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Reginal4 A\ibret Fessenden (Ootobar 6, 1866-Jul.¥ 22t: 1932) was an 
. ~ inventol' aM. p~ Whose career liaS varied Brl4 colorfUl. 
»om in ~~ Canada, he liU eclucatecl in school& in CailaiSa and the 
tJnitecl states. Att.er-tw ~ aa pM.il<:ipal or ~Mtner Institute in 
Betmud&; he vant to .New tal'k to 4evelop biB ocienti!:to :l.nt.erest thl'ough 
p:ractical. Gllperiel'lO&o Atter a ~·a~ as tester fol'.&U.aon MaChine 
Wo$1, in 188? he 111U·made dliet chmat of the~ Lab0re.to1'7 at 
Orqe1 New Jene,. In 1890 he -went to Pi.tt.afiel.d; M&.eee.cbn&et.t.a, as 
chief ~ t01' the Westi.nsbouae plant there. He liaS pro£essor 
of Gl.ecirl.aal angineerirlg at Pu1:'due Univereitq~ 18921 and at .liestern 
UniverSit;y of Penne;yl.'98nia1 l893-l899o Fe&sEI!llilirl came to North Carolina 
in 1900 \mile!' the auspices of the United states tTeathero Bu,reau to conduct 
eaperimente in Wil'Eil.esS telegtap~ on. Roanoke I&:J..arxl. Hill two ;yee.rsr 
110rk here attt'acted conWen.bJ.e publicit;y and CQ.lTesponded in Ume with 

. thec:e,l(periments of the thi.ght Brothers in t.b&t lbciiJ.itq • · · 

In 1902 Feseenden formed the National :El.89tl'iC:: S1gnalii'lg c~ 
with Darwin s. Wolcott, patent attorney; and T. H. Oi.ven and He)' Walker, 
J~., .tinanoial. be,akei'IJ; the purpose of the ~'V b~ to pramote 
fc&senlien's inventions. He l.e!t the~ in 19llJ and arter,years 

. ot litigation, lost bi.a legal figbt. to gain the right to use biB patents 
'pri.Ve.t~. It vaa J'eported tbat the ·~ late sol4 these patents to 
Be.liio Corporatitm of .America f01' three m1J]ion dol)ez·s. Feseendeli bacl 
many vigorous legal be.tt.l.es avw hie patent rights, the !lll)st, outstanding 
case being the.t kno'Wn as the "Comb~tion Suit." In tbi.a dispute, FeSsenden 
~ees.ful.:cy brought a charge or illegal use of his patents against a. 
cCllllbinil.tion or cl,ght o£ the <lOunteyta leading electr1cal conpaniea. 
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Fessenden served as consUlting engineer for the Submarine Signe.U.na 
Conpe~ n-om 1910 untU hie death in 1932, ana, also, for several pt'alli­

. nent electriCal eo.q,aniee at various times during that period, He lil'8 
.. ~ed to Be.len Ms;r Trott in 1890, e.nd they hall one son, Reginald Xenn~ 

Peeeenden. · The inventor died in Betmud&.. Ria biograpl\Y '.~~~a· 
•. 1. Bpilder or fOmoi"rows, written bf his Wife, was published 

} 

Achi!!'!!!ll!l'lts of .Reginald Ae .. Fess~a . 

Fessenden's patent.& number over five h~Ul!ired, mostly in the field 
of radio. Be 1s recognised as the originator Of the continuous wave 

· principle :in wireleSs ~ion, and, .also, as the i.nventor of the 
het.erod,yn6 system or reception. From h1s Brant Rock experimental station, 
Feeaenden ma4e the first knOllll radio ~t of speech and music on 
Chl1.atmae Eve, 1906, · The Beln8 year, he established 'Wbat ~ said to be 
the t1l'st tw-wa: trans-Atlantic wix'eleee telegrs,phic contact, between 
Brant ROck.' Masioa.cln1Betts, and Macbribanieb, Scotlazld. Among bis better 
knawn inventions 1n fieldS other tban J'adio are the fathometer (or sonic 
depth 1'1Mer for etd.,ps), the Sllll)ke cloud for tanks, the tUJ'bo-electric 
drive for battleehi.ps, the w1r&lese COI!flaSS• and various Sllbmarine signal sna 
dev:l.cies. · 

the inventor was the author of mtl.rJJ' sCientific papers and was in demand 
as a lecturer. SevwaJ. inst-e11llli!Dts of his autobiography were published 
in Radio News, but the work was net'm' oompleted. Having been intens~ 
interested. in the classics since cOllege dqs, Fessenden devoted. much til:le 
in the laat years of his lire to. N&earcb in the field of mythological 
origirul, and in 1923 publisbecl The. Deluged Civilization of the eaucasua, 
a ~ of the book he planned to l1ritee He 1.9.ter pubJ!Shed several 
a4ditional. Cbaptm-81 ancl also wrote a number of newspaper articles on 
the subject. · · 

. Recognition of Fessendenr 

ln 1921. the lnatitute of Radio &gineers a'Wal'ded its medal of honor 
to Feeeetden. In 1922 he VaS gi\'en the John SCott Medal. by the Advisory 
Colllmittee o£ the City or Phil$delphia tor his invention of continuous 
wave telegrapb;y and telsphoeyJ and in 1929 he liU the recipient of the 
Scientific American Medal for his inventions pl'CmlO'ting safety at sea. 
Oll Aprfi 1, 19S2; the Radio Pioneers ClUb presented its Hall of Fame 
Award to Fesaenden, Dr. Chri.stopher Crittetden accepting the award on 
bebalt ot the Fessenden National Mett10rial Association. The Club 
inaugurated its Hall of Faille series in 1950. Awards prWious to Fessen­
den's WerG made to &1isoi1 and Marconi. 

1140.1 
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'l'rade Oil"'ulare1 State of the Art.. 
Large ~ 1929· 
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F. w. B. Clq~ 1907. . 

