
G~CUP TITLE - Transrort oti on Aavisory Comr.issio~ 

Tne Transport a tion Aj visor y c~~~ ission was created by the General 
~ssemuly in 19?~ <P .L. lY ? S, c. 266> . Its original purpose was 
t~o-fol c : to make a th o rou ?h study of thP freiyht rate situation in 
~ cr tn C arc lin~ to deter~ ine ~hether the state's shippers and receivers 
were subjecte d to discrim i natory rates; anj to encourage the development 
of water transportation to and fro m state oorts. 

In 1927, the commission was authorized to act as agent for the state in 
the orocurement of title to lands desired by the federal eovernment 
for the intracoastal ~aterway between 3eaufort and the Cape Fear River . 
( P .L. 19 27 , c . 44>. A canal committee was established to acquire the 
rig h t of way and to abstract land titles. Subsequently, the commission 
was empowered to continue acquisition of land for the waterway from 
Southport to the South Carolina line <P.L. 1931, c. 2>. 

I. ~ . Bailey , assistant commissioner and le~al counsel to the 
Ccrooration Com mission, wa s na~ed executive secretary of the 
Transportation Advisory Com n•i ssion at its first meeting, December ~3, 
1926. The duality of his po sition is reflected in the contents of · this 
record group , as mu ch of the correspondence concerns Bailey's activities 
with the Corporation Commission . w~en the Transportation Advisory 
Com~ission was abolished in 1937 <P.L. 1937, c. 434), responsibility for 
its records and the completion of its unfinished business were vested in 
the Of fice of Utilities lo mm issioner. 

The record g rou~ is divided into two suogroups : 
includes tcndemnation proceedings> and maps. 

corresponden ce (which 

~~se records are stored at the Old Records Center on row 9-D-Rt. The maps are 
l:iled in the map case located in the workroom of the Old Records Center. 

Finding aid completed June 11, 1990 by Kenrick N. Simpson. 



Tronsrortatior. Advisory Commission 

SERl~S TITL t - General Correspondence 
l926-J932 

Series contains corres~cndtnce of I. ~ . Hailey, executive secretary of the 
Trar.~portati on Advisory Ccmmission and counsel of the Corooration 
Commission. To p ics incluoc arrangements for meetings of the l.A.C.; 
reimbursement of thr COffimissioners for travel and expenses; the hiring of 
rate experts and a rate clerk, and of attornies to perfect land titles for 
the intracoastal waterway; trios by the commission to inspect inland 
waterways and port facilities; and requests for aporopriaJions to complete 
the assigned tasks of the co~~ission . Some of Bailey 's correspondence as 
counsel to the Corporation Commission and interim commissioner is also 
included. 
CALL NUM~[R 

TAC j, 1 
T~C J, 2 
TAC J, 3 

TITLE 
~ox 1 . uecember 1926 - ~ay 1928 
5ox ? . May 1928 - March 1929 
fox 3 . Aoril 1929-1932 
Also contains a bound volume of minutes 
of commission meetings and reports 
<1926-1931); lists of vouchers . oaid 
<1927-1931 >; report on audit 
(1927-1937); reports of the commission 
<1 928 -1930>; and miscellaneous 
me~o rand a and resolutions. 

