
Collection: DUFFY, WILLIAM, PAPERS 
P.C 9.1 

· Hillsboro, . North Carolina 

1786-1809 

Physical Description: Letters, depositions, certificates, bills of com
plaint, receipts, etc. ca 60 items. 

Acquisition:· 1912-1914 Biennial Report: Gift of William Henry Hoyt, 
New York, New York. 

Deseriptioo: Papers relating chiefly to business and ·legal matters of 
Duffy (d. 1810), North Carolina lawyer and orator. There are a few 
documents and letters relating to the settlement·of Revolutionary 
accounts of the State of North Carolina with the United States. Among 
the.correspondents are: Blake Baker, Peter Browne, John Hay, John 
Haywood, Ed[mund] Jones, P[eter] Mallett, John Read, Jr •. , Henry Sea
well, and James Taylor. 

Letters and miscellaneous papers calendared> 11/1965. See pages 
following. 



• 
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Miscellaneous Papers - 1786-1802, N.D. 

1786, March 20 - Deed between William Leary,· Randolph County, and Elizabeth 
Alston, daughter of Phillip Alston, Moore County, for land on the Deep 
and South rivers, with a statement from the register's office (October 2, 
1798) relative to finding inaccuracies informer registration of a deed 
of conveyance. 

1787, October 6 - Copy of Wm. vTylie' s answer to the Bill of Complaint of 
Archn• Lytle, Commissioner of Confiscation. 

1788, September 15 - Order for sale of property of John Odeneal, Rockinc,ham 
County, ~n suit by John Morton. 

1789, June 20 - Deposition of Turbefield Barnes, Rockingham County, in case 
of James Holderness vs. guardian of Benjamin Sherrod and Nicholas Long, 
Salisbury District Court; December 15, bill of sale for slave from 
estate of William Roberts to Herman Miller, Randolph County; deposition 
of Francis Clayton, Wilmington District, in suit of John Wilcox vs. 
executor of William Wilkinson in Hillsbrough Court of Equity. -

1790, ·January 30 -·List of papers and vouchers in suit of Wilcox vs. Archibald 
Maclaine, executor of. William Wilkinson, Fayetteville Court of Equity, on 
order from Hillsborough Superior Court of E~uity. 

1791, March 28 - Deposition of Joseph Rogers, Master in Equity for the 
district of Hillsborough· in suit of Henry Bagly, Jr., ~William Ellis. 

1792, October 20 - Subpeona from Hillsborough Court of Equity for George 
Hooper to answer a bill of complaint of John Wilcox, surviving partner 
of John Hadley (Hooper serving as executor to A. Maclaine, executor 
of \>Tilliam Wilkinson). · 

1796, April 14 -Deposition of John Overton, Moore County; December 14, . 
certificate of John Haywood, relative to deposition of General Steele, 
Salisbury, in suit of State against Steele, agent for settling 
Revolutionary accounts of· North Carolina with the United States; 
December 23, report of Committee of Finance to whom was referred 
memorial of James Taylor, late joint agent with Abisha (Abishai) 
Thomas for settlement of accounts between Nor~h Carolina and the 
United States. 

1797, June 7- Receipt from W, H. Hill to Duffy for title to lot purchased 
in Hillsborough. 

1798, February 8- Deposition relative to Peter Mallett's suit in equity. 

1800, October 3 -Statement, register's office, Randolph County, relative 
to grant from Sta te to William Leary and a conveyance from Leary to 
Elizabeth Alston, 

1802, October- Exceptions to answer of defendants in complainant's bill of 
complaint, executors of Thos. Muller vs. Exrs. of Ro. Le1ds, Hillsboro 
District Equity Court; December 2, deposition to land claim of Kershaw 
& Co., signed Sol. Humphreys to George Hauser, Stokes County • 
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ANALYSIS: ·Letters and miscellaneous papers concerning Duffy's legal 
practice 

1795, 

1796, 

November 2, J(ames] Hold')rness to Alexander Martin, Danville, 
riving explanatirJn of papers left 1-1ith Colonel Davie in New Dern 
and ldshing Martin a pleasant journey to New Bern to undertake 
his duties as "Guardian of the State in general." 

July 29, Hillsborough, Joseph Courtney to ,Tohn Cain, requesting 
support in his candid;;cy for the House of Commons; August 11, 
lrlilminrton, John HacleJlan to J. L. Taylor, relative to delivery 
of papers: August 17, JMoos Alston to \Jilliam Duffy asking Duffy 
to represent him in a suit against the administrators of John Overton. 

1797, l"!zrch 5, Hillsborough, \1/illiam Duffy t.o , discussing 

1798, 

1799, 

family affairs and statillF that he is now living in Hillsborough. 

June 6, Raleigh, Blake Baker to John Haywood, Treasurer, giving an 
opinion in the matter of the State indemnifying General' Smith; July 4, 
Halifax, Peter Browne to Vlilliam Duffy, Hillsborough, referring to a 
cese in the Hillsborough Court relative to an accollnt due from a 
citizen of the state to a loyalist and requestinp copy of.' the record; · 
August 19, Franklin, James Green to iiilliam Duffy; reciting his pla.ns 
to pay his debts; .~u~ust 22, HPlifax, Peter Broo-me to liilliam Duffy, 
Hillsborough, discussing politics and the recent election, stating 
that he attends five county Rnd two superior courts; August 27, 
Richmond, Eben Nacnair to Hilliam Duffy, HillsboroU{'h, listing 
persons having open accounts who might be sued to show Commission8rS 
that impediments still exist ar-ainst [Revolutionary] claims; August 30, 
John Hall to William Duffy, Hillsborough, enclosinr, will of William 
Freeman. 