F~ W.- H• CJ.q, l907~1908~ 
F. w. H~ Clq, 1909-1913~ 
Abel and. Imrq, 19J.O..l9l3. 
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Patent Files ... Cards showing cross indax between patent 
-numbere ancl eeriiil. nUmbers. · 

Patents. _ . . _ _ . _ . _ _ 
m.fl'l4 ... transmitting and receiving signals. 
793,647- cable condenser. 
7931648 - receiver tor electro-magnetic waves. 
793.649 - \d.reless tal.ephone. __ · 
793, 6SO ... v1.1'el.ese tel.ephOI'le. 
7931651 .,. aerial. to'li' wireless s~gnaH!'J8• 
793 ;6.52 - aeri.al.. -
793/lJ.S - water aeri'al. 
7931 Tr/ .. condenser capacj ty A. 
814;951 - cond.enaer capacitr A• 
846,081 .. receiver. _ _ 
8971 Z'/B ·•wireless telegrapcy-. _. 
897 1'Zl9 - genEll'll.tion of high trequency oscillati()lllh 

· 915,280 - al.ectric signaling._ 
916,428 - iJ!v?rovements in receivers. . 

9161429 - receiver •.. · 
917,574 • detecting device for w:l.rel.t.ss telegrapey. 
918,306 - method or wireless s~. 
9181307 .. apparatus for ~s s1gnaling. 
921,5.31 .. receiver fol' electro-magnetic waves. 
92.3,962 - receiving and. transmitting ei&nals on same 

9a'3~~· method of generatir.g hi gh~jt,~tions, 
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(cont'd) 

ll40.44 
p .131.34-. 35 

ll40.45 
P.131.35 

ll40.46 
P.131.36 

Contents 

Patent materials. (continued) 
Patents. (continued) 

928,371 - selective signaling apparatus. 
932,lll - capacity changer. 
932,ll2 - lightning arresters. 
938,836 - methods for cleaning guns. 

·941,565 - method for determining positions of 
vessels. 

941,565 - determining position of vessels. 
948,068 - wireless telegraphy, steel tower. 
956,489 - sending conductors. 
960,631 - wireless signaling. 
962,014 - wireless recorder. 
962,015 - r.eceiver for electric signaling. 
962,016 - self-exciting liquid barretter. 
962,017 - current-operated devices. 
962,018 - method of inverting signaling. 
962,417- electrical receiving apparatus. 
974,762- wireless telegraphy. 
979,144- transmission and receipt of electrical 

energy. 
979,145 - improvements in electric signaling. 

981,406 - multiplex telegraphy. 
998,567 - antenna for wireless signaling. 
1,002,049 - signaling by electro-magnetic waves. 
1,002,050 - receivers for signaling. 
1,002,051 - signaling by electro-magnetic wave. 
1,002,052 - improvements in electric signaling• 
1,002,141 - determining position of ships. 
1,015,881 - transmission of writings, sounds and 

pictures. 
1,019,236 - atmospheric booth for elimination of 

electrostatic in signaling. 

1,020,032 -wireless telegraphy. 
1,022,539 - receiver for electro-magnetic waves. 
1,022,540 - wireless signaling. 
1,022,584 - method of determining frequency of 

periodic impulses. 
1,035,334 - improvement in wireless telegraphy. 
1,042,778- receiver for electro-magnetic waves. 
1,044,637 -· receiver for electro-magnetic waves. 
1,045,781- ~Tireless telegraphy. 
1,045, 782 - wireless telegraphy. 
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(cont'd) 

1140.47 
P.l31.36-.37 

1140.48 
P.l31.37-.38 

1140.49 
P.l31.38-.39 

Contents 

Patent materials. (continued) 
Patents. (continued) 

1,048,670 - relay patent. 
1 1 050,441 - puller-in, for receiving signals. 

1,050,728- signaling. 
1,059,665 - \dreless telegraphy. 
1,059,666 ~ improvement in preventing interference 

with receipt of telegraphic signals. 
1,074,423 - \ri.reless signaling. 
1,074,424 - wireless telegraphy·. 
1,080,271 - signaling. 
1,101,895 - signaling by sound and other longitudinal 

elastic impulses. 
1,101,914 - Fessenden antenna. 
1,101,915 - horizontal aerial. 
1,112,441 - system of storing pOl<er. 
1,114,975 - storage of wheeled vehicles. 
1,121,722- agricultural engineering. 

1,126,966 - sending and receiving electro-magnetic 
rraves. 

1,132,465 - apparatus for converting heat into work. 
1,132,568 - improvements in electric signaling. 
1,132,569 - improvements in wireless telegraphy. 
1,133,435 - method and apparatus for reproducing 

impulses. 
1,141,386 - wireless telegraphy by electro-magnetic 

l'mves. . 
l,W,453 - wireless by electro-magnetic \..aves. 
1,147,010 - \ri.reless telegraphy. 
1,154,750- amplifying electrical impulses. 

1,156,677 ~ multiple frequency .aerial. 
1,157,094 - simultaneous transmitting and receiving. 
1,158,123- generating and receiving· electro-magnetic 

waves, diamond bridge arrangement. 
1,158,124 - aerial navigation. 
1,165,862 -·high frequency generator. 
1,166,892 - apparatus for producing high frequency 

oscillations. 
1,166,893 - same. 
1,167,366 ·-oscillator. 
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ll40.50 
P.131.39-.40 

ll40.5l 
p .131.4Q- .41 

ll40.52 
p .131. 41-:42 

ll40.53 
p .131.42-. 43 

Contents 

Patent materials. (continued) 
Patents. (continued) 

\ 

1,170, 969 - improvements in means of transmitting 
intelligence. 

1,172,017 - apparatus for wireless telegraphy. 
1,172,018 - electro-magnetic indicator. 
l,l75,i.J.8 - improvements in wireless telegraphy. 