YEARS 
1926-192~ 
1928-1929 
1926-1937 



I 

T r ,; n s r o r t a t i on Ad v i s o r y Con. m i s s i on 

5~~~~5 TITLE - Corres~o~d~nce re Intracoastal waterway 
1927-l~t.O 

S~ri~s consists of ccrr ~ s ro ~oence concerning the acquisition of titles to 
ldno requir£-d for tltP construction of the Intracoastal Waterway in North 
Carolina. In 1927, the Transportation Advisory Commission was aesignated 
to act as agent for the state in procuring the desired ease-ments, which 
the state would in turn oonate to the federal government. The commission 
had tnree methods for acquirin~ the right-of-way parcels: (1) by donation 
fro~ the owner via a deed of easement; <2> by condemnatiop proceedings; 
ano (3) cy purchase. Some of the land belonged to the State Board of 
Education as custodian of unappropriated swamp lands, which created some 
legal problems for the commission. Other techryical difficulties soon 
arose, such as the proper form of the conveyances and the legality of 
condemning certain private property, particularly oyster beds. In such 
instances, the co~mission sought the advice of the Attorney General, whose 
opinions are included. The bulk of the correspondence concerns a few key 
individuals who directed the efforts to acquire the right-of-w~y: I. H. 
~ailey, executive secretary of the commission, who coordinated the project 
and procured the essential funding; J. Allen Taylor of Wilmington, 
chairman of the Canal Committee; William E. Campbell, legal counsel to the 
comrni~sion; Major ~. A. Sno~, the teoeral engineer in charge of the 
project in l ~ orth Carolina, and his successor, Major R. A. Wheeleri Lewis 
L. ~erritt, chief surveyor: and the attornies responsible for acquiring 
Land titles in eacn county - John D. warlick <Onslow), John 6. Hill (New 
Hanover and Pender), ~. Leslie Ddvis C6eaufort and Carteret), and J. W. 
Ruark (~runswick). Some of the correspondence between Bailey and Taylor 
concernin g the canal is ti leo in the series of general corresponaence. 
CALL ~UK3E ~ TITLE YEARS 
TAC J, 4 Eox 1. July 1927 - June 1929 1927-1929 
lAC J, 5 ~ox 2. July 1929 - September 1931 1929-1931 
lAC J, ( &ox 3. October 1931 - December 1936 1931-1936 
T~C 1, 7 ro• 4. 1937-194u 1937-1940 

The uncoT-pleted functions of the 
Transpcrtation ~dvisory Commission were 
transferred to the Office of Utilities 
Commissioner, July 1, 1937. So~e of the 
corresconoence refers to the proposed 
abolition of the T.A.C. Sox also 
contains the argu~ent and supplemental 
ar g u~ent and brief of the plaintiff in 
"Stat •• ex rel ••• the 
Trans~ortation Advisory Commission v. 
Hale ~ each uevelcprnent Co., et al." 



.. 

Transportation Advisory Com~ission 

S~~IES 1ITLE - Intracoastal wat~rway: Condemnation Proceedings and Hiscellat 
COus t.. ecvr~s 

5fries co nsists o1 corr <' s;,ondence, transcripts o1 testimony, and legal 
documents c o ncernin~ condemnation proceedings involving lands desired for 
the Intracoastal Waterwoy; miscellaneous land records and printed reports 
concerning the waterway; and correspondence and reports concerning the 
Transportation Advisory Commission investigation of the state's port 
facilities. 
CALL NU~!6 fP. 
TAC J, ~ 

TAC J, <;-

, 
TITLE 

~ox 1. T.A.C. v. Wilmington-Wrightsville 
Beach Causeway Co., Tide Water Power 
Co., et al 
Includes correspondence, transcript of 
testimony in New Hanover County Superior 
Court <February term, 1931), and records 
and briefs before the ~.C. Supreme Court 
(1~30-1933). 

Hox 2. T.A.c. v. Canady, et ali T.A.C. 
v. Thompson and Thompson; ~iscellaneous 
Includes correspondence (1929-1933> and 
record and briefs before the N.C. 
Supreme Court <Spring term, 1932> in 
"T.A.C. v. Canady, et 
al"; correspondence (1933) and 
testimony in arunswick County 
Superior Court <August term, 1933) in 
"T.A.C . v. Tho~pson and Thompson"; 
copies of conveyances from the State of 
~orth Carolina to the 
f e de r a l government ( 19 2 7-19 3 2 ) i deed 
abstracts; blank forms for aeeds 
and petitions for condemnation; printed 
decisions of the Interstate Commerce 
Co • reission concerning the Inland 
~aterways Corporation; printed copy of 
report of raj . ~. A. Snow on the 
improvement of rivers and harbors in 
thr Wil~ington district (1927); reports 
of the chief en;ineet on preliminary 
examinations and surveys of 
t~e intracoastal waterway from 
~ eou f ort, h.C. to St. Johns Fiver, 
Fla. <1~26, 1929); and corresoondence 
concernin ; and inspection reports of 
port facilities at Moreheaa City, ~ew 
:. ern ana ~o..Jth;>ort . Folcers on 
' o r ~ ~ P 3 o City i~clu dP cooy of lease 
~ e t~fPn Atl~ntic and ~Orth (~rolina 
~~ ilr oa~ Cu. and rlo~lana J~ p rove~ent 

c~ . () ~~4 ), an~ p hoto~raohs sh, ~ in ~ 

YEARS 
1929-1934 

1926-1933 



' 

Transportation 'cvisOr) (o~mission 

deterioratee condition of "Pier One . " 
folders for ~eJ ~ern and Southoort 
contain oriefs prepared to support 
re G u~sts fer establishing state ownea 
rort terminals . 

