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Collection: · SLAVE COLLECTION 
1748-1856 

P.C 1629.1 

Physical Deseription: 9 original items; bills of sale, deeds of gift, 
recommendation. Also 26 photocopied items (with some enclosures); bills 
of sale~ deed of emancipation, commitment, court papers, petitions; 
certificat"ion, claims, letters, depositions, arid edited transcripts. 

Aequisltlon: Donated or purchased, 1975-1978, from Judge Albert W. Cowper 
of Kinston, Mrs. Marjorie Oberne of Atlanta, Ga., Phillip D. Miller of 
Clearwater, Fla., and Cohasco, Inc. of New York City; transferred from 
MISCELLANEOUS COLLECTIONS, Slavery Papers, January 16, 1980. Photo
copies from balance of papers in Slavery Papers on same date. 
Accessioned June 26, 1980. Bill of sale for slave, 1862, transferred from· 
MISCELLANEOUS COLLECTIONS, Slave Papers, to P.C. 714.1 Robert Love Paper, 
May 15, 1961. 

. Deseriptlon: Nine original, unrelated items; arranged chronologically. 

April 16, 1787. 

March 30, 1813. 

Ocotber 11, 1814. 

July i4, 1825. 

Bill of sale. Robert White, sheriff of Dobbs County, 
to John Tull of Dobbs County for slave Sarah and 
three children (Toney, ·cato, Gideon) to satisfy a 
court fine for their master John Price, late of 
Dobbs County. 100 pounds 1 shilling. [Photocopy] 

Bill of sale. Robert Hester of Person County to 
John Crisp of Caswell County for mulatto slave 
girl, Silvia, 4 years old. $100.00. 

Deed of gift [lifetime].· Jesse Perkins, Sr. of 
Caswell County to daughter Rachel King, widow of 
Caswell County, for mulatto slave girl Clary, 
ca. 10 years old, and her increase. Clary and 
increase to be equally divided on Rachel's death 
between her three children Nancy; Sealy, and Samuel •. 

"Permission" to marry. William Ezell Sr. advises 
Col. ·E. Peete that his slave James who wishes to 
marry one of Peete's slaves is "as well disposed 
as common." No county given. 
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Description (cont'd.) 

January 13, 1829. Bill of sale. Spencer D. Cotton of Edgecombe. 
County to Theophilus Parker of Edgecombe County 
for slave Betty. $239.00. Betty was acquired 
by deed from the Joseph Bell plantation. 

June 15, 1830. Bill of sale. Jordan S. Carrow of Newbern, 
Craven County, to Elijah Clark of Newbern for 
slave .Toney. $376.00. 

February 27, 1854. Bill of sale. Henry White of Pasquotank County 
to Daniel C. White of Pasquotank County for 
slave Harvy. $390.00 

June 11, 1854. Deed of gift. Mildred E. Orrell of Brunswick 
County to niece Mary Mitchell Hardy for slave. 
Rachel, ca. 10 years old·. Deed registered in 
Bertie County. 

January 18, 1856. Deed of gift. Henry Glass to son Iverson M. 
Glass, both of Caswell County, for slave Louize, 
ca. 7 years old. $1.00. 

Photocopies of a small collection, with edited transcripts, which 
apparently had been selected from public papers in the Archives several 
years ago with an intent to publish. The provenance was not noted for the 
restoration of the documents to their proper place. However, it is known 
that some were from the secretary of state's·papers (a court paper· of 
1772); other court papers were foiwarded to the. General Assembly with an 
owner's claim for reimbursement for an excuted slave and in turn the 
approved claim was probably forwarded to the state treasurer for payment. 
For originals see MISCELLANEOUS COLLECTIONS, Slavery Pa.pers. 

1748 Court Record, Craven County. Cato, slave of Roger Moore, charged 
with s tealin·g a hog. Found guilty and sentenced· to having 
ears cropped and forty lashes. To be jailed until fees paid. 

1768 ·Claim for Coroner's Fees. John Rice's claim for inquisitions 
on the bodies of Court Lawrence, David Murphy, a Williams, 
Philip Hill', William Ashburn, and Mathew Hyde, August 23, 
1764- August 7, 1767. 

1770 Apprentice Bond, Perquimans County. Rachal Overton apprentices 
Lamuel Overton, a poor child of the county, to Charles Blount 
for eight years. 
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Description (cont'd.) 

Photocopies (cont 'd ~.) 

1771 

1772 

1778 

1783 

1785 

1786 

Claim for Coroner's Fee. Thomas Sitgreaves, Craven County. 
For holding inquisitions on the bodies of James and of 
Samuel Pendextor •. Also claim for wages as captain of the 
prison guard, Jan. 16 - Feb. 8, [1771] .. [Endorsed by 

· Jacob Blount, J.P.] 