·1,176,282 - group beats and group heterodyne. ·· 
1,178,507 - wireless signaling call. 
1,179,906 - electric signaling. 
"1,182,003 :- generating el~ctro-lnagnetic waves. 
1,182.;843 - direction finding switch, 
l,l8t,843 - signaling by electro-rnagnetj_c waves, 

't 
1,191,072- generating.power. 
1;207,387 - clipping clutch oscillator. 
1,207,388 - signal selector. ' 
1,212,202 - submarine, subterranean and aerial 

tel~hony, 

1,213,176 - phonograph kinetoscopes. 
1,213,610 - dynamo electric machinery, 
1,214,531 - power generation. 
1,217,165- power plants. · 
1,217,585 -·.iceberg and sounding equipment. 
1,240,328 - methods and apparatus for locating ore 

bodies. 

1,247,520 - system of storing power. 
1,265,068 - condenser co~verter. 
1,265,766- naval and mi:l.itary methods and apparatus. 

1,268,949 - methods ~d apparatus for agricultural 
•engineering. . 

1,270,398- transmitting. and receiving sound waves 
through the ground. 

1,277,562- multiple diaphragm. 
1,291,458 - unde~mter apparatus. 
1,301,675 ~ heat insulation. 
1,3ll,l57 .., submarine signaling, recognition signaling. 
1,318,739 ~pressure equalizing. 
1,318,740 ~increased circulation. 
1,319,145 ..: detecting and locating ships. 
1,319,521 - eliminating undersea vibrations. 



. . 

FESSENDEN, RIDINALD A., PAPERS 
Jlassachusetts 

P.C. 1140.~ - 1140.103 
-14 

Bermuda 

1887-1935 

Box No. 

1140.54 

P.l31.43-.44 

1140;55 

Contents 

Patent materials. (continued) 
Patents. (continued) 

1,331,907 - generating and utilizing power. 
1,341,795- locating and destroying enemy gun 

positions. 
1,348,556 ~ apparatus for submarine signaling • 
1,348,825·- detecting low frequency impulses • 

. 1,348,826 - submarine signaling and detection. 
1,348,827 - submarine signaling. 
1,348,828 - bubble screen. 
1,348,855 - locating submarines. 
1,348,856 - directive signaling. 

1,35),598 - directive signaling. 
p .131. 44-.45-.46 1,357,449 - artificial leather articles. 

1,374,293 - wireiess direction finders. 
1,384,014 - signaling and· utilizing radiant 

ll40.56 
P.131.46 

1140.57 
P.l31.46-.47 

impulses. 
1,384,029 - sound signaling, channel finding. 
1,384,030 - destroying ene~ gun positions. 
1,394,482 - double oscillator. 

1,394,483 - submarine signaling, sound shadow. 
1,397,949 - submarine signaling, screened oscillators 

in oil tank. 
1,397,950 - stop-clocks. 
1,414,077 - inspecting materials. 
1,415,539 ~ submarine signaling - compensator. 
1,429,497 - inductance capacity and amplifier. 
1,453,316 - acoustic methods and apparatus, 
1,472,558 - directional receiving of submarine 

signals - tubular sound screens. 
_1,473,179- eliminating-undesired impulses. 

1,486, 735 - distributive elastic wave receiver and 
microphone~ 

1,497,366 - signaling. 
1,501,105- condenser·receiver. 
1,574,074 -. channel pilots. . 
1,576,735- containers for infisionab1e materials. 
1,616,416 - co-ordinating radio and phonograph 

reproduction - generating and detecting impulses. 
1,616,848 - producing and reading books. 



FESSENDEN, REGINALD A., PAPERS p .c. ll40.1 - ll4Q.l0.3 
-15 }fassachusetts · · 

Bemuda 

1887-19.35 

Box No. 

1140.58 
P.l31.47-.48 

ll40.59 
P.l31.48-.49 

ll40.6o 
P.l31.49 

1140.61 
p .131. 49-.50 
1140.62 

. P.l31.50 
1140.6.3 
p .131.50 
ll4Q.64 
p .131. 50-.51. 

1140.65 
p .131. 51-.52 

. ll40.66 
P.l31.52-.53 

1140.67 
P.l31.53-.54 

Contents 

Patent materials. (continued) 
Patents. (continued) 

1,6.36,502 - determining distance by echo~ 
1,7.32,.302- producing reading books. 
1,802,970 - heating buildings. 
1,85.3,ll9 - determining distance by echo. 

1,854,025 -·generating and detecting.impulses. 
1,859,621 - apparatus for setting to best photo­

graphic exposure. 
1,882 18.3 - means for parking cars. 
1,89?,026 - means for modulating electric energy 

by light impulses. · 
1,901,502 - light modulators. 
1,901,50.3 - tooth brush. 

1,924,0.32 - height indicator. 
1,991,892 - height indicator. 

Other materials. 
Skinner patent application for leather dressing 

(patent number- 1,847,629), 1929-19.32. 
Original patents, 189.3, 1899, 1927. • 

Two volumes of Fessenden patents, 1891-1935. 

Extra patent copies, 12,ll5 ~ 1,157,094 • 

Extra patent copies., 1,158,12.3 - 1, 991,892. 

Data to be filed with licenses from Submarine 
Signaling Corporation, 1921-1924. 

·Foreign licenses, Submarine Signaling Corporation, 
191.3-1921. 

Licenses from Submarine Signaling Corporation, 1912-
1928. 

Patent applications, 190.3-1904. 

Patent applications, 1905-1906. 

· Patent applications, 1906-1907. 

Patent applications, 1907-1910. 
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1140.68 
P.131.54 

1140.69 
p .131.54-. 55 
1140.70 
P.131.55-.56 
1140.71 
P.131.56-.57 
1140.72 
P.l31.57-.58 

1140.73 
P.l31.58-.59 

1140.74 
p .131.60 

1140.75 
P.l31.61-.62 

1140.76 
P.131.62-.63 

. 1140.77 
p .131. 63-.64 

1140.78 
P.131.74 

1140.79 
P.131.65-.66 

Contents · 

Patent materials. (continued) 
other materials. . (continued) 

Pending applications, 1918-1922. 

Pending applications, 1922-1928. 

Abandoned applications, 1904-1911. 

Abandoned applications, 1912-1918. 

Abandoned applications, 1919-1928. 
Patent applications - supplementary file, interference 

records. 