, 

• 



Tr~nsportation Advisory Commission 

S~RJE$ TITLr - Maps 

Series consists mainly of right-of-way maps of coastal lands to De 
acquired by the Trans~ortation Advisory Commission for the construction of 
the intracoastal ~o.ater .. ay through southeastern 'iorth Carolina, including 
eighteen sheets showing the proposed water"ay through C1rteret and Onslow 
counties. 
CALL NUMP.£R TITLE YEARS 

TAC JI, 1 

TAC II, 2 

TAC JJ, 3 

No box-level description. See folder 
level. ' 
No folder-level description. See ite~ 

level. 
Profile and Cross-Sections of Proposed 1924 

Causeway From Wrightsville Station To 
Harbor Island, Wrightsville Sound, 
N.C •••• 
Xao ~repared by J. L. Becton, C.E., 
~ilmington , ~c, for Wilmington-
Wrightsville Beach Causeway Co. Hap 
sho~s the profile of the proposed 
causeway, and eros~ sections of the 
fill. Map is marked in red to show 
eastern and ~estern right of way lines 
of the inland waterway. 
~ap removed from Transportation Advisory 
Commission, Condemnation Proceedings, 
T.A.C. v. Wilmington-Wrightsville Beach 
Causeway Co., et al CTAC J, 8>. 

Intracoastal Waterway From Beaufort, 1929 
~.c., to the Caoe Fear River To 
Accompany Survey Report Sheet No. 8 
Ma~ traced by Josenhans and Rudolph and 
submitted by Harry T. Paterson, 
Assistant Engineer, Office of District 
Engineer, Wilmington , NC, 1926; notes 
added 192Q. This map is Sheet No. 8 of 
17 sheets . The other 16 sheets were 
not placed in the file. Map is marked 
in red to show pyster beds and disposal 
area. Map also shows the right of way 
oi thP chann-el. 

q ight-ot-Way Intra-Coastal Waterway From 1927 
epaufort , ~.C. To Cape Fear River. 
Section From Myrtle Grove Sound To Cape 
Fear River 
Hap oreoared by Lewis L. ~erritt , C.E. 
~i l ~ing ton, ~(, for the Transportation 
PJvisory Co~~ission, Canal Committee . 
t· <~ n i !' ;r, ~ r k P d i n r e d t o in d i c a t e t he 
bounoar ies of area reauired of ~ . L. 
Gor~ • s estdte. ~ vicinity s~etch 
o ( :-. ,. a r s in 1 h P u oPe r l e f t c. orne r • 

• 



Tra~s~ortatio n Advisory Co mm ission 

H·C II, t. 

T"C II, 5 

TAC II, 6 

TAC II, 7 

lAC II, 8 

Right-of-Way Intra-Coastal Waterway From 1927 
~eaufort, ~.C. To Cape Fear River. 
Section Fro~ Myrtle Grove 5ound To Cape 
Fear ~iver 
MaP shows landowners and the right of 
wby limits for the proposed canal. A 
vicinity sketch appears in the upper 
left corner. An inset in the right 
margin shows the lot layout on George 
E. Green's property. Map prepared ~Y 
Lewis L. ~erritt, C.E., Wilmington, 
N.C., for the Transportation Advisory 
Commission, Canal Committee. 

Right - Of-Way Intra-Coastal Waterway 1928 
Carteret and Onslow Co. Sheet No. 1 
Map prepared by Lewis L. Merritt, C.E., 
Wilmington , NC, for the Transportation 
Advisory Commission, 1928. Map shows 
the right of way limits for the 
waterway and the property of H. K. 
Fort, John S. Jones, and the Ennett 
estates. Also shown is a cemetery and 
US Coast Survey stations. An index 
appears on the back cover of the 
wrapper around Sheets 1-18. 

