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Collection: GRASTY, JOHN S. 
Caswell county, 
Virginia 

1834-1852, [1871, 1967] 1 n.d. 

Physical Description: Diaries with typescript copies, letters,· poem, 
newspaper clippings, article. 

Acquisition: Original diaries and loaned for microfilm-
ing by Mrs. Grasty Crews; Danville, Virginia 
[in possession of Grasty Crews II, N., Arlington, 
Virginia~M. Q. Plumb. lee, Caswell County Historical 
Society,- Yanceyville, N. C., March, 1972. 

·RESTRICTION LIITED September. 1, 1977. ~When the Past Refused to Die: 
The History of Caswell County, North Carolina, 1777•1977, by WilliamS. 
Powell, 1977. 

Description: The Reverend John Sharshall Grasty (1825--ca. 1883) 
was the son of Philip Lightfoot and Jane Clark Grasty of Pitt
sylvania County, Virginia. He ati;;ended the University of North 
Carolina, 1842-1843, obtained a license to practice law in 1844, 
and settled at Henry Court House, Virginia, 

After a single entry of February 28, 1843, the diaries 
begin with irregular entries from January through December, 1844, 
when Grasty was nineteen years old. Daily entries begin in 
January, 1845, and continue through 1850. During this period 
he practiced law in Henry County, Virginia, attended Union 
Seminary in Farmville, Virginia, and early in 1849 was called to 
the Presbyterian church in Yanceyville, North carolina. 

The entries record hi.s interest in law, religion, reading, 
conversation, phrenology, the temperance movement, courtship and 
marriage, visiting and "taking·tea," backgammon, etc. Between 
the entries for September 27 and June 10, 1847, are a number of 
outlines for sermons. Generally there is little elaboration in 
the journal comments, although occasionally a remark on religion 
or courtship will be extended. 

A typical entry is that of April 7 I 1849: "Walked up to 
Dr. Roane's--he and myself came down street--spoke of Miss 
Galloway, etc. I read Autobiography of Goethe--after dinner went 
down to Mr. Johnson's store--got Rice on Phrenology--went.up to 
Dr. Roane's. Dr. Jones, Mr. Henderson and myself conversed--I 
then attended prayer meeting. I then went to McAlpin's store-
then took a walk--after tea read Scottish tales, etc." . . 

There are passing references to many persons from prominent 
families in Caswell county and in Danville, Virginia, where he 
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frequently journeyed. An especially interesting.account is 
given of a rnonth's.tour to Washington, D. c.; Philadelphia;. 
New York City; Niagara Falls; Lowell, Mass.; etc. in May-
June, 1850. · · 

··Miscellaneous i terns include two letters of 1834 and 
1852; a poem, 1871; and a brief history of the Grastysin 
Mt. Airy, Pittsylvania County, Virginia, 1967 • . 
Arrangement of Typescript of Diaries: 

January,l845-Septernber 1846, pp. 250. 
[Note: pp. 74-79, 1843 and 1844] 

June, 1847-August, 1847, pp. 45 •. 
October, 1847-Decernber 1848, pp. 68. 
December, 1848-March, 1850, pp. 70; 
April, 1850-Decernber, 1850, pp. 43. 

Finding Aids: 

~-

Main Entry Card 
Date Cards· 

.1845-1849 
1850 

Geographic Cards 
North Carolina, 
Virginia 

Subject Cards 
CASWELL COUNTY 
PRESBYTERIANS 

. TRAVELS 

Caswell County, Yanceyville· 

See Also: N .• C.State Library--Reverend JohnS. Grasty, 
·Memoir of·Rev. Samuel B. McPheeters, DD., (St. 
Louis, 1871). 

Finding Aid completed 1 June 1972,by Ellen z. McGrew. 
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