. Patent applications - supplementary file, interference 
.records. 

Patent applications - supplementary file, interfe:r:ence 
records. 

National Electric Signaling Company, foreign Fessenden 
patents, 1906-1907. 

National Electric Signaling Company, foreign Fessenden 
patents, 1907-1908. 

National Electric Signaling Company, foreign Fessenden 
patents, 1908-1909 • 

National Electric Signaling Company, foreign Fessenden 
patents, 1969-1910. 

Foreign applications and patents - "Oscillator," 1913. 
''Long Wa.ve, 11 1914. 

''Vibratory motion, 11 1914. 
"Engine, 11 1914. · 
"Iceberg, 11 1914. 
''Phonograph ldnetoscopes, 11 1916. 

''Exhaust gas storage." 
"Transmission and reception of sound waves through 

the ground." 
"Girder case." 
1o/ri.ne case. 11 

"Under-water apparatus." 
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1140.80 
p .131.66-. 67 

1140.81 
P.131.67-.68 

1140.82 
p .131.68-. 69 

1140.83 
P.131.69-. 70 

Contents 

Patent materials. (continued) . 
Other materials. (continued) 

"Attuned diaphragm." 
11Connnutator. 11 

"Double oscillator. 11 

"Hethods and apparatus for military and naval purposes. 11 

· Renewal of British heterodyne patent. 
Co11adon and Strum on Lake Geneva experiments. 

· Sound · shadow. · 
Devices for signaling and estimating distances. 
:Hethods and apparatus for use in locating sub­

merged vessels. 
Improved methods and apparatus for use in submarine 

signaling. 
Detection and-production of compressional waves. 
Infusers. 
Determining distance by echo. 

Foreign applications and patents. 
Oscillator mountings. 
Production of sound or compressional waves. 
Eliminating disturbing energy. 
Submarine signaling (compensator). 
Directive signaling. 
Channel finding • 

. Detecting gun positions. 
Locating submarines. 
Utilizing radiant· impulses. 
Submarine signaling. 
\'later line sound screen. 
Recognition signaling. 
Bubble screen (sound insulation). 
Destroying gun positions. 

French patents, 1902-1910. 
German patents, 1902-1908. 
Patents, under International Convention, 1900-1926. 

Legal disputes. 
One copy, ''Radio Retailer and Jobber," April, 1926. 
Data for suits, general. 
Correspondence, 1907-1911. 

Correspondence, 1912-1920. 
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ll40.85 
P.131.71-.72 

ll40.86 
p .131. 72 

ll40.87 
P.131. 73-.74 

1140.88 
P.l31.74<75 

Contents 

Legal disputes. (continued) 
Correspondence, 1921~1930. 

Correspondence, 1924-1928. 
Chronological abstract of letters and events, 

1902-1925. 
Legislation and laws pertaining to combinations and 

monopolies, 1924-1927. 
Patent laws, etc. 

Clippings. 
Hagazines. 
Browne and \-loodworth. 

National Electric Signaling Company suit - patent 
statement, 19ll-1925. 

Cash account, etc., 19ll-1915. 
George K. Uoodliorth - copies of letters furnished, 

1917-1931. . 
Hurlburt, Jones, and Hall, 1924-1927. 

Hurlburt, Jones, and Hall, 1928-1932. 
· Combination Suit. 

Radio Corporation of America option agreement and 
release, final form and drafts. 

'I'Iork pap.ers leadili.g up to f:lnal draft agreement. 
Uork papers used in combination case. 
Fessenden statements re Radio Corporation of America 

suit - patent valuations. 
Frank J. Staub. 
Owen D. Young - General Elect:z;ic Company. · 
Boyd B. Jones file, 1926-1928. 
Fessenden file, 1927-1928. 

Plaintiff's declaration. 
Commom1ealth Country Club, 1922-1927. 
Coolidge Corner Electric Shop, 1925-1929. 
Fessenden vs. Gordon Dexter of Submarine Signaling 

Company - bills of complaint, 1920 - exhibits, 
1912-1920. 

Fessenden claims against German Government, 1919-1925. 
Kintner, receiver, National Electric Signaling Company 

vs. United States Government, 1916-1925. · · 
National Electric Signaling Company receivers vs. United 

States Government, 1920~1929. 
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(cont'd) 
P.l31.75 

1140.89 
P.131. 75-.76 

1140.90 
. P.l31.76-.77 

Contents 

Legal disputes. (continued) 
Printed briefs, etc. 
National Electric Signaling Company vs. United 

States Government, 1917-1927. 
Final documents in National Electric Signaling 

Company suit. 
National Electric Signaling Company, Historical, 
. 1896-1926. 

Fessenden vs. National Electric. Signaling Company. 
:Hemo "A" - assignment of patents. 
Summary of 1911-1912 pleadings• 
1916 settlement. 
George K. \~oodworth - memo for use in suit, 

1915-1925. 
Hemo for use in suits, 1914-1927. 
Firth testimony, 1908-1929. 
Failure of Fessenden to assign patents, 1903-l9ll. 
Letters re business done or turned dovm, 1905-1909. 
Letters in praise of Fessenden's wireless system, 

1903-1908. 
Letters re Fessenden and vlalker (1}6), 1908-1909. 
Protesting against Company turning dO\m business (#7). 
_Hemoranda (#8). 

·. Leading to formation of National Electric Signaling 
Company, (#9), 1901-1902. · 

· ___ Haterial, 1892-1902. 
Printed court materials. 

Copies of letters in files of Bro1·me and vloodworth, 
1915-1923 • 

Radio Telephone Company vs. Collins Uireless Telephone 
Company, 1909~1910. 

Russell Print vs. Fessenden, 1926. 
United States Government and Great Britain - Fessenden 

reimbursement claims, 1907-1917. 
Suits re breakage of furniture. 

Hr. Cross, Attorney, 1930-1931. · 
Pittsburg Plate Glass, 1929. 
Bermuda Line, 1929. 
Stm1art 's Colonial Furniture, 1929-1930. 
Hayward Furniture Company, 1929-1931. 