Pight-Cf-~ay Intra-Coastal Waterway 1928 
Carteret and Onslow Co. Sheet No. 2 
~ap prepared by Lewis L. Merritt, C.£., 
WiLmington, NC, for the Transportation 
Advisory Commission, 1928. Map show the 
waterway right of way limits, 
especially along the property of the 
Ennett estate. Also shown is a cemetery 
and US Coast Survey stations. 

Right-Of-Way Intra-Coastal Waterway 1928 
Carteret and Onslow Co. Sheet No. 3 
Map p repared by Lewis L. ~erritt, C.E., 
Wilmington , NC, for the Transportation 
Advisory Commission, 1928. Map shows 
the portion of marsh claimed by Thomas 
Guthrie, known as Graball Fisheries. 
~ap also shows the waterway right of 
~ay limit , a cemetery, landowners, and 
US Coast Survey stations. 

Righ t-Cf-~ay Intra-Coastal Waterway 1928 · 
Carteret ana Onslow Co. Sheet No. 4 
Ma~ o reoared by Lewis L. ~erritt , C.E., 
\-. i l r:, i n c.; t on, N C, for t he Transport at i on 
P~visory Commi ssion, lv2 b. ~ao shows 
t he ~.aterway ri g ht of way limits, 
esp~cia lly alon ~ the rro~~rty of John 
S . jJn~~ . f.ap also sh ows a cemetery and 



T·AC Jl, 10 

TAC 11, 11 

TAC J'l, 12 .. 
lAC 11, 1.3: 

US Coast Svrv.ey. st a·t i on·s:. 
'CZ'ight-0-f·-\oay l:nt·r-a.-Co.as.titl W~t~rw~y 1.92'8 

(.a.r t e r:-~ t anQ :on.s l'ow Co. -f>h-e.et No. 5 
f-t .tp Pr~p;ared 'by L,~wJs L. '-!·e-rdtt, (.~. ,; 
:h:i lmingt ·on,. ~(, for the T'ransportatibn 
Advi .so·ry- Com'Yiis:si .on, 192.0,. Map sho.ws. 
th·e wate·.rway ri'ght of way ~ -imi· ts fro·ftl 
the ~hit.e O'ak Riv~r to t~e US· C.oas.t 
Survey Srtation "Que-e--n." 

R'i._ 9"ht•Of-Way l:ntra-co.astal ~aterway ,. 1 ·92·8 
(arte f..e t a·no Ol,slQ\ol to. Shee·t No.6 
M~p prepar~d by Lewi~ L. Kerritt, C~E., 
W i l m i n g t' on ' N C , . f o r t h e T r a n·s p,o r t at i on 
Advisory Corn.mission, !,9~6. M.ap sh.ows 
th~ waterway ri~ht of way limits froa 
east of the US toast Survey St~tion 
.. , . ...,a w k " t o 5 t a t i o .n " S,a, n d e f s ~ '" 

P. i g h-t ... o·t - ·t.ra ,y, .In·t r a .. co a~-t a. l l('G t e r w·ay l92:8 
.Carteret and Onslow C.o. She.et 'N-o .7 
fl. a.p p r ~pared by L t w:i' s ,L. Herr itt-~ 't. E., 
~; lmin;gton., N'(, for 'th,e Transpo. rt~tio:n 
Advisory Com.misosion, 1'92-8-.. Map sh·o.ws 
the waterway Fi~ht oi ~~Y lim~'~ fram 
east ot th.e US Coast Surv-ey s ·ta·tion 
"K;a w k 11 to S·a,un cj.e r s C r e e k • 

Rtg~t-Of-Wa~ lntra-Coa•tfl. ~atef~~Y t928 
Carteret and Onslow Co. She~t N~. 8 
M~Q pr~p~r~d by L~wis k. ~~r~ftffi C.Ew, 
·Wi tmin.gt_oJ1,. N.C.~ f'or· t.he T:r<tn~·p~n~ti~on 
Advi .sory Cotnmis·:sio-n,, 19~8 .. Map sh.o.ws· th,e 
wa1er~ay rig~t of way l~mi~$ from 
Sa!Jn;det:s Creek tQ Bear ·.cr~e~. 

