and Arthep ?n:mma.

The papers of John T. Uregory inelude correspendence from 1650 to
1991, astetes records of Benjamin F. Ellis, ¥. X. Gorter, Johm ¥, ¥ood,
and & brothor=-in-leaw Oodwin C. ¥hitehead, itema relating to his office
as Clerk of Court, his activities in politicel and lecel organizaticns,

a féw Civil War pepers, school records of his several children, broadaides,
advertisements, invititions, progracs, ete., but the mejority relate to
hisg’ f’arming accountg,.

The let{ars, » gencral, are from family end relativess The
earlier correspondents are Gregory's cousings Fylades and Marcue Smallwood,
and 84 Co 5. Gregory at the msdical school, University of Fennhsylvanias
Yollie Lowe =nd Mollle Fllis at Chowan Fensle College; H. L. Tillery,

S. He Brickell, snd Henry Snow et Chapel Hill; Jolm Richards from .

Rew Orleans; end John Tillery relating his experientes visiting Hiagara
Falls end Mentresls Gregory's business yertner, W. ¥, Daniels, wrote
him Instructions for buying and shipping goods on his trip north and,.
after the war started, wrote him of his mtentinn to sell their stock
in the store, _

uragmvy wrote horefrom verious Civil ¥ar camps and, during his
imprisctnent, feou Point Lockout and Port Delavare,  From prison he
corresponded with northern reletives and friends, who sought to help
him, end with New York merchants in an effort to sccure mongye

In the yeéars following ithe war family letters predominste.
Daughters Maude and Jessie wrote of thedir studies in Hew York amd
Bettie of hers et 5t. Mery's In Releigh, A sister-in-lew, Bettie
Clarke, teaching et the Granville Femele Institute, sought financial -
aid in her efforts to purchase He:derson Fetinle Collegé. She
corresponded with We B, S. Borgwyn, lerge stockholder in the school,
reletive to coste, mortgage, ete. Some of the correspondente. -
requests for advice and support by candidsies seeking local ot‘fices -
reveals Gragory's political setivities. -

When Gregory's sona entered schoal, they wrote Iwme frequently
a~king for money and relating school news, Edwin, John T., Jr., end
Yuentin were at Horner's School in Oxford and later at Chapel IHill.
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P"aude and Jessie emntfmed their adﬂcanm in Paris.in 1892
and 169k, and Julls wes &t Hational Park Senminery, Forest Glen,
Marylands In 1892 Gregory resigned es chairmen of of the Executive
Cormittes of the Reépnblican Farty in his county. le received numbérs
~ of letters ond invitations welsoming him into the Demcoritic Farty .
and also repliea end promises of support in. response to hin !nquiriebs
a.haut. runn qg for Clerk of the Superior Gourt. ' ..
e 1990 Fletcher mte i‘m Horner's. aml Guertin from chapal .
Hill Jessie wrote her nother from New York; apd Maude tnd her husband
end. John Tey ey wrote from Rowport News, W, T. Plommer, Fetersburg,
" wrote Lregory relative to e Furnell estste, and there was frequent =
correspondance with Andyev J. Bunen, Re:.devilla, mg& da..,g hia debt

- te hregctwc . ,‘ C _
| ? &rthar entered the Agricrﬁltural and F;achanieal (&ﬁmte) Collage K

-« 8t Releigh in 1§02 end became president of his elesis and captatn of

the football temm, - Rawin, married and a lawyer aspociated with Lee
. 3. Overman in $alisbury, wrote of his family and Cverian's political
: 'luceesa. Fletcher, at Ohepel Hill, informed his family of assing
entyence exeminati-ns Cor Annapolis; Jessie described hor life in-
Friladelphia end Atlentie City; end Bessie re*crbeﬁ on a cmfader&ta
,-'renniun (1903) in *émm Nm. - L

__ In the mw Jeers (19')5-191@1 Tagkar Folk ccrresponded with

| Gregory aboa;t. selling a lot the latter owned in Warrenton. . Quantin .
wrote from Tientsin ¢f his work $n China ‘and Bettic and NMaads cantinued
writing from Newport News, Julis Gregory and Junius ¥hi taker Tillery © .
‘snncunced thair engagenent and receivad letters. from many well-wiehera. '

- I additicm ‘to deeds, billa of sa_le, promisaory Qt)‘l:&&, etc. -
: other‘rmorcisremalse\m al facets of. Grt;gfn'y"s life. L

