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Collection : BRAGG, THOMAS, PAPERS 
Raleigh, North Carolina· 

' 1854-1870 
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Physical Description: Letters, invitations, pardon•' 64 items• 

· Acquisition : 

f 
I 

i I. l 
1930-1932 - Pardon - given by Miss Neelie Heartt, Raleigh, North Carolina• 
Purchased from Gavin Dortch, Raleigh, North Carolina, 36 le'tters (186&;1871) 
November 22, 1940. i 
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Description: Thomas Bragg, born in Warnintcin; Nort~ Carolinai Lovember 9, 
. 1810, settled .in Jackson, Northampton Cdunty, and practic9d1law. He .. 
entered politics, was elected to thelegisiature in 1842,ls~rved as 
governor, 1854-1859, entered Congress in·the latter year but resigned 

• " • • '- ' j - • 

after the war began. He was for a short 'time attorney general· of the 
I • . 

Confederacy but returned to North Carol:ipa to foster bett\3r1 relations 
between Confederacy and state. Bragg practiced law in Raleigh following 
the w~. He died Jannary 21, 1872. 1 

1 • ' . · II ... · '' · 
The letters cover two periods .- 1854 and 1866-1870 •. 

The earlier letters repre$eht requests for political offi~es after 
Bragg's election. as. governor: Corresp()nderits include: Ofiyer s. 
Dewey, Jol".n H. Dilll.ard, Edwm B. Duke, T. 'L•: Hargrove, W; 1'1·· Holden, 
Norman Jackson, Nathaniel McLean, James E. Morris; Hatthe1~ Shaw, · · 
James B. and Frederick Shepard, Robert'• B. Watt, J. H. Whitaker; and 
John N. Washington. The later letters' refer to Bragg's law: practice 
and include ·correspondence from: Asa Biggs, W. Barringer~¥· T. Bynum, 
Ed. Cantwell, T. P. Deverelix, William ~a:ton, H~ W, Fries, j.Kimneth 
Rayner, Thomas Ruffin, Jr., D, Schenck~ W. M.1Sneed, and W.[ P. Welch. . ' . . l. ; 
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P. c.· ·348 

NAME OF COLLECTION: Bragg, Thomas, Paj:lers - Addition 
----~~--~~------~---4''--

Northarnpton County,, North:Carolina 

DATES: lBSB 

• ~ .1: i 
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: Letter. Photostat from microfilm. 1 item. 

------------------~----------~--~· +'---
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ACQUISITION INFORMATION·. PUrchased from !th~ New York Histotical 

----~----------~· ~--· --~------~1-+'--
Society. 

1962, October S 
• 

·1 i 
t I 
I I 

I I L 

.HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION: Letter _from William. C. Wickam, Hanover 
- ____ :___-::--;--'-'-~-:--"--..:..:_.._!1 I 11 · . 

. . Court,· House, Virginia, to Governor Bragg,.· relative 'to disposhl of a 
North Carolina prisoner. ' . . . ,, I 
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WORK SHEET 

NUMBER: PC .348.1-2 

NAME OF COLLECTION: BRAGG, Thomas, Papers - ADDITION 

DATES: 1861-1862, n.d. 

ACQUISITION INFORMATION: Gift, Virginia Meade Prichard, Raleigh, NC, 1994 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 2 bound volumes of carbon typescripts; 7 photographs 

HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION: 

PC ,348 .1. Carbon of a typescript in two volumes (originals in South~rn 
Historical.Collection, UNC, Chapel Hill) of Thomas Braggls 
diaries, January 3, 1861- Nov. 7, 1862, closing when Bragg 
left Petersburg, Va., to return with his family to Raleigh, NC. 

PC,348,2. 7 Family photographs 

' 

Herbert Bragg (son of Gov. Thomas Bragg) 
Elise Ellis Brag·g (Mrs. Louis Morton) · 
Louise Bragg (dau. of Gov. Thomas Bragg). 
Martha Cuthbert Bragg.(dau. of Gov. Bragg, as a child) 
Martha Cuthbert Bragg (dau. of Gov. Bragg, as a young woman) 
Mrs. Robert White Prichard (Martha Cuthbert Bragg) 
Robert White Prichard 



WORK SHEET 

NUMBER: PC.348.2 

NAME OF COLLECTION: BRAGG, Thomas, Papers- ADDITION 

DATES: 1871-1887 

ACQUISITION INFORMATION: Gift, Virginia M. Prichard, Raleigh, N.C., 2002 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 23 manuscript letters, notes, and postal cards 

HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION: These letters, notes, and cards, were all written 
to Governor Bragg's youngest daught-er, Martha Cuthbert Bragg (1861-1897), 
the bulk of them being courtship letters written to her by her future husqand, 
Robert White Prichard (1856-1939). 

In the summer of 1871 Governor Bragg went to Sweet Springs, W.Va., for 
his health. He died in Raleigh a· few months later on January 21, 1872. While 
at the springs, he wrote to his wife and family, including the two letters in 
this collection addressed-to his youngest daughter, known familiarly as 
Mattie, but within the bosom of her family as "Sug". 

Sometime after the governor's death, his widow, Isabelle M. Bragg, visited 
White Sulphur Springs in th- summer of 1874, taking with her her daughter, Elise. 
Probably in the- summer of the following year, she visited Yellow Sulphur Springs. 
In the summer of 1876 Mrs. Bragg remained in Raleigh while her daughter, Mattie, 

· visited cousins at Elizabeth, New Jersey. Three letters ·written by Mrs. Bragg 
to Mattie on these occasions of separation from one another are included in 
this collection. 

Mis. Bragg died" on July 17, 1877, leaving as executor her brother, James B. 
Cuthbert o-f Petersburg, Va. (who had, in 1846, married Governor Bragg's sisteer. 
Mary L. Bragg). It appears that upon their mother's death the then 15~-year
old. Mattie went to her uncle's .in Petersburg, along with her older sisters,
Mary (aged 19) and Elise (aged 22) . Here Mattie caught the_ eye of a young 
merchant, Robert White Prichard, and when Mattie returned to Raleigh for a 

·six-weeks visit in August, 1878, she allowed Mr. Prichard to write her weekly 
letters. In them, he addresses her as "Miss Mattie". ·By the time she visited 
Hampton for sea-bathing in the summer ·of _1880, however,. his courtship has pro
gressed. to the point that he is allowed to call her by the pet nume.used in 
the family, '.'Sug" .. , The couple were married in November, 1881. . There are 
seventeen courtship letters, not·es, and postal cards in the collection, 
dating from 1878 to 1881. 



THOMAS BRAGG PAPERS - ADDITION 
1871-1887 

·History and Description continued 
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The.last letter in the collection, dated January 3~ 1887, was written 
to Mrs. Prichard'at Petersburg, Va., by a Raleigh, N.C., friend, Maggie Perry, 
daughter of the. Raleigh dentist, Dr·. Lemuel Sawyer Perry, who had died in the 
same year as Governor Bragg. Maggie's sister, Columbia Scott Perry, was the 
wife of William Acrill Myatt, and Maggie lived with the Myatts diagonally 

•. •, ·across from the governor's mansion at 121 North Blount Street.- Maggie Perry 
died on July 24, 1887, a few months after writing the letter to Mrs. Prichard. 
Her letter gives news and gossip of Raleigh. 
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