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BOARD OF NURSE RIDISTRATION AND NURSING ED'OOATION 

An act of 1903 provided for the registration of trained nurses . The 
Board of Examiners of Trained Nurses of North Carolina was established, 
consisting of five members -- two physicians and three registered nurses -
elected respectively by the State Medical Societ.Y and the State Nurses 
Association for three year terms, and it was to examine and issue licenses 
to those applicants who met the requirements. 

In 1925, the name of the Board was changed to The Board of Nurse 
Examiners of North Carolina. A joint comnti. ttee on standardization, con
sisting of three members appointed from the North Carolina State Nurses 1 

Association, and three members from the North Carolina State Hospital 
Association, for three year terms, was also established. 

The name of the Board was changed again in 1931 to the North Carolina 
Board of Nurse Examiners. 

The 1933 General Assembly added to the joint committee on standardi
zation one member appointed from the North Carolina State Nurses 1 Associa
tion. The committee was also to share various duties ld. th the Board. 

An act of 1947 required that practical nurses also be examined, 
licensed, and regulated by the Board. Therefore, three practical nurses, 
appointed by the Undergraduate and Practical Nurses Association of Durham 
for three year tenruJ, were added to the Board. A Licensed Practical Nurses 
Association in North Carolina was to be formed and was to make appointments 
to the Board. 

'.Ihe General Assembly of 1953 completely rewrote the law governing 
the Board. The Board of Nurse Registration and Nursing Education was to 
consist of nine members, five registered nurses, bfo physicians with &per
ience in teaching nurses, and two representatives of hospitals operating 
nursing schools; all were to be appointed and commissioned by the Governor 
for four year terms. The Board was to elect a chainnan and a vice chairman 
annually and to employ an executive secretary. The executive secretary, 
who was to be a registered nurse , was to serve as treasurer and to perform 
and be responsible for the performance of duties and functions as prescribed 
by the Board. 

The Board was authorized to employ legal counsel, certified public 
accountants, and other necessary employees, and to fix the necessary 
compensation. All expenses were to be paid fran money collected as fees 
or other funds received; no expenses were to be paid by the Treasurer of 
the State. In amual audit of the accounts was to be made by the State of 
North Carolina. 

Under the new law, three licensed practical nurses , appointed and 
commissioned by the Governor for four year terms, were to continue seiVing 
on the Board and participate only in those meetings or activities that 
pertained to practical nursing. The enlarged Board was to establish 
standards and provide mi.n1mum requirements for the conducting of practical 
nursing schools. The duties of the Standardization Committee were given 
the Board Enlarged. 



• 
The 1953 General Assembly also atthorized the Governor to appoint a 

three member canmittee to study the advisability and feasibility of 
establishing a nurse training program at one or more of the State-supported 
educational institutions . Special consideration was to be given Negro 
institutions. A sum of $200,000 was appropriated for the 1953-1955 biennium 
for the purpose of carrying out the recommendations of the committee. 

No major changes have occurred since 1955 in the law regarding the 
Board except that license application fees were increased by the 1961 
General Assembly. 

Note:--Tbe preceding was copied from the Official Administrative History, 
which accompanies the Inventory of Records aJXi Schedules for Records . 
Additional in.fonnation and sources will be found in the Official Adminis
trative History. 
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NURSE REGISTRATION AND NURSING 
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3 

1 1903-1917--Minutes, Board of Examiners of Trained Nurses of 
North Carolina 

1918-1922--Minutes, Board of Examiners of Trained Nurses of 
North Carolina 

1922-1936--Minutes, North Carolina Board of Nurse Examiners 
1936-1946--Minutes, North Carolina Board of Nurse Examiners 

2 1947-1951--M:inutes, North Carolina Board of Nurse Examiners 
1952- 1953--Minutes, North Carolina Board of Nurse Examiners 
1947-1953--Minutes, North Carolina Board of Nurse Examiners 

Enlarged 

3 1922-1930--Minutes, Standardization Committee of North 

4 

Carolina Schools of Nursing 
1931-1940--Minutes, Standardization Committee of North 

Carolina Schools of Nursing 
1941-1950--Minutes, Joint Committee on Standardization for 

Schools of Professional Nursing 

1951-1953--Minutes, Joint Committee on Standardization for 
Schools of Professional Nursing and North Carolina Board 
of Nurse Examiners 

1947-1953--Minutes, Joint Committee on Standardization for 
Schools of Practical Nursing and N. C. Board of Nurse 
Examiners 

1903-1959--Sample Certificates, Registered Nurses 
194 7 -1959--5ample Certificates, Practical Nurses 

5 1903-1961--Books of Laws Pertaining to Nursing in North 
Carolina 

1927-(1960]--Circulars Information for Schools of Professional 
Nursing 

1947-[1959]--Girculars of Information for Schools of Practical 
Nursing 

Materials used in writing "History of Nursing in North 
Carolina (Published in 1938)--correspondence included 

6 Materials used in writing "History of Nursing in North 
Carolina--includes correspondence 

Letters of information about history, permits, etc. 
Photographs used in history 
Extracts from Minutes of N. c. State Nurses Association, 

1903-1917 
Original Papers given at meetings 
American Hospital Association 
American Nurses Association 
Batterham, Miss Mary Rose 
Board of Examiners, 1903-1909 
Civil War Clippings 
Districts 
Duke University 
Dunnwyche 
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Holeman, Miss Lydia A. 
Indian Bemedies 
Laws, North Carolina Nursing 
Legislation, Historical Data 

