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Collection: MONTFORT STOKES P APER.S 
:-sali~bury, North Carolina 

1783-1819, n.d. 

P.Cl02.1 · 

. . 

·Physical-Description: 55 items, including letters', bills of sale, 
certificate, petition,_ power of attorney, witness tickets,· memos. 

Acquisition: From Biennial Report, 1930-1932, 27 letters to Stokes, 
'1790-1811, presented by B. D. McCubbins, Salisbury; November 13, 1962, 
27 items, letters and· court records, ·transf-erred ·from Rowan County 
records. 

Description: Montfort Stokes (1762-1842), RevolutionaJ-,fWar .soldier 
·arid clerk of Superior Court of Rovtan County, served in War of 1812, 
U. S. Senat-e (1816-1823), N. C. Senate· (1826), N. C. House of 
Representatives (1829-1830), as Governor (1830-1832), and as Indian 

' 

.. comrniss:i:mrer and agent (1832"-1.842·). · For further biographical information 
see Dictiona of American Bio ra h. , Vol. XVIII, p. 67 and North Carolina a • 

Historical Review, Vol. XVI 1939 pp. 237-2.72,' 373-403 • 

.. . . Correspondence. {1785~18l9,n.d.) :L'l.cludes lett~§.];() Stokes as clerk of 
Superior Court in Rowan cc·c·r.ty, refer-r-f.:,i!: to cases, asking aid; requesting 
transcripts. or s·earch of ~·•:Gc:.i,3, ro:l•c.~ .. :,:,:: '~o i~:oositions, etc. Corre
spondents include S.:.Con Tu.n,::~- s.nd c<:i.~.li;;.;•, ;;::.". of Raleigh, and William 
B:Lacckledge of \v<,yr;e Cou..'l.ty. ·· 

A letter to Stohs ( A:p1·o ·. '.', U5ll) l'ron. ·;;:_~_:c:.:, ... , .~hillips, in jail 
in Salisbury, asks fm:· :~ic ~,e:;.p •. He S<•r;d.-: :O;:.c~c:::s "::~' ciistressed ladys 
letters·, 11 a character :--sGo:·r::ue!:datio:a, and "ti-m J.-e·~-:- -~;:-·::~ ;-.·::-itt en to ~ 
vrhile sheriff at tis ho~::e i.r4 ~fr1ite Co-w1ty, Tenn.e:s:·3~~:s~ Or:.·.~ of these 
letters ,(1809) is C:ron Jor;::;. Sevier, reeomnenci:L--J.g Colonel ~~obert Weakly 
as candidate for Congress fro;a Phillips' o.::.'ct:-:.Gt. Philli:os' wife's 
letters· Worm h:L'1! of the state of his ·.:,usil~ess .o.;; home,· give news 
of the children, relate rcE.:c C.istress at his ab2er"•.;e, and urge him to 
secure 'bail and return ho;;:e. She also ;.Tites to Stokes petitioning the 
.release of her husband. 

Other correspondence incl~d.es a letter (1800) to Stokes from 
Jesse Frankl:L~ (U. S. Senator at that t;·ne) mentioning a· bill relating 
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to "mode of deciding clisputed elections of president and vice-president 
of the 1J. Statiii;i";-Josepn·Ga.les (1803) writing in regard to ·copies oi'--·-·.
the La;Ts and ,JoJl.rnals for use during court; John McK:riitt AleXander re
questing Stokes to talce care of an accol.liit ·for him; his friend, Duncan 
Cameron~.· (l804";···r807) menHoning among ·atner things dissatisfaction 
>·lith the judiciary system; William DaVidson (1810) relative to· selling 
lottery. tickets for the Catawba Company; J[ esse] A. Pearson .(1810) 
acQusin& Stokes of being authC>r o,f an. @::Jigned publication against 
Pearson~d=ing- a quarrel which later led to a duel between Stokes and 
Pearson, in which Stokes was wounded); nepheW John R. Stokes ,(1810) 
writing from Chillicothe, Ohio, relative to land and warrants he was 
investigating· there; and several letters relative to horses and racing• 

Miscellaneous items include liills of sale (1790) ,. Jo]m Haywood 
to Henry ~[rwin] Toole, and Toole to.Stokes, for Negro girl; copy of 
petition of Stokes as administrator of AlexanderWorke's estate, to 
General Assembly (1809), requesting an act to comply with will of 
1-Jorke to set several·of his slaves free; power of attorney; witness 
tickets; memorandums; 20 shilling note, 1r;· C. currency, 1783; and 
other miscellaneous items, · 

Finding Aids.: 
· Main Entry .Card 

Geographic Card 
Salisbury, N. C. 

Autograph Cards 
Alil=nder, J[ohn] }fc[knitt] (1804) 

.... ca.m.eron, IJ1mC.><.«nl (2) (1804, 1807) 
Davidson, vi[illia]r~ (1810) . 
Franklin, J[ esseJ (2) (1800, lb'0'7) 
Gales, Jo[seph] (1803) · 
Pearse;:., J[ esse] A •. (1310) 
Sevier, Joh..'l (1809) · 

Subject Card 
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PHILLIPS, 1tiLLIAE--1·Jhite County, Te!l!'"essee, 1810-1811 
SOCIAL LIFE .AND C.u'S1:CL3--Hors<' ::-ac' ng, 1801., 1807, 1810 
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