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Physical Deseription: Letters, 28 5 i terns; typed copies, 7 80 pages. 

Acquisition: ~ 2, 1965. Presented by Mrs. Edward 
L. Cannon,~-_., Raleigh, executrix of estate of 
Hrs. Mary Hendren-(Mrs. z. B., Jr.) vance; Mrs. J. w. Pillow,· 
c/o Mrs. Richard Ordway, , Metarie, Louisiana; 
Mrs. R. G. Cobb, c/o Mrs. Richard Ordway. 

Deseription: The ~orrespondence of Zebulon Baird Vance and his 
first wife., Harriett Newell Espy Vance (1832-1878) of Quaker 
Meadows, N.C., covering the period from Vance's.first letter 
to Miss Espy in 1851 to a month after her death in 1878. 

· The. 285 letters fall into four series: love letters (121) 
exchanged by Vance and Harriett Espy from March 15, 1851~¥ 
the eve of their marriage on August 2, 1853; letters (77) from 
Harriett Vance.to her husband and from him to her, written 
between 1854 and 1878; 'letters (36) to both of them from family 
and friends; and messages of condolence (51) to Governor Vance 
after Harriett's death on November 3, 1878. 

The Vance's two and a half year courtship was conducted 
almost entirely by mail and nearly the whole correspondence 
has survived .. The 75 letters from Vance and the 46 from 
Harriett, while primarily love letters, contain many glimpses 
into the society of antebellum North Carolina, particularly 
that of Chapel Hill ana the western counties. Vance describes 
his daily routine first as a .student at the University of 
North Carolina and later as a young lawyer in Asheville. 
Harriett Espy tells of her daily concerns.at Quaker Meadows, 
the Burke county plantation where she lives with her aunt and 
uncle, Captain Charles McDowell. These early letters have 
been published in Elizabeth Roberts Cannon (ed.) , My Beloved 
Zebulon (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1971). 

Often separated during their married life,.the Vances 
continued to write regularly to each other. These letters, 
though always affectionate, deal mainly with family affairs 
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and, during 1859-1862 particularly, with the problems of 
existence in hard times. From December 1, 1859, through 
February, 1860, while Vance was a member of the u. s. House 
of RepreSentatives, Mrs. Vance wrote to her'husband approxi
mately four times a week, relating to him news about his 
family and friends and mentioning local reactions to his 
Unionist stand. Of the letters from Vance, two (January, 
1855) describe the debate in the N. c. House of Commons 
(of which Vance was a member) over ·the French Broad Rail
road Bill; one (1861) was written as he prepared to march 
with his troops to Garysburg, on the way to Virginia; and 
two (1862) were written from Raleigh where he had just 
been inaugurated as governor. Host of the letters between 
1867-1878 were written by Mrs. Vance while she and the 
children were visiting or vacationing, usually in Asheville 
or Pleasant Gardens. There are four letters (1874) from 
her to their son Zebbie, away at school. In all of these 
letters frequent references are made to the Vance children: 
Robert Espy (Eppie), who died at the age of one year, 
Charles, David, Thomas, and Zebulon, 'Jr. 

Letters to the Vances from.family and friends include 
letters from their sons, from Vance's mother, from numerous 
cousins, and from the ministers Joseph M. Atkinson and 
Robert Hett Chapman. There are also letters to Mrs. Vance 
from Cornelia Phillips Spencer, c. H. Wiley, and from 
several out-of-state friends. 

After long suffering ill.health, Mrs. Vance died in 
Raleigh ·On November 3, 1878; Vance's mother, Mira Margaret 
Vance, had died only shortly before on October 4. Messages 
of condolence to Governor Vance during his double bereave
ment include letters and telegrams froin relatives and 
friends, among them Cornelia Phillips Spencer, Kemp P. 
Battle, and other prominent North Carolinians. 

"A Lament," a poem from Vance to Hattie dated December 6, 
1878, mourns her death but also expresses hope for their 
reunion in Heaven, as her Savior now is ·his own. Shortly 
after his wife's death Vance had joined the Presbyterian 
Church, a step that she had constantly urged upon him. 

Transcripts of the:letters, which were originally tipped 
in a letter book, were made by Mrs. Violet c. Kidd in 1965. 

Finding Aids: 
· Main Entry card 

Date card 
Geographic Cards--Asheville 

Chapel Hill 
Buncombe. County 
Burke County 
Morganton 
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Finding Aids (Cont'd): 
Autograph Cards 

Abernethy, R. L. 
·Atkinson, Joseph M. (3) 
Averitt, James B. · 
Bailey, (Rev.) c. T • 
Battle, Kemp P. 
Boykin, T. J,· 
Brown, W. J. 
Chapman, Robert Hett (3) 
Cox, S(amuel) S(ullivan) 
Hughes, J(ohn).W. 
Johnston, R. B. 
Johnston, R. Z. 
Lacy, Drury 
Mangum, A. W. 
Morrison, James H. 
Niven, A(rchibald) C(ampbell) 
Phillips, Laura B. 
Spencer, Cornelia P(hillips) (3) 
Vance, M(ira) M(argaret) 
Vance, Zebulon B(aird) 
White, Philo 
Wiley, C(alvin) H. 

Subject Cards 
AVERY FAMILY 
AVERY, WILLIAM WAIGHTSTILL 
BAIRD FAMILY . 
BROWN, WILLIAM CALEB 
CALIFORNIA GOLD RUSH 
CHAPMAN, REV. AND MRS. ROBERT HETT 
CLINGMAN, THOMAS L. 
CRIME AND PUNISHMENT: Hanging of David Mason, 1852 
DISASTERS: Fire at Warm Springs, 1853 
EDUCATION-~PRIVATE SCHOOLS: Bingham School 

Burnsville Academy 
"College" at Goldsboro 

EDUCATION--WOMEN: Western Carolina Female College 
ELECTIONS--1853 
ELECTIONS--1870 
ERWIN FAMILY 
GAITHER, SIDNEY 
HAPPOLDT, DR. JOHN MICHAEL 

. HOTELS, INNS, TAVERNS--Eagle Hotel 
· Pleasant Gardens 

LESTER, DR~·THOMAS C. 
McDOWELL FAMILY 
MARSHALL, N. C. 
MERRIMON, AUGUSTUS SUMMERFIELD 
NEILSON, DR. MORGAN LINES 
RAILROADS--Charleston and Cincinnati Railroad 

French Broad Railroad Bill 
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Finding Aids (Cont'd): 
Subject Cards (Cont'd) 

RELIGION--Presbyterian 

See also: 

SOCIAL LIFE AND CUSTOMS--Asheville 
Buncombe County 
Burke County 
Chapel Hill 
Morganton 
Quaker Meadows 

SWAIN, DAVID L• 
U. S.--CONGRESS--HOUSE 
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 
VANCE FAMILY 
VANCE, MIRA MARGARET BAIRD 
VANCE, ROBERT BRANK 
VANCE, ZEBULON BAIRD 
WAR--CIVIL--GENERAL 
WAR--CIVIL--HOMEFRONT 
WOODFIN, JOHN W. 
WOODFIN, NICHOLAS W. 

Calendar of Zebulon B. Vance Papers. 

Frontis w. Johnston (ed.), The Papers of Zebulon Baird Vance. 

P.C. 15 
P.C. 121 
P.C. 7 
p .c. 84 
P.C. 100 

Vance, Zebulon B. 
Brown, W. Vance 
Spencer, Cornelia Phillips 
Swain, ·David L. 
Davidson, Allen T. and Theodore F. 

Finding Aid completed by Sharon Sandling, December 17, 1971. 
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