Court Record, Dobbs County. Deposition of Mrs. Sarah Wiggins, 
daughter of Benjamin Herring on trial for the murder of 
her mulatto son. Attests that one of her father's slaves 
doped her with rum and seduced. her several times. [See 
SECRETARY OF STATE PAPERS, Court.Records, SS 312] 

Court Record, Brunswick County. Jamey, slave of Mrs. Sarah 
DuPre; charged with being one of the principal murderers 
of Henry Williams of Lockwood Folly. Jamey valued at 
80 pounds, found guilty, and sentence.d to be burned at 
stake.* 

Certification as Free Negro by Notary Public, Edenton District. 
Lemuel Overton, described as a 20-year old mulatto of middle 
stature, a free man, whose status has been witnessed. by 
William Sharpe, Member of Continental Congress, Rowan 
County, 1779-1781. 

Court Record, Halifax County. Peter, slave of Moore Knight, 
charged with murder of John Miller and Sarah Gold. Peter 
valued at 127 pounds, found guilty, and sentenced to· be 
hanged, his head severed and stuck on a pole near the 
gallows, his body burned.* 

·Court Record,. Halifax County. Sam, slave of John Lindsey, 
charged with poisoning a slave woman belonging to William. 
Jackson. Sam valued at 100 pounds, found guilty, and 
sentenced to hang.* 

1795 Deed of Emancipation, Craven County. Alexander and Lydia 
Stewart of Newbern to mulat.to ·John alias John Stanly for. 
meritorious service. Authority for deed granted by license 
of the county court. 

*Master petitioned General Assembly for reimbursement of value of slave. 
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Description (cont'd.) 

Photocopies (cont'd;) 

1795 

li96 

1796. 

1804 

1802 

Letter of Petition from P. Manyeon, deputy agent of the French 
Republic, Wilmington," NC to Benjamin Smith, General Assembly, 
Raleigh, December 2, 1795. Requests legislature permit 
debarking of 9-10 French political refugee families from 
Jamaica, West Indies, with their 30-40 slaves. Citizens of 
Wilmington· protesting against entry of the slaves •. 

Deed of Sale, New Hanover County. Isabella Chapman to Amelia 
Green for 100 pounds Amelia's daughter Princess. Amelia 
Green had bought herself from Robert Schaw of Brunswick 
County; Isabella Chapman inherited Princess from Schaw. 
[In 1801, Amelia Green petitioned the Craven County court 

· for the emancipation of .her d~ughter Nancy.] 

Commitment, Rowan ·county. John King, accused of beating and 
abusing a male slave belonging to Conrad Brem, to remain in 
jail until a bond is furnished for his court appearance. 

Deposition, York District, SC. Mary Craig states that in 1801 
a James·Murrel came to her house and sold her a yellow boy 
named Mike, ca. 5-6 years old, who died a few months later 
of fever; swelling, and sores. 

Slave Conspiracy.· June 6, 1802 •. John· Folk [Bertie County] to 
General William Williams, Martin County. Received from Capt. 
Geo;· West enclosed examination of ·people at Coler[ain], Bertie 
Coun.ty, an old letter found in Virginia, and an~ther [letter] 
found at Colerain. Fears it is serious. Suggests Williams 

· warn people in Martin County of possible insurrection and 
send copies of enclosures to General Carney in Halifax County. 
Bertie County will be in arms by 12 Wednesday. Slaves that 
have been examined are. to be·tried on Wednesday at Winton 
[Hertford County]. Expects that most of them will be hanged. 

Enclosure: Letter from. J. L. C. [Virginia], n. d. Slaves have 
met· in great numbers and great secrecy (only one of a family 
knows about the plan); only betrayal will prevent success. 
Commen.ts on non-slaveholding whites, possible conflagration, 
and teaching the white tyrants a lesson. 

Enclosure: Examination of David Turner's Isaac, Mr. 
Fred, and Mrs. Hunter's Simon [Bertie County], n.d. 
found on Bertie farm of Miles Raynor near Colerain. 

Fitt 's 
Re letter 
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Description: 
Photocopies 

(cont'd.) 
(cont'd.) 

1802 Slave Conspiracy (cont'd.) 

Note: See copy of the "Colerain Letter" in Bertie Co1.1nty 
--:Records, Miscellaneous.(Slave Records). 

June 5 [?), 1802. General William Williams, [Martin County], 
to General Stephen Carney, Halifax County. Encloses copies 
of truly alarming letters received this day. Militia to be 
.raised by Wednesday. Requests he forward any information. 

June 9th and 11th, 1802. Examination of several slaves taken 
at Windsor, Bertie County. Depositions of Samuel Johnston's 
Sam, T. E~ Hare's Arthur, Lennox's Bob, and D. Turner 
estate's Emanuel. 

