
Collection: SHIELDS, DR. HENRY B. 1 PAPERS 
Carthage, Moore County 

1887, 1893, 1971-1972 

P.C 1508 

Physical Description: 55 items; letters, business card, broadside, 
newspaper clippings, drawings. 

Shields' daughter Mrs. P. J. Melvin, 
... R,DsE~bc>ro, [Sampson County], 1971-1973. 

Description: Dr. Henry B. Shields . (1853-1938) practiced medi
cine in Carthage for 45 years after attending Atlanta Medi
cal College, 1880-1882. Included are letters from.Dr. 
Richard H. Lewis of Raleigh announcing partnership with his 
brother-in-law Dr. Kemp P. Battle, Jr., 1887, and directing 
plans for a cataract operation, 1893; from Charles w. Dabney, 
Jr., director of the N. c. Agricultural Experiment Station 

·in Raleigh adv.ising against the use of concentrated lye as a 
fertilizer, 1887; and a broadside advertising St. John's 
Hospital in Raleigh, n.d. 

Newspaper clippings of a series in the Moore County 
News, 1971-1972, "The History of Jackson Springs Com.'llunity" 
in Carthage. Articles cover the Old Jackson Springs Hotel 
(5), Schools (8), Railroads (10), Churches (10), Turpentine 
Industry (2), Currie Family (2), Roger Allen Derby (2), Dr. 
Thaddeus A. Cheatham (2), Dr. A. A. McDonald (1), Civilian 
Conservation Corps [C.C.C.], (2). 

There are also two scaled drawings of a covered bridge, 
n.d.; one drawing is signed "H. B. Shields"; identified by 
Mrs. Melvin as the covered bridge built. at High Falls across 
the Deep River in .Moore County. The bridge was later washed 
away. 
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See also a scrapbook loaned by Mrs; Melvin for micro
filming in May, 1972 [Mf. P. 128). The scrapbook contains 
48 installments of reminiscences written by Dr. Shields for 
the Moore County News, 1936-1937. In addition to biograph
ical information, anecdotes, and sketches of colorful Moore 
County characters, there are descriptions of Carthage, boy
hood memories of the Civil War and Reconstruction, Jackson 
Springs Academy, hangings and whippings, gunsmithing, black
smithing, weaving, milling, etc. Many columns are devoted 
to his days .as a horse and buggy doctor and discuss bleed
ing of patients, hysteria, diptheria, a typhoid epidemic, 
surgery, etc. Miscellaneous items include correspondence 
with former classmates, teaching certificates, 1870 and 
1874, notice of licensing examination from the Medical Soci
ety of N. C., 1887, letters concerning Shields' appointment 
and ouster as a Republican postmaster at Carthage, 1883-
1885. A copy of a letter to u. s. Senator··william E. Borah,· 
1933, proposes that the government issue silver certificates. 

Finding Aids: 
.Main Entry Card 
Geographical Card 

Moore County 
Autograph Cards 

Lewis, Rich[ar)d H. [Dr.] 
Dabney, Cha[rle)s w., Jr. 

Subject Cards 
CHEATHAM, THADDEUS A. 
CIVILIAN CONSERVATION CORPS 
COVERED BRIDGES 
DERBY, ROGER ALLEN 
HEALTH AND MEDICINE 
HOTELS, INNS, AND TAVERNS 
JACKSON SPRINGS COMMUNITY 

MOORE COUNTY 
RALEIGH 
RAILROADS 

.RELIGION 
·SCHOOLS 

TURPENTINE INDUSTRY 

Finding Aid completed by Ellen z. McGrew, 20 November 1973. 
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