Ri·ght-Of-Wat Intra-C'oa:.stal Waterw~ .. y 192·8· 
Ca-rt-Eret and Onsl.ow Co. Sbe·et No •. 9 
~•P pr~p ared by lJWis L. Merritt , C~E., 
"fi lmington, NC, for the' TransP.o·r.t.sti.on 
:Ad'vi -sory Con:unis:sion, 192·8. Map s.f.towS. the 
w a, t e r w a y r i g .. h t of" lir:8 )(. l-i m i ts 1 r-om 
sa-undets C.reek to S.ea.r cr·~e·k. 

R i g-.h t .. Of ,..·\:-at I nt r · a-Co as·t .a l W.a t e rway i 9Z.8 
Carteret and OnsLow Cow Sheet N~. 10 
M a'·P p r e p -c) r e-:d p y· L e w i s L. t'l e r r 11 t, C • E. , 
w 1 l m i ng't o"' N-( , far the Tr a·rl !fport, at i. on 
Adviso.rqr. Co·m{llission; l92b. M·ap sh:o·:w-s 
the ~aterway right of way limits from 
Ef ar Cree"l to the ~~ CollS't Surv·ey 
~ta,{6n "fAgle.~ 

~igh t- Of·~ a~ Intfa-C~a~'~L Wat~r~ay 1928 
(a.rteret. an., Onslow· Co. 'Sil.ef>t No . 11 
~· ;s f: :· r~~· i;Jre(1 oy Lewi·s L. l"errift , C.E., 
\.' i l rr i i"l, ~ t a,, NC, for ·t h·e T r ·~:.11 ·$-PO r·t Cl'.tl Qn 
Ad·v i ~ (:) r y C Q·'l'· :'lfi s .s ion., 1 ·9 2,b ·~ Yap s: ll Q..10 $. t he 

• 



Trdns~ortat ion ACvi s or~ Co~~ ission 

TAC 11, 16 

TAC 11~· 17 

T AC 11, 2·0 

TI-.C Jl, 21 

waterway rig~\ of wa~ limits froM Still 
Creek ta Ftee~ans Creek. 

Ri ght• Cf-way ,Jntra•C.oa,st:a' l w-aterway 1928 
Caft~ret anc Onslow Cc. Sheet No. 12 
~a~ pr e~ared by L~wis L~ Merritt, C.E.~ 
ki tndngt ·on, I\IC, io·r the Transportation 
Ad vi~ory Commission, 1928. Map shDW$ 
the water~ay ri9ht of ~ay limits from 
Browns Inlet to west of 1he US Coast 
Su r v 'e y S t a t i o· n h H urn • •• , 

~ight-Of-Way Intra-Co~~tfl Waterway 1928 
· Carteret and Onsl~w CQ. Sheet No. 13 

Map prtPar~d by Le~is L . Merritt, C.E., 
Wi tmih~tbn, Ht, 1or t~e Tr~hsportation 
Advisory Commission, 1928. Map shows 
~he wat~rway right of way tt~its from 
Fr~emans Landing to aakers Cr•ek. Also 
shows Haulover ~ishery. 

Rigftt-Ot~way lntra-t~astal Waterway 19?8 
Cartfrit and nnslow Ca. Sheft No. 14 
Map prep~red by Lewis L. ~e?ritt, C.E., 
Wilmington, N(, for the Transportati~n 
Ad~i~6ry Commissipn~ 192a. Ma~ shows the 
waterway right of way limits from 
Fr~~roan~ Cree~ to Bakers Creek. 

RiQht-Qf-Wiy lntra-Coast•l W~terw~Y 1~28 
Carte~et ~nd Onsl6w Co. Sheet No. 15 
M9p prepared by lewis L_. ~err .ht, (.£., 
Wilm i ngton, NC , for the Transportation 
Advisory Commission, 192&. Map shows the 
wat.~rway rdgh't of ~itY l imits fro-m S~kers 
Creek to Salli~rs Creek. 