February 20, Richmond, .Eben Hacnair to \dlliam Duffy, Hillsborough, 
aclmowhdginr receipt from Philadelphia of a resolution of the Board 
of Commissioners "acting under the · Br. Trnaty Decreeing full Interest 
during the 1>/ar. • • • 11 ; April l4, J oh:ri Hay, Fayetteville, to l'!illiam 
Duffy, Hillsbro, tha:rikiilf him for r<".C ommendati on of Mr. Archibald as 
principal of a school, discuss·i.ng litigation pendine and the necessity 

of postponing hjs western circuit; December 1, Raleigh, vJilliam Duffy 
to John Head, jun., Agent General for the United States, Philadelphia, 
explaining delay in answering because of successive and immediate 
resignations of two postmasters at Hillsboro and stating that he had 
spoken to Hr. Hay, a member of the Leeislature, on the subject of the 
Special Agency. 

1800, Aur,ust 2, Halifax, Benjamin Sherrod to William Duffy, Hillsborough, 
inquirinr; about a suit. 

1801, January 26, Philadelphia, John Read, jun., Agent General's Office, 
to ~Jil].iam Duffy, Special Agent for the United States, authorizing 
employment of persons to collect facts· for reports and explaining 
method of payment; August 4, Port of Beacon Isld, James Taylor to 
John Haywood, ericlos~ng papers relative to a suit against him in . 
connection with settlement of accourits of Revolutionary War; 
September 23, Raleigh, Henry Seawell to John Haywood, .Franklin County, 

·relative to property of William Dawson, who died intestate. 
. . . •' . ' . 
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1803, 

1804, 

1806, 

1807, 

1808, 

1809, 

N.D. 

February 26, Spring Garden, B. Cutlar to 11/illiam Duffy, near Pittsboro, 
Chatham County, containing information relative to property in Fayette
ville and suit concerning recovery of Negroes. 

April·2, Fayetteville, Mallett to Haywood and Duffy, referring to suit 
brought by State against him and mentioning Colonel Thomas and Porter
field. 

December 5, .Hillsboro, Jno. S. 11/est to 11/illiam Duffee (Duffy) , att0 

at Lm; now in Raleigh, acknowledging receipt of money from Joseph Street; 
December 28, Hillsboro, Jno. S. 111est to William Duffee (Duffy), Raleigh, 
Joseph Street pardoned by governor at instance of "Uncle Mountfort Stokes." 

January 21, Mecklenburg County, S. Lowrie to Hilliam Duffy, Fayetteville, 
expressing appreciation for his advice on candidacy; March 10, Hilmington, 
A. Lazarus to William Duffy, Fayetteville, explaining cucumstances of 
suit of M. McKenzie vs. Lazarus; April 24, Cheraw Hill, Thos. Scott to 
William Duffy, Fayetteville, announcing trip to Fayetteville delayed; 
May 7, Mecklenburg County, Virginia, Godfrey Crowder to William Duffy, 
Fayetteville, engaging Duffy's services in suit of heirs of David 
Shelton vs. Coriolen- James Sanders; May 25, Wilmington, John London to 
William Duffy, Fayetteville, explaining reasons for not placing 
advertisement for sale of Patterson land and commenting on case pending; 
August 7, Fayetteville, William Duffy to , declaring 
regret at missing Town Meeting, discussing British impressment of 
American seamen and, with.war approaching, declares his willingness 
to serve and wish ~o join the Fayetteville Independent Company; October 1, 
Chatham County, Ed: Jones to Josha Hadley, Tennessee, introducing Duffy, 
who is thiriking of moving to Tennessee. · 

May 30, Charlotte County, Hugh Wyllie to William Duffy, Fayetteville, 
requesting Duffy to forward to Petersburg bonds and accounts for collection 
as British agent has arrived to examine claims 

January 30, Hertford, Robert Bell to Ylilliam Duffy, Chatham County, 
requesting recommendation for co!1ll1land of a regiment in the troops to 
be raised in North Carolina; February 23, Fayetteville 1 Dillon Jordan 
to William Duffy, Chatham County, explaining his actions as deputy 
marshal, listing marriages, and mentioning celebration of Washington's 
birthday; May 24, Fayetteville, John Winslow to William Duffy, Oakley 
Hoods, Chatham County, forwarding letter to Mr. Potter and saying he 
·is sending coffee and rum. 

J. Hall, regarding an injunction to Mitchell's Exr. vs. Boyd and Long 
with Gen. Davie acting for complainants and Hall for defendant; Elizabeth 
[City], Ylilliam Sanderson to Mr. Duffy, [Wilmington], stating there is 
no money and no produce, except corn, but that times must alter for the 
better • 

..• ·~-·-----------··-·- ·-· -· ··- ··.·•· .~--. 
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N.D. - Statement of ob,iect:i.ons to a bill of complaint by A. Maclaine in 
suit of John Wilcox, surviving partner of Hadley & Wilcox vs 
Maclaine as executor of William Wilkinson; statement by A.:Maclaine 
regarding money due Til~ v!ilkinson by Hadley & Wilcox • 
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Subject Cards 

Revolutionary War - Se.ttlement of Accounts - 1787-1796 

Subject, Persons, Places Cards 

Leary, William - Randolph County - Deed- 1796 
Lytle, Archd, - Commissioner of Confiscation - 1787 
Maclaine, Archibald- Executor of William Wilkinson-

1789-1792 
Wilcox, John vs, Wilkinson, William Estate - Hillsborough 

District Court - 1789-1792 
. Wiikinson, William - Estate of -:- Hillsborough District -

1789-1792 
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