NURSE RmiSTRATION AND NURSING 
EDUCATION, BOARD OF 

7 U.s. Legislation -- Rank for Nurses 

8 

9 

10 

Book # 1 

n # 2 

Letters from early North Carolina nurses and others relative 
to Nursing Histo:cy 

Letters from World War Nurses , 1918-1919 
Medical and Nursing Data 
Miscellaneous 
Miscellaneous Data -- Schools of Nursing 
Mia oellaneous infomation 
Miscellaneous material -- minutes, etc. 
News articles 
North Carolina Negro Nurses Association 

Nurses Registered under 1903 and 1917 Waivers 
Nursing education 
Orr, Adeline 
Pioneer nurses 
Presidents of North Carolina State Nurses' Association, 

1902-1929 
Proceedings of N. c. State Nurses Association, 1930; original 

papers 
Proceedings of N. c. State Nurses ' Association, 1922-1923 
Public Health Nursing in North Carolina 
Public Health and Red Cross 
Reports of National Meetings, 1924, 1930 
Revolutionar,y War 
Southern Division Nurses Association 
Standardization Board 
Student Nurses Reserve Report 

Wyche, Miss Mary L. 
Wyche, l"dss 11ary -- miscellaneous 
Wyche, M. L . -- Duke University Correspondence 
Wyche , Miss Ma:cy Lewis -- Historical 
Wyche -- original notes on nursing history 

! "~~$" 
1919-~, Audit Reports 

List of Registered Nurses in North Carolina, 1903-1922 

N. C. Board of Nurse Examiners--Examination Grades, 11 1 4 
_ J..,, .3 

December, 1922-194 7 w i1'kq .,a 1oM' K. 

1931-1947--Lists of Nurses Registered by Endorsement from 
other States 
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5-e~ 
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l~o.~,No. 2 
No. 4 
No. 3 
No. 5 
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Box No • • 1 

Contents 

NURSE REGISTRATION AND NURSING 
EDUCATION, BOARD OF 

1948-1957--Applicants registered by endorsement 
1948-1956--Applicants registered by examinations 

1947-1957--N. C. Board of Nurse Registration and Nursing ,,
1

, J ;
6 
v 

Education Enlarged, Practical Nurses -r e-\v.-f""e.d ~Jt,e.v.c1 r; 1 

Scrapbooks 

1885-1903, Scrapbook on Nursing originally belonging to Mrs. 
M. H. Laurance 

1903-1916--North Carolina State Nurses Association 
1939-1946--North Carolina Board of Nurse Examiners 
1932-1933--North Carolina Board of Nurse Examiners 
1954-1961--North Carolina Board of Nurse Registration and 

Nursing Education 
1949-1951--North Carolina Board of Nurse Examiners and 

Board Enlarged 

Received from the Records Center March 15, 1963 

Audited Accounts, 1949 
First Nursing Organizations 
N.C. Board of Nurse Examiners - Correspondence and Data, 1934 - 1944 
Ex- Board Members, 1917 - 1954 
North Carolina League of Nursing Education, 1931 - 1953 
North Carolina Nurses' Association, 1916- 1939 
List of Negro Nurses in North Carolina, 1903 - 1936 

2 Legislation, 1922 - 1953 
Reciprocal Agreements with other States (Nurse Registration), 

Book 1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
1 
8 

1917 - 1922 
United States Nurse Cadet Corps, 1941 - 1945 
State Board - Examination questions 
Trade and Industrial Education (Nursing), 1934 - 1945 
Standardization Board, 1926 - 1953 
Survey of Nurses by Counties, 1929 
Practical Nurse Materials, 1948 - 1953 
N.C. Board of Nurse Examjners, Members, 1953 

Finance Book, 1903 - 1918 
Finance Book, Receipts and Expenditures, 1931 - 1933 
Finance Book, 1927 - 1938 
Finance Book, 1938 - 1946 
Finance Book, 1946 - March, 1948 
Ledger, Registered Nurses, Receipts and Disbursements, 1948 - 1958 
Practical Nurses' Finance Book, 1947 - 1953 
Practical Nurses, Finance Book , 1954 - 1958 
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The foUowi.Dc> records ~~ microtilmod on l6 rm. film at a re<.hlc:tion 
raUo of 24 to 1 ~ the State Bocorde Sec:ti~ ~i'ri.nion or ~Y~s 4Uld 
l'.anue.crip~. De~t:ent or Archifto and Histoey. ~· fil..aing be~ and 
wna cca;.leted on K.v }, 1968; ~ d..lto on which a particu~ rael wao 
llicrotiloed 1a aho•'Zl in the Certificate of Authenticit)' at the elld ot 
the reel. Tho recorda o.re arrncoed cbronoloGicalll b7 date ot aeot1Dci 
and We%'6 eicrofilmod 1n o.ccordance ~th paze 1. item l of tho r oorda 
retenticn and d1spos1 tioJl aoh94ule tor the Board of rmrsi.D& approved 
r!.arch 20, 1962. Another cop7 o! tho f'1lm is ill the Ztate Records ·Section 
Microtua ProJoct.. !be or1.g1.nal recorda have been returne4 to the Bo:u"d 
ot I;~. 
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