F isht-Of-~ar Intra-Coastal ~aterway 1928 
C a r t f r e t and 0 n s l ow Co • S h e•e t No.. 16 
~ap pr~pareo hy Lewis L. Merritt, C.E., 
~ilmtngton, NC , for the Transportation 
A'avi sort Co·mmi ss ion~. ~~28. MaJ? shows 
thr ~ftter~ay right of w~~ limits fro~ 
S.a l l i e r s :c r e e k t o e: a s t e. f ,c e d a r Poi h. t • 

~ i 9~ t-01-~ay Intra-Coastal ~aterway 1928 
Carteret and ~nslow Co. Sheet No. 17 
Kav c r e~ar~d by l~~is L. Mertitt, C.E., 
Wilmi~gton, NC, for the Transportation 
A.dvis ·ory -Commission., 19.2'H. Map shows the· 
'to'aterw.ay right of w:ay limits from Bakers 
Cr.e k t o Salli¢rs c~~~k~ 

~i~~t-Of-Way fntra-Coastal Waterway lf28 
Ca rtPret and Onsl~~ Co. Sh~et Nc. 1& 
~~ n u rep~r~o h y l~wis L· ~erritt~ C.E.~ 
!,.' i l ':t in;;t o ., , ~J (, f ·or t~e Traraportat i on 
/o tJviscry Co.,.rn-iss)on, 19~~. 1-!ap stlows the· 
~~1 e rw • y r fqh~ Gf aiy limits from 

' 



TAC: Ll, .2 3 

lA.C II, 24 

l A·C. II ., 2 5 

lAC 'J I -~ 26 

,Sa ll i .e rs ihy t ·o fiew R·i v·e r. 
fntra-Co~~tal ~atervay 1000 Foot 1918 

~igh1P0f~~ay T~rou~·~ ~arsh Land Owned 6y 
S·ho r e· A"t res. to:. 
~ap prepared by ~ewis l. ~erritt~ C.i., 
Wil~ingtoor Kt t~r thJ Tr,nsp•rtatto~ 
Acvi sory Comm.tss:i~n.,. Canal 'C.om·mhte<e.
Ha ~ ahows th~ waterway right of way 
li~i \ S from t~e US Coa~~ Sur~ey 
T r 'i an:gu l at i Q.n s·.t.a t i o.n "V H l e" t 'O. , 
Gr~ng~rs Point. Map alsb shows the Tide 
Water Power Co. elettrit~l railway, 
lao~- o.~n~rs~ par~s, a~d J~r~tY 
information • . 

Right-Of-·Way lntr,f·Coasta l ~at ·er..,ay, 192·9 
Oyster G~rdens. New Riv~r S~ e~t No. 1 
Ma~ p~epa~ed hy Lewis L. M~~ ritl• C.E., 
'\d L m i n g;t on,; N C. Map s.h ow$ the 1u t e r w ay. 
r'ight of way timits at -c·hadw·ick .e~y-. 

·~~a.P reinove:-d fr-1>m Transp·or.tation Adv'isor:y. 
{.omrn iss i.·on, Condem.na t ; · o·n. P ro·c ee di ng.s , . 
T. A. t. v. J. ·w·.. Ca na·dy <TAt b~ 9). 

Ri g'h_t -of-Wa-y I nt r ca-·Co a st·a l ~ t.e rway , . 1929 
Oyster Gard~ns, New River She~t No. 2 
t~ a p p·r epa r .e d t1;y L~ w i :S l • ~ ~r. t i t t , . t~ E •. y, 

\ti hd 11 9. t on, N.C • t.1 a p s h o w:.s t'f'l e w a t e r w ay 
r'i.ght eo-f W'ay, li.m·i-ts a·t Chadwick Say. 
~h!ap r.emoy..ed fro111· T'r . .a.n~p_ona~ } ;on A,d\dsory 
Corn m :is s·i OR Con:d emn a d .p.n P-r Q c ~ cn:fi:ng s, 
l.A.·c. v. J. "· Ca.nady (lAC l.1 9). 

M.a p &howins Terri,~ry In ~hi~~ ~,duction 1938 
ln Freight R~teJ Wo~J;ld ,B;e Ef ·te~~e~d By 
'P"r-oposed Ope--r:a.t' ion· of· Bar9e Lines- on 'th·e 
(ap·e f~ar R'iver, tt.€. 

• 