June 15, 1802. Confession of Dennis, property of Thomas fitts, 
Bertie County. 

June 20, 1802. From Daniel Young, Windsor, Bertie County, to 
General Stephen Carney, Halifax County.· Remaining depositions 
of slaves examined at Plymouth, Washington County. Depositions 
#10 (Dick Blacksmith) through /122 (Mr. Slade's Lewis). 

n.d. From Charles W. Harris, [?), to General William· R. Davie, 
Halifax County. Testimony of Boston, Caesar, Simon, Abraham, 
etc. ·at trials of State vs. Salem (guilty), Tom (guilty), and 
Hampton (not guilty). 

1816 Letter from Thos. and Hezekiah Thompson of [Bertie) County, to Slade 
[Senator Jeremiah Slade, Martin County], who has been asked by 
Willis, a slave who has ·bought himself at an estate sale, to present 
his petition for emancipation to the General Assembly. The Thompson's 
endorse Willis's·request, noting that their father had once owned him.' 

1833 Character r-eferences for Admiral ·Dunstan, a free Negro born in 
Mecklenburg County, [VA), who wishes to reside irt North Carolina. 
Also instructions that he must· enter $200 bond with two securities 
to insure his good behavior and his never being chargeable to any 
county in·North Carolina. Bond payable to the state to be deposited 
with the clerk of court •. [2 items) · 

1836 Petition to General Assembly. Legatee of Isaac Knight of Rowan County 
petitions · for a manUillission for meritorious service of slave Moreah 
and her daughter Susan, in accordance with a deathbed promise made 
to Knight, 1834. Also similar petition with signatures of D. F. 
Caldwell, R. M. Pearson, Burton Craige, et al. [2 items] 
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1850 Letter of petition from William Roberts, Buffalo [Cleveland County], 
executor of estate of his father, Col. John Roberts, to John Gray 
Bynum; [General Assembly], Raleigh, Nove~ber 26, 1850. Petition 
for emancipat'ion of Walter, a 35-year old mulatto, whose master 
extracted a deathbed promise from his children that Walter would 
be freed. Three sons-in-law refused to relinquish their share 
in Walter, who then bought their share of himself. [Freedom not 
granted according to a penciled endorsement on the document.] 
[2 items] 

Finding Aids: 

Main Entry Card 

Date Card 
1802 

Geography Card 
Bertie County 

Autograph Cards 
John Folk 
William Roberts 
William Williams 
Daniel Young 

Subject Cards 
NEGROES - Free 
SLAVES - Bills of Sale 

- Conspiracy, 1802 
- Court Records, 1748-1786 
- .Capital Punishment 
- Deed of .Emancipation, 1795 
- Deeds of Gift, 1814-1856 

Deed of sale, 1796 
- Jamaica:, 1795 
- Marriage, 1825 
- Petition for freedom, 1836 

See also· GOVERNOR BENJAMIN WILLIAMS LETTER BOOK (GLB14), 1799-1802. 
BERTIE COUNTY RECORDS, Miscellaneous Papers (Slave Records). 
Guion Griffis Johnson, Ante-Bellum North Carolina (Chapel Hill: 

UNC Press, 1937). 

Finding aid· completed 29 February 1980 by Ellen Z, McGrew 
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28. 1844. Apr 30 •. Receipt, Joel'Williams ·to Alexander Elliot, acknowledging· · ... 
receipt of /1350.00 in payment o.f the purchase price of 
two slaves·; 'ilaalam and his ·wife' Sally, so1d the same 
date by Williams to Elliot. 1 item. · . 

Gift of Lynne 'white Belvin, Garner, N.C., June 15, 1989. 
. ' . .,_· . .· .. · 

29. 1779;_1824 Slave births, W~rren Family, Edento~, Chow!!n Co., N.C •. · 
.3 xeroxed "pages. · . :.· · .. · .. .. : ·· · . _ . · . 

. Gift' of R;;bec<:a D_. Warren, Chapel Hill, N.C.," June 14, 1988. 
. ··. . . - . - . . 

30. 1862 Jan4. 

,. :·-

-·'. 

Account and ~~;litlon of. the bire of the Ne~roe~ arid .rents 
· of land belonglrig to the heirs ·af Matthew Parker by admini

strator, Jesse Parker, January 4, 1862. [Also notation of. 
rents of lands belonging to Eiiza Gerald heir of Isaac .. 
Gerald by'guarciiari, Jesse Parker, Jan. 4, 1S62.] ·2 pages. 