: Civil Har *tem includet certificatim of his ﬁmbership in the ,
‘Halifex Light Infentry and Gregory's appointment 4s 2 proxy to the State
~ Militery Convention, Goldsbore, July, 1860; a bricf diary,. tugust 23~ 27,
1861, Trom Camp Carolinas and a list i‘}f c:-sualt"@a in the T‘wpifth tmrth
Cﬁmlina Troops, August 9, 1362. - o , Ce

o En his capacity as Clerk of Court (185’-' -1689) s E”:regary scowulated
‘& number of réecordst bonds. for Gregory as Clerk (1855-1857): Iists of fees
. due the Clerk (1857); receipts for payment of witness tickets (1855-1856)
' end other disbursements by the Clerk; llets of jurors (1855-1857)3 & list
- of texeble business houees for a epecisl lien tex in 1876; statement of .
. bills due fram the Clerk (18773 1881); and court costs end jJudgments in
- -suitg. Accounts with Edwin S. Trovie (1&31-1585‘) indicate he collec‘hed '
- feea and attended to other busineas for the clerk. .
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The finanefal and scliolestle aspects of the educatiuvn of his
children can be found in various school records (1879-190h) - receipts
for tuition to their aunt, Bettle Clarke, (1860-1883); for Jescie,
Bettie, Bdwin, Jolm T., Jr., and Julia with ¥iss Sue Carroway (1586);
for the boys at licrnerts School in Oxford {1392-1595) and later at
the University of Horth Carolina end the gricultiral end Mechsnical
College in Balaigh. There are alec. scattersd reports on the studant.a
~ from the verlous teschtors and schools.

- Gregory's affiliation with the Republican Farty and later with
the Demrcerdtic Perty is indicated in lists giving the vote for rayor
and town cormissioners, registration for Halifax Township {1892),
Gregory's figares on his votes in an 149k election, lists of delepates
from Brinkleyville and fnfield .’m the same yoar, and drafts of politicel
statamenta.

_Eaceipted bills, duoe billa, and purchases and crders (1854-1903)
are for personal items, store stock, end farming supplies znd etjuipment.
These are from commission merchmta, manufacturers, flrme selling dry
goode, redicices, hardvere; and agricuvitural inplemmate loceted in Rew
York, Philadelphie, Béltireore, Norfolk, Fetersburg, Portsmeoath, ard in
Morth Carclina Raleigh, Welden, Wiitakers, and Belifax. Home of the
bills ere for individuel servides - carpentering, repairing farm
equipent, and dental and medicel bills. There zre subscriptions to
magut ines and newspapers,

Farm accounts centain records of cotton seed distributed, cotton:
picked and ginnedp "Orders and Cash Feyments,” food ovders for the
taenant.s » labor pay orders; end accounts with several individuale. There

are also records of shipments of cotton and cotion seedy notices of
'receipt and sals by cotton factersy bills of lading for cotton dhipped
and merchandice sent; correspondence with factors endcommission merchints
scknowledging errival of cotton and other prodice as well es Lor erticles
ordered and pent, and Quoting rs.arket pricea. These recerds indicate the
scope of Gregory's farnming, -

Eptate accounts mclnde (.regoxy*s administration of Benjanmin Fo
Eliis' estate (1852~1858) and his interest in (through debts due him)
the estates of V', ¥, Cartor (1667-1887) and John M. Wood (1873-1891).
The Godwin C. ¥hitehsad vstate records (1861-188L) contain itews reléting
te the settlement and administration of his property, resl and perse-al,
hy hie wife (Bregory's sieter) and manawement. of the property in later
rakr'Ge ‘
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" A bex of miscellanacus materisls contains invitatiens, progroms,
advertisements and price lists from commission merchonts, manufacturers,
and publishers of magazines and booke, and brosdsides. There are
several manuscript speosches and essays ag well as two printed - Report
by ¥r: Pe Sauesure of the Committeé on the Address tc the Feople o% the
‘Southern States on & Fortion of the Mewbers of the General 4ssembly of
Georgin, lecember 22, 1360 and "4 Speech of Hon. Hathen Goff, West
Virginia, in the House of Representetives, Aprid 27, 1888, fmoricen
" Earkets for Amaricen Lebor. Pax:phleta i the aollaction arer "Lobor
- is Prayer," a poem by Mery Bayard Clarke, 1080; a hendbook cf the

¥etropoliten Museum, 1897-1898; and Turner's North Cmrolina Almenec,
1920, Listed as aceount books are several SmMGLl FOTOTZNGUR NOLEDOOKS,
vith few entries, dated<1802; 188L, 16086, 1902; 1897 < Cish  sold;
1902; and & bank book, 1904-1905. 7here is a small bound volume of
. the New, mstammt. :
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