Interest in invention and science in general. 
Hedals of award. 
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JJ.40.90 
(cont'd) 

. P .131. 76-. 77 

JJ.40.91 
P.l31. 77 

JJ.40.92 
p .131. 77-.78 

ll40.93 
P.l31. 78 

ll40.94. 
P.l31. 78-.79 

Contents 

Interest in invention and. science in general. (continued) 
Eedals of award. (continued) 

Franklin Institute, John Scott Hedal, 1926-1931 • 
Institute of Radio Engineers, 1913-1926. 
Hedals of award, 1912. 

Clippings and other data re scientific developments. 
· Article file, 1918-1920. 

Scrapbooks, 1906,19ll-1912. 
Photos, 
Clippings, 1'/hitney article on invention, 1925. 
Scientific clippings, 1926-1930. 
Aeronautics, 1930. 
Report on gyroscopic theory, 1914. 
Pholog or photographic book clippings. 
Power data clippings, 1922-1928. 

Radio clippings. 
''Trusts" - radio and other clippings. 
Federal Trade'Commission, Government Radio action. 
Submarine S-4 disaster, 1927-1928. 
American Telephone Company Journal, 1925. 
l'lire1ess telegraphy and telephony, 1908-1909, 
Committee on Postal Affairs, Censorship, 

Other inventors. · 
C, J. Thatcher, 1931. 
.]·[, E. D. Stokes, 19ll-1914. 
E. KilbUrn Scott, 19ll-1913. 
Lambert Schmidt, 19ll-1913. 
Rothamsted Experimental Station, 1921-1926. 
Charles vl, Ridinger, Elihu Root, 1923. 

Professor George D. Birkhoff, 1918-1933. 
F, 1. · 0. 1'ladsv10rth, 19ll. 
Dr. Birkhoff, reports, 1918-1920. 
Dr. Lee De Forest, 1915-1929. 
Thomas A. Edison, 1915-1927. 
J. ¥~Roberts. · 

l·lright Brothers, 19ll-1912. 
Offers of collaboration and/or demonstration from 

other inventors, 1912-1930. · 
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1140.95 - 1140.99 
[Mf.P.l31.79-.81] 

1140.100 
MF.P.131.81 

1140.101 
MF .P .131. 81-.82 

Contents 

Interest in invention and science in general. (cont 1d) 
Other inventors. (cont'd) 

Oscar c. Roos, 1928-1929. 
Personal, 1926-1928. 

Fessenden writings. 
Scientific American, 1916-1928. 
The Encyclopaedia Britannica, 191D-1928. 
Miscellaneous re scientific writings, 1916-1930. 
Science, 1900-1928. ' · 
Cohesion, electricity, magnetism and gravitation. 
Articles, 1906-1911. 
One set_Fessenden autobiographyin Radio News, 

Jan.-Nov., 1925. 
Autobiography in Radio News, proof sheets. 
Autobi·ography in Radio News, manuscript. 
Fessenden biographical material. 

Deluged Civilization 
See pp. 23-29 of this description.~ 

Miscellaneous personal materials. 
1929 Federal and State income taxes. 
Miscellaneous, 1907-1931. 
Naval Reserve papers, ·1917-1930.­
Bermuda investments, 1930-1931. 
Appointment books, 1890-1909. 
Photographs. 

Cockb~rn estate, 1931-1934. 
Court proceedings. 
More material on the estate. 
Charlotte Stockbridge, Housekeeper to Mrs. Cockburn, 

_letters to Mrs. Fessenden, 1931-1933. 
(Note: Mr. and Mrs. Fessenden were administrators 

,of the estate of Mr. Cockburn, uncle of Mrs. Fessenden.) 
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1140.103 
MF.P.1J1.82 

Contents 

J. A. Dickson to Mrs. Fessenden, 1931-1933. 
Mrs. Clare Degen to Mrs. Fessenden, 1931-1934. 
Mrs. Victoria Cockburn to Mrs. Fessenden, 1933-1935. 

Miscellaneous personal materials. (cont'd) 
Miscellaneous clippings and photographs - apparatus 

data book, 1905-1906. 
Canadian Company - clipping book. 
Miscellaneous clippings. 
Golf and sports clippings. 
Business methods - clippings. 
Medical and health clippings. 
Special clippings. 

Note: . MF. P. 88·.1 - Copies on fine-grain film of miscellaneous 
photographs in Fessenden Papers in Archives, n.d. 
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1923-1934, n.d. 

P,C 1140.95 - 1140. ~ 

[Mt.P- 13/. ?f -
-< 

Physical Description: 5 fibredex boxes; correspondence, manuscripts, page proof, 
notes, maps, pamphlets, bulletins·, quarterlies, magazine articles, newspaper 
clippings. 

AequbdUon: Given by.Reginald K. Fessenden, Madison, Connecticut, August, 
1944. 

Desc:riptlon: After World .War I until his death in 1932, Reginald A. Fessenden 
concentrated on a geographical problem inherent in the classical myths which 
he called "mytharcheology." Assuming a reasonableness in the myths, he found 
data consistently confusing for one geographical area and ·concluded there was 
a misreading of the geographical descriptions. He determined that the 
"Atlantic Ocean" or the myths was really a reference to the Ocean of Atlantis 

·(today's remnant is the Caspian Sea) and that this ocean and surrounding 
territory had been profoundly altered by a deluge, probably a tidal wave. 