··[Johnston Cotinty, N.C.] .·. · ... _ · '· 
. __ , Formerly .class~d- ciS PC .1666 •.. Gift oi" .M~S'~'-, ·J·::··-E .·,Jones,-~ .·:·· 
Dillon, s,C::.;: p'resented via. Mrs. J. E. Kirkpatrick;. 
Durham, N.c·.; accessioned June 25 '· 1980· •... .,_ .. 
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WORK SHEET 

. NUMBER: PC.1629.1 

NAME OF COLLECTION: SLAVE COLLECTION - ADDITION 

DATES: 1842 

ACQUISITION INFORMATION: Gift, A. Bruce Pruitt, Whitakers, NC, 1990 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: One manuscript sheet, endorsed on verso 

HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION: . 

April 11, 1842. Bill. of.· sale. William Boylan to Alexander Elliot, 
for slave girl Aquila, aged 9; proved in Cumberland.- ' 
County Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions, June 1842 • 

• 



PRIVATE COLLECTIONS WORK SHEET 

NUMBER: PC:l629.2 

NANE OF COLLECTION: SLAVE COLLECTION 

DATES: 

ACQUISITION INFORHATION: No.1 & 2, electrostatic copies made from microfilm 
of original imprints owned by. other repositories· borrow.ed· for the· purpose of . 
filming and copying. No.3. Xerogr<>phic copy of original owned by New York 
Public Library, ·purchased arid given by G. Stevenson. 

HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION: 

1. Robinson, William· H. From log cabin· to 'the pulpit; or, Fifteen years in 
1;lavery. ·[n.p., n.d., but 1904?) i:27p. · illus;, ·ports. Lacking pages 
115-116, 119-'120. Account of the life and tiines 'from about 1858 to 
about. 18.'78 of a. f:reedman··foi:merly .belonging to :the Cowen/Cowan family of 
New Hanover. Co~nty'; Recounts '·incidents· from· his life·:and his treatment 
as a slav·.e,·· his efforts ·at escape··, his Civil' War expe:r.iences :in both the 
C .s ;A. and ·u ;s :A. anni·es, ·his education and' employments in the post-war 
years (including a. tour in London), and his religious ,con'version and 
en'try ·into ··.the Methodist ministry. 

2. Parker; Allen. Recollecti·ons of slavery:."times ..... Worcester; Mass.: Chas. 
w, Burbank and 'co., 1895; .. [7-96)p.· ·t~p~· and p.l-6 apparentlylacking. 
Extensive and highly detailed account:: of· slave life ·in· rural; northern 
Chowan County from. the niid-1830s '•to the Civil War. (Author.made his 
escape to federai' lines in"'l862.) 

·3 •. Singleton, William Henry. Recollection··of·•niy,·slavery days. · New York: 
no pub. [Cl922) ~ [IO)p.. port. ·.The adventures' of Singleton from 
about 1850 to about 1866 ,' a. young slave belonging to a Nelson· family of 

· Adanis Creek, Craven County; who· went with ·his master's nephew to war, 
but who escaped from. the GSA ai:my:to·federa11y oC:\:upied.New Bern where 
he enlisted in the u·.s. army in 1863. 



WORK SHEET 

NUMBER: PC.l629.2 

NAME OF COLLECTION: SLAVE COLLECTION - ADDITION 

DATES: 1843 

ACQUISITION. INFORMATION: Gift, John Eady Simmons, Jr., Maryville, Tenn., 2005 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: One manuscript letter written on all four sides of. two 
folio sheets, the last of which serves as a·wrapper for the whole. 

HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION: 'This Feb. 2, 1843, letter was written by the friend 
of .John Brown, and abolitionist and educator, Augustus Wattles of Mercer County, 
Ohio,. to "Witliam Smith" of Union City, Michigan. "Smith" was· a .fugitive 
slave who had belonged to Presley Nelms of Anson County, North Carolina. In 
his last will and testament, Nelms stipulated that his bla·cksmith slave, David, 
David's.wife Lucy, all their children, and all the children of their daughter 
Charlotte be emancipated. · The ema~cipation clause· of the will was ncit put into 
execution by the testator's. son and executor, Eben Nelms. In a surprisingly . 
short time after it became clear that the.executor had no intention of proceeding 
with the emancipatiOn, but intended holding the family in slavery, David the 
blacksmith managed to flee from Anson County to Mercer County, Ohio.· Here .he 
found relief and assistance. from Augustus Wattles and took the alias, "William 
Smith". Shortly thereafter., David's son Andrew, too, managed to excape from 
Union County into the free states. 

Tbis letter from Wattles to David, alias William Smith, includes the text 
of three letters that Wattles had· received from North Carolina .on the subject 
of David. and his fugitive son Andrew. It offers astute advice to David on how 
best to protect himself, his money, and his son, from what might prove. to be 
double-dealing from professed friends in North Carolina. 
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