Fessenden also believed that on the western shore of the Ocean of 
Atlantis had probably existed a race of men-living in an advanced state of 
civilization, in a veritable Garden of Eden, isolated and protected by 
natural barriers of water and mountains and that the deluge had dispersed 
these people, fanning them out in migrations for eventual nations of Greeks, 
Phoenicians, Egyptians, Sumerians, Finns, and Semites. 
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PUBLICATION, Deluged Civilization 

1923 

In 1923, worried that the new colonizations in the area of the 
Caucasus Isthmus by the Russians would obscure archeological data 
necessary to support his the.sis, he hurried into print with a four­
chapter explication of ·a portion of this theory of the lost civiliza­
tion as well as two extraneous chapters. In this collection are two 
copies of page proof and a typescript of The Deluged Civilization of 
the Caucasus Isthmus (Boston: T. J. Russell Print Co., 1923), Pp.l39, 
500 copies. The titles of the chapters are an adeq4ate revelation of 
the contents: 

I. The Geography of Greek and Semitic Mythology. 

II. Sequences (Traditions of the Deluge, Birthplace of 
Mankind, etc.) 

III. The Physical Characteristics of the Caucasus Isthmus 
and Their Influence on Primitive Theology and Science 
(The Garden of Eden, Description of Atlantis, etc.) 

IV. By-Products of Civilizations (Labor and Capital, Sales 
Tax, How Edward VII Gave Instructions which Resulted in 
the Invention of a Device for Advanced Warning of Zeppelin 
Raids; Langley and the Wright Brothers, etc.). 

V. Solution of Problems (Crop Stabilization, Effects of Over­
Organization, Power Storage, etc.). 

VI. The Records of the Ur-Al and of· the Cabeiri. 

In addition to the above publication, Fessenden was billed $100 
by .a linotype company in March, 1923, for printing a 28-page manuscript 
called, "A Possible Glacial Age Factor, and a Possible Definite Locat:l.on 
and Date of the Deluge, and Its Possible Bearing on Race Migration." 
Only the typescript copy is in this collection. · 

[Note: There is also a printed flyer dated November 20, 1923, 
with the heading ADDENDA - "National Council of Jewish Women 
Opposes Use of Bible in Public Schools," with Fessenden's name 
printed after the text. A typescript copy and a newspaper 
clipping from the Boston Transcript which is quoted in the 
flyer are preserved.] 

- <Y 
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CORRESPONDENCE, Deluged Civilization 

Correspondence includes ca. 400 letters to Fessenden as well as copies 
of his own letters to correspondents. Letters are to and from writers and 
scholars--professional and amateur Egyptologists, Assyriologists, anthropolo­
gists, as well as amateur scholars--often members of the St. Botolph Club of 
Boston, Extended correspondence was exchanged with Edward Chiera, Institute 
of Oriental Studies, University of Chicago (28 letters); Robert E. Briggs of 
Boston (32 letters); Edward Gilchrist of the St. Botolph Club (24 letters); 
and Poet Robert Hillyer (9 letters). Other scholars who shared ideas with 
Fessenden were W, E. D. Allen of London, author of A History of the Georgian 
People, 1932; James H. Breasted of the Oriental Institute, Chicago, author 
of The Conquest of Civilization, 1926; Assyriologist Albert· F. Clay, w. J, 
Holland of the Carnegie Museum in Pittsburg, Geologist George McCready Price, 
Archeologist Arles Hrdlicka of the Smithsonian Institute and Sir Flinders 
Petrie of The British School of Archeology in Egypt. 

Those with expertise agreed with Fessenden that his hypothesis could 
only be supported by archeological exploration of the Caucasus Isthmus, 
possibly in conjunction with Russian scientists, Numbers of letters reveal 
Fessenden's hopes for an expedition, with Assyriologist Clay, Egyptologist 
Breasted, Anthropologist Hrdlicka, and Fessenden himself as engineer or 
"general handy man ••• I can also cook." Letters indicate that in 1925 
an endowment was sought from Mrs. Mary B. Longyear, member of the board of 
the American School of Oriental Research, and a few years later, after 
successful litigation over patents, Fessenden offered $10,000 of his own 
to support an expedition. 

Many letters are basically acknowledgments for complimentary copies 
of The Deluged Civilization of .the Caucasus Isthmus such as those from Thoma1 
Edison; Poet John Macy; Senator Henry Cabot Lodge, whose copy is now in the 
Duke University Library; Lord Balfour; Herbert Weir Smith of Harvard, 
Scientist Frank w. Very; Hilaire Belloc; C. B. Gulick, a classical scholar; 
V. S. Illiaschenko, student of philology; Edgar J. Banks,.:ilabylonian scholar; 
Novelist James Branch Cabell; W. J. H. Strong, research engineer and amateur 
archeologist; Author Chard Powers Smith; Robert Fulton Blake of the Submarin~ 
Signaling Corporation; M. Rostovtzeff, Yale Department of the Classics, etc, 

Fessenden sought informa-tion on problems in the myths such as flying 
lizards and exotic citrus fruit, place names, and old maps from the U. s. 
Department of Agriculture, U. S. Department of I'Jar, and Royal Geographical 
Society of London. His theories of tm:ation ~1ere discussed in some detail 
by correspondent Charles J, Bullock, the Harvard economist; philology and 
the tracing of place names were frequent topics with Gilchrist and Briggs. 
Occasionally letters provide a point of view on the unbecoming reclusiveness 
of the Lowell Institute in Boston, post-war attitude towards Germany, 
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disapproval of Joseph Stalin and the new Russian regime, the Teapot Dome 
Scandal, architectural credit for the Library of Congress being given to 
the wrong man, controversy over the Wright Brothers' vs. Langley's 
contribution to aviation, feasibility of power storage plant on the Alps 
·[to Mussolini], similarities of the secret society of the Cabeiri and 
Freemasonry, etc. 

Through the 1920's there are intermittant exchanges with Wilson 
Follett, editor of the Yale University Press· and later an editor at 
Knopf Publishers concerning publication. While at Yale, Follet rejected 
Deluged Civilization because advisory scholars took exception to the 
detail of Fessenden's treatment of ancient Oriental geography, history, 
folklore, and philology as often inaccurate and believed that his interpre­
tations were more likely to be fanciful than scholarly [June 22, 1923). 

Of special interest are two letters to Fessenden's son from W.E.D. 
Allen from London and Salzburg (February 28 and April 14, 1933) in which 
he discusses other scholars and scholarship relative to Fessenden's 
interest in a lost civilization, as well as Fessenden's own scholarship-­
likening him to Schliemann, the amateur archeologist who uncovered the 
site of many-layered Troy. Allen advised that two copies of the notes 
left by Fessenden be placed in two separate banks. · [See MISCELLANEOUS, 
Deluged Civilization below for extent of notes preserved in this 
collection.) 

ADDITIONAL PUBLICATIONS, Deluged Civilization 

1924 

·on March 18, 1924, Chapter 10 of Deluged Civilizations was published 
in the Christian Science Monitor with the headline, "Finding a Key to the 
Route Described in the Sacred Writings of the ·Egyptians." In the collectio~ 
is a copy of the Monitor "chapter" and the typescript with the title "The 
Key to the Book of the Dead." 

1926. 

March 8, 1926, Chapter 9 was published in the Christian Science Monito1 
with the headline "How it was Discovered that All So-Called Myth Lands were 
the Caucasus." A copy of the newspaper "chapter" is in the collection as 
well as the typescript copy with the title "The Mother-land of Mankind: 
the Caucasus." 

1927 

Chapter 11, "The Egyptian and Aryan Home-Lands," Deluged Civilization 
of the Caucasus Isthmus, was published by the Massachusetts Bible Society, 
Boston, 1927, 250 copies. Page proof in the collection indicates that ther 
were ca. 22 pages; the typescript copy is also preserved. 
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A hundred copies ·of a posthumous edition consisting of published and 
unpublished papers relative to the Deluged Civilization were published by 
Reginald K. Fessenden, the son. Two of the chapters are those cited above 
for 1924 and 1926. Preserved·are the printer's copy and much of the type­
script copy prepared by Fessenden, senior. The tables of contents contains 
an introduction by the son and the following chapter headings: "The Records 
of the Pre-Deluge Civilization of the Caucasus Isthmus," Chapter 7, Pp, 4-14; 
"The Home of Abraham," Chapter 8, Pp. 15-19; "How it was Discovered that the 
So-Called Myth Lands were the. Caucasus Isthmus," Chapter 9, Pp. 20-22 [See 
also Christian Science Monitor, March 8, 1926]; "Finding a Key to the Sacred 
Writings of the Egyptians," Chapter 10, Pp. 23-25 [See also Christian Science 
Monitor, March 18, 1924];"Cacasia, Mother of the Great Civilizations," 
Pp. 26-28; "The Morning Land of the Caucasus," Pp. 29-31; "The Zenith of the 
Babylonian Astronomers," Pp. 32-34; "Plato's Atlantis Word Puzzle," 35-37; 
"The Egyptian Ten Pre-Deluge Kings of Solon an:d Plato," Pp. 38-40; "An 
Apparently Definite Identification on Masons with the Egyptian M-S-N," 
Pp. 41-44 [Reprint of six-page pamphlet by Bro. Professor Reginald A. 
Fessenden, P.M., Euclid Lodge, Boston, "An Apparently Definite Identification 
of Masons with the Egyptian M.S.N." (Liverpool: Merseyside Association of 
Masonic Research, 1932)]; "Synopsis of Some Unpublished Chapters of The 
Deluged Civilization," Pp. 47; 2 maps. 

MISCELLANEOUS, Deluged Civilization 

Notes: Two folders have miscellaneous notes on place names, primitive word 
roots, a few handwritten notes; a 12-page typescript called "Eusebius, 
Preparatio." The balance of the notes are taken from Breasted's Conquest 
of Civilization, Pliny's Natural History, Rostovtzeff's Irans and Greeks in 
South Russia, and other secondary sources. 

Several folders of newspaper and magazine clippings deal with archeology 
and contemporary topics discussed by Fessenden in Chapters 4 and 5 in Deluged 
Civilization. One folder contains pasteups of printer-ready maps and lists o 
maps, 

Pamphlets and Periodicals include Charles J. Bullock's "The American 
Money Harket," 1930; "Bank Advertisements:· Ancient and Modern," :.928; 

. "Dionysius of Syracuse--Financier," 1930; The American Schools of Oriental 
Research--Brochure, 1923-1924 and Bulletin, October, December, 1923; October 
1924. Also Josephus Daniels, "Wilson, Master Strategist," The.ALlerican Legic 
Monthly, December, 1926; Victor K. Eustafieff, "Cossack Youth," ~. 
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MISCELLANEOUS, Deluged Civilization (cont'd) . 

January, 1930i "S;cond General List of Asiatic Names," Royal Geographical 
Society, 1923, W. E. D. Allen, "The Ancient Caucasus and the Origin of 
the Georgians," The Asiatic Review, October, 1928; Edward Gilchrist, "The 
Double Deacon," The Master Mason, April, 1927 [et al]. 

Re-Arrangement of Papers [Deluged Civilization of the Caucasus Isthmus} 

P.C. 1140.95 Correspondence, Incoming, 1923-1934, n.d. 
1140.96 Correspondence, Outgoing, 1923-1933 
1140.97 Deluged Civilization, Chapters 1-6, 1923 
1140.98 Deluged Civilization, Chapter 10, 1924 

Deluged Civilization, Chapter 9, 1926 
Deluged Civilization, Chapter 11, 1927 
Deluged Civilization, reprinted and unpublished papers, 

100 copies printed posthumously, 
Chapters 7-10, etc., 1933 

1140.99 Newspaper Clippings and Periodical Articles 
Miscellaneous Maps and Notes 

Autograph Cards: 

Allen, w. E. D., 1933 
Balfour, Lord, 1924 
Bacon, Janet R., 1927 
Banks, Edgar J., 1925 
Belloc, Hilaire, 1924, 1926 
Blake, Robert Fulton, 1930 
Briggs, Robert E., 1924-1929 
Breasted, James Henry, 1928, 1933 
Budge, E. A. Wallis, 1924 
Bullock, Charles J., 1923, 1926, 1928 
Cabell, James Branch, 1930 
Cary, Earnest, 1929 
Chiera, Edward, 1924-1927, 1930-1932 
Clay, Albert A., 1923-1924 
Cornford, J. M., 1926 
Edison, Thomas A., 1923 
Evans, Ernestine, 1926 
Erickson, C. Telford, 1924 
Fessenden, Reginald A., 1924-1931 
Fessenden, Helen T., '1932 
Fessenden, Reginald K., 1932 
Gilchrist, Edward, 1923-1932 
Greenland, George, 1925 
Gulick; .C. B., 1925 
Hillyer, Robert, 1924-1926, 1930, n.d. 

Hinks, Arthur R., 1928 
Hogan, John V •. L., 1924 
Holland, W. J., 1926-1927 
Hrdlicka, Ales, 1924 
Illiaschenko, V. S., 1925 
Kennelly, Arthur, 1926 
Lodge, Henry Cabot, 1923 
Longyear, Mary B., 1925 
Macy, John, 1923 
Mundy, Talbot, 1925 
Noble, C. Kinsley, 1923 
Perthes, Justus, 1926 
Petrie,.Flinders, 1926, 1933 
Pickard, Greenleaf Whittier, 1924 

· Price, George HcCready ,' 1924, 1930 
Rostovtzeff, M., 1933 
Serera, C. s., 1925 
Smith, Chard Powers, 1925 
Smythe, Herbert Weir, 1923. 
Strong, William J. H., 1929 ~ 

- Tismer [?J S., n.d. 
Trott, Howard, 1924-
Troubetskoy, Princess, 1927 
Very, Frank w., 1924 
Wells, Aethetrine (?), n.d. 
Woodworth, George K., 1927 
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Subject Cards: 

ARCHEOLOGY 

GERMANY 

JEWS 

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 

LOWELL INSTITUTE, BOSTON 

MUSSOLINI 

PRAYER IN SCHOOLS 

RUSSIA 

ST. BOTOLPH CLUB 

TEAPOT DOME SCANDAL 

WRIGHT BROTHERS 

See ·Also: Helen M. Fessenden, "Looking Far Backwards--The Deluged 

Civilization," Fessenden, Builder of Tomorrow's, (New York: 

Coward-McCann, Inc., 1940). · Copies in Search Room and State 

Library. 

[Completed 30 August 1975 by Ellen Z. McGrew] 
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DATES: 

ACQUISITION INFORMATION: Purchased from Douglas Library, Queen's University, 
Kingston, Canada in August 1977; accessioned August 17, 1977. 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: ca. 25 items, xerocopies 
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NAME OF COLLEtTION: Reginald Fessenden Papers 

DATES: 

ACl)UJSITION JNFORNATION: Gift by G. R. Fitterer, , Oakmount, PA 
15139, 11 Sept. 1987. Accessioned 26 January 1988 (88.1.~0). 

PHYSICAL Df.SCRIPTION: 43 pages, electrostatic copies 

HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION: 

1896, December 19 

1955, .April 19 . 

1941, Spring 

1971, January 24 

1978, December 14 

Letter, Fessenden, Western University of Pennsylvania, to 
Dear .Dr. Holland, encl. short biography. 3 pages. 

Letter, Dean Fitterer, University of Pittsburgh, to Mr. 
Francis C. Pray, revisit to NC State Archives and docu­
mentation of Fessenden's 1906 Christmas Broadcast. 
Includes copy of Fessenden's 1906 program, and communication 
in "F·orum" page of IEEE Spectrum (Aug. 1987). 4 pages. 

"Fessenden" by H. E. Dyche, in Pitt (Magazine), pp.41-43. 
3 pages. 

"Modern Radio Was Born in Pitt Laboratory" incomplete 
typescript. 6 pages. 

Newspaper article "64 Years of Radio" by George Sustnam; 
2 pages. 

"Why Isn't Fessenden a Household Word?" 2 ·pages. 

"The Western University of Pennsylvania" (see 1856-1908 for 
Langley and Fessenden). 21 pages. 
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ACQUISITION INFORMATION: Transferred from Archaeology and Historic 
Preservation Section, Division of Archives and History 1 November 1982; 
accessioned September 28, 1983, 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 2 volumes, xerocopies and typescripts 
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HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION: M.A. Thesis (NCSU), 1972 by Michael L, Everette; 

~ Feasibility.study on Fessenden Park, 1980, 
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NAME OF COLLECTION: Fessenden, Reginald A. Papers. 

DATES: 

ACQUISITION INFORMATION: Gift of the Smithsonian Institution, Archives Center, 
National Museum of American History, Washington; accessioned December 12, 1985. 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 1 volume, printed 

HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION: Register of the George H. Clark Radioana Collection, 
c. 1880-1950, by Robt. S. Harding, pub. of Archives Center, Smithsonian 
Institution. 
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DATES: 

ACQUISITION ·INFORMATION: Gift of Wiliiam Squire, Dept. of Mechanical and 
Aerospace Engineering, West Virginia University, Morgantown, WV 26506-6101, 
May 30, 1989. 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 2 issues of a publication (ARFS BULLETIN) 

HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION: Two articles by the donor on Fessenden's work on a 
television system,. published in the ARFS (Amateur Rad~o Fessenden Society) 
BULLETIN #24 (Nov 1988) and #30 (May 1989) • 
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NAME OF COLLECTION: FESSENDEN, Reginald A., Papers-- ADDITION 

DATES: 1896-1899 

ACQUISITION INFORMATION: Gift of Reginald K. Fessenden, August 1944, but 
apparently not previously accessioned. Access:l.oned for record in 2006. 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 1 photograph album (a post binder with metal spine 
half-bound in maroon crushed levant and green. morocco) 

HISTORY 'AND DESCRIPTION: Unlike other photograph 'albums in the Reginald A. 
Fessenden Papers, this one is primarily.a.family album dating from 1896 to 1899 

· while Fessenden was. on the ·faculty of Western University of Pennsylvania at 
Pittsburgh (now University of Pittsburgh), The album contains 39 photographs 
mounted on 19 pages. The majority of the photographs are of Fessenden and 

·his wife Helen Trott Fessenden and their son Reginald K. Fessenden (1893~1945), 
though some of them appear to be images of some of the faculty. at Pittsburgh 
at the close of the century and a single photograph of·· the. university observatory